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DlocksE of MAN. 


My BRETHREN. 


HEN I lately adviſed with you, 


concerning the moſt likely me- 
thods of bringing the people under our 
charge, to a better knowledge and ſenſe 
of their duty; and, amongſt other cons 
{titutions, this was agreed upon, and ſoon 
after paſſed into a law; That all perſons 
intending to marry, Hula firſt (if they have 


not already done it) fit themſelves for Con- 


firmation and the Lord's Supper. Every 
one of you did very ſolemnly promiſe 
his beſt endeavours to make this order 
uſeful to the ends for which It was | de- 


ſigned, | | 


— 


CY 


To the Cl ERV of the 


What I promiſed at that time, I have, 
by God's aſſiſtance, finiſhed, A plain in- 
ſtruction in the principles and duties of Chriſt- 
zanity ; ſuited, as near as poſſible I could, 
to the capacities and circumſtances of the 
ſouls committed to our care; together with 
private and family prayers, very muck 
wanted in this dioceſe. 

All which are here tranſlated into Manks; 
and, I hope, as well as can be expected, 
conſidering that this is the firſt book pub- 
liſhed in this language. 

They that have had the trouble of 
tranſlating it, are very ſenſible, that the 
liberty which every man takes of writing 
after his own way, will expoſe them to 
ſome cenſure : But then he muſt be a very 
Ul man, who, for ſo little reaſon, will go 
about to hinder ſo much good as is in- 
tended by this book; ſince this would 
have been the caſe, whoever ſhould have 
undertaken 1t. : 


The good ends propoſed are theſe : 


That people ſhould know their duty, 
and their buſineſs in the world ; that they 
ſhould learn to pray for what they want ; 
and they that have families ſhould ſet 
their children and ſervants an example 
of piety, that the Lord God may dwell 


among us, and continue to us the bleſſings 
+ 
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of peace and unity in church and ffate, 
which we have ſo long enjoyed. 

Noa though I have taken what eare I 
could to purſue theſe ends, yet I. cannot 
hope to ſee any great good come of this 
work, without your aſſiſtance, | Into your 
hands, therefore, I put theſe books, in- 
treating you, for our Great Maſter's ſake, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you will endea- 
vour to make them as uſeful as may be. 


Firſt ; By reading diſtinctly, and in or- 
der, one ſection every Lord's day, after 
you have catechized the youth, according 
to the canon and rubrick enforced by 2 
late law. 

Secondly ; By giving theſe books to no 

perſons, without firſt ſnewing them the uſe 

they are to. make of them, and laying them 

under ſtrict obligations of reading the in- 
ſtructions, and of uſing the devotions. 

Thirdly ; ; By taking ſuch ſeaſonable 
opportunities as the Providence of God 
ſhall put into your hands, of recommend. 
ing theſe duties to all ſorts of perſons. 

For inſtance : When you viſit the ſick, 
you have a fair occaſion offered you of 
enquiring, How they pray to God, and of 
laying them under promiſes of performing 
_ 8 daily, if God reſtores them to 
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When you ſhall have married a couple, 
It will be a very proper time of putting 
the devotions into their hands, and of 
making them ſenſible, how much their pre- 
ſent and future welfare depends upon ſerv- 
ing God daily; ſo that beginning well, they 
may never neglect this neceſſary duty. 
Perſons under the cenſures of the 
church, under afflictions, in poverty, aſk- 
ing either your favour, or your charity, 
will lend an ear to that advice, which at 
other times they would little regard. 
Theſe are words ſpoken in due ſeaſon z 
and if we of this dioceſe do not ſtudy for 
theſe opportunities of doing good, we are 
more inexcuſable than others, who have 
controverſies to take up much of their 
time, while our duty 1s only to ſhew our 
people the way they ſhould go, and to go 
before them. „ 
Happy were it for us, if our perfect 
uniformity were the effect of our piety; 
* but it is plainly owing to the good Pro- 
vidence of God, who, having denied us 
greater means of learning, hath mercitully 
kept us from diviſions, 
But ſhall we be more remiſs becauſe we 
have not people of other perſuaſions to 
oblerve and cenſure us? God forbid ; ra- 
ther let us conſider, that there are indeed 
many eyes upon us, to blame us when we 
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wall not worthy of our regt privileges: wn 
They that 'contend for uniformity, wall 


* 


be grieved when they ſee ſo little real piety” | 4US 
promoted by it; and they who unani- lh” 
mouſly paſſed our conſtitutions into laws, 
in hopes that ſome great good would fol- 
tow, ſince the clergy ſeemed ſo deſirous 
not to ſtand charged with the fins of the 
| preſent, or growing age, will be ſadly diſ- 
appointed, if we neglect to put theſe laws 


in execution. 
Let us then obſerve our own rules: and 


when it appears that we ourſelves are in good 
earneſt, others will learn to be ſo too. 

And to provoke your zeal, as well as 
to awaken you, I muſt inform you, that 
God has ſtirred up the ſpirits of many to 
oppote that ignorance, indifference, pro- 
faneneſs and infidelity that every-where 
abound. To this end, many great and 
good men have formed ſocieties; ſome, 
To propogate the goſpel in foreign parts; 
others, To promote Chriſtian knowledge and 
piety at home; others, To puniſh profaneneſs 
and immorality, == 

And all theſe ſocieties have had à viſible 
bleſſing and ſucceſs; miſſionaries are ſent 
and maintained abroad; charity {chools 
are ſet up in m.ny places of England; no- 
torious offenders are brought to ſhame and 
amendment. | | 
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Now God forbid that we ſhould be al 
together unconcerned under theſe diſpen- 
ſations. Here is a plain way laid before 
you; let but every clergyman conſcienti- 
ouſly obſerve the conſtitutions which he 
has io lately ſigned ; and, by God's bleſ- 
ſing, we ſhall ee a change for the better, 
and another face of religion. 

If people are hindred from the Lord's 
ſupper, and from marriage, until they can * 
give ſome account, according to their ca- 
pacities, of God, of themſelves, and of their 
duty, all forts of people will ſtrive to learn, 
more or leſs; and parents will, for very 
ſhame, ſend their children to be inſtructed, 
that they may be confirmed and qualified 
for a married and a Chriſtian life. 

Now, that what I have here prepared for 
theſe ends, may not be in vain, I ſhall 
continue to beg God's bleſſing upon this 
work ; and ſhall not fail to beſeech him 
to proſper your Jabours, and mine amongſt | 
you, while it ſhall pleaſe him to continue 


J 


me. oO 
Your unworthy biſhop, and 
: affectionate friend and brother, 
THO, Sodor & Man; 
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THE TRUE 
CHRISTIAN METHOD 


O F 


Educating the Children both of the 
RICH and PO OR. 


ACTS: mu. 46. 


— As many as were ordained to [ i. e. 
diſpoſed or Pl for] eternal hfez 
believed. 


HE charity ſchools being deſigned 

to give the children of the poor, 
not merely an orderly education, though 
that itſelf is a mighty blefling both to 
to them, and to the publick ; but more 
eſpecially a Chriſtian education, whereby 
they may become happy to all eternity: 
I cannot think of a more proper ſubject for 
this ſolemn meeting, than this I have made 


choice of; — — which intimates to us, 
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— That there are certain diſpoſitions 
neceſſary to qualify men fer receiving and 


* * believing the goſpel to any ſaving Pur- 
K poſes. 5 0 : 


As many as Tere ordained 10 (or 
prepared for] eternal life, believed, 
Having made this out, we ſhall them 
proceed to enquire, „ 
Firſt, Phat theſe diſpoſitions are. 
Secondly, What manner of edu- 
cation is moſt proper to imprint them in 
the minds of thoſe to whom the goſpel is 
propoſed. 
In order, — 
1. In the Firft place, —— To prevent 
them from making ſhipwreck of the faith which 
they bave once received. 
2, And Secondly, To oblige them 10: 


live according to the precepts of the goſpel 
which they have empraced. 


But I muſt firſt obſerve to you, that this 
text has been ſometimes made ule of to 
favour an opinion; which, it true, would 
render all education, with regard to- an- 
other world, entirely uſeleſs, 

The words Ordoined to eternal life, 
having been underſtood to mean, that 
| ſuch 


of Educating Children. 13 © 


fuch as did not believe the goſpel to ſav- 
ing purpoſes, it was not their own fault; 
They were not ordained to it, nor to that | 
eternal life to which a true faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt entitles his ſervants, — that they 
were never effectually called to believe the 
goſpel, and to obey its laws; that men 
are born to unfortunate ends, and to the 
ways that lead to them. 

This has been an old complaint and 
refuge of ſinners: the fooliſpneſs of man 
(ſaith Solomon) perverteth his way, and bis 
beart fretteth againſt the Lord. As if 
God could take pleaſure in the deſtruction 

or miſery of his creatures. An opinion 
ſo abſurd, that 1 ſhould not ſpend one 
moment of your time in canfuting it, but 
that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that ſuch as 
are candidates for eternity, of whom 1g 
oreat a number are now preſent, as'well as 
they that have the care of their education, 
ſhould fee the miſchievous conſequence of 
falling into an error, which would . make 
God the author of fin ;<——His commands 
unjuſt; the holy ſcriptures inconſiſtent with 
themſelves; And render all the worthy 
endeavous of parents, of maſters, and of 
the ſocieties for educating of childires. 
uſeleſs and even ridiculous. | 

We need go no further than two verſes 


back, to ſee this error confuted by the 
apoſtle 


2 1 

74 The true Cbriſtian Met bod 
apoſtle himſelf : He there tells the Fews, 
That it was neceſſary, i. e. God had ſo 
appointed it, that the goſpel ſhould firſt 
be preached to them; but that they, by 
putting the word of God from them, did, 
by that act, render themſelves unworthy of 
- everlaſting life. 

If to this we add, the declarations which 
God himſelf has made, That he would 
dave all men to be ſaved, and to come to the 
| knowledge of the truth, —— That be de- 
fereth not the death of a ſinner, but that he 
ſhould turn from his ſin, and be ſaved; 
— We ſhall fee plainly, that it is in 
the power of every ſoul, by the grace of 
God, to be happy; provided they put on 
firm reſolutions of working out their own 
ſalvation: with fear and trembling ; i. e. 
with a concern anſwerable to the loſs they 
will otherwiſe ſuſtain. = | 

We may indeed, as many of the Jews 
did, reject the counſel of God for our 
good; but then our deſtruction will be 
from. ourſelves, and not from any decres 
of God's. 

The truth is, the word here We 
ordained, ſignifies no more than prepared, 
or diſpoſed for eternal life; and ſo it is 
tranſlated in the margin of our bibles: 
That is, they that were well diſpoſed ; 
281 that feared God, and were afraid for 
them: 
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themſelves; they that did not reſiſt the 


counſel and grace of God; theſe, when 
the goſpel was preached to them, very 
readily embraced it : while they that lived 
at all adventures, and feared no evil, who 
hated knowedge, and would not chooſe 
the fear of the Lord, ſuch as theſe would 
not, could not believe, and conſequently 
could not be ſaved. 52 

This premiſed, we now come to conſi- 
der the great truth intimated in the text: 

I. That there are certain diſpoſitions ne- 
ceſſary to fit men for receiving the goſpel to 
any ſaving purpoſes. 

Thus it was propheſied of the Meſſiah, 
before he appeared in thefleſh, (Iſa. Ixi. 1.) 
and foretold who would, and who would 
not receive him. - 

| The Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek, for they would re- 
ceive his meſlage; —To bind up the broken- 
hearted, for they would be glad of help and 
comfort; — To proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, for they, and they only who ſhould 


be ſenſible of their bondage, would be glad 


to be ſet at liberty. 

Accordingly when our lord did come, 
he invited ſuch to be his hearers, to whom 
he knew his doctrine would be acceptable. 


Come unto me, all that labour, and are heauy 


laden, and I will refreſh you. 
; Fn And 
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And when he was reproached for con- 
verſing with finners, he only gave this 
_ anſwer, They that are whole need not a phy- 
fictan, but they that are fitk : I come not to 
call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. 
| Why, were not they all ſinners ? 

Fes. — But that which is intimated in 
this anſwer, is this, that there are ſinners 
who are not at all ſenſible of their bad con- 
dition: And their condition, for that ve 
reaſon, is the more deplorable, becauſe 
they would not look out for help; while 
ſuch as feared God, and were in fear for 
themſelves, were exceedingly pleaſed to 
hear our Lord declare, — That he came from 
God, to ſeek and to ſave that which was hiſt, 
Luke xix. 10. 

Theſe, and theſe only, heard him with 
Patience, — conſidered the tendency of his 
doctrine, — examined his miracles with- 
out prejudice, and were at laſt convinced, 
| — T hat he was indeed a teacher come from 
God; — That he had the words of eternal 
life ;— That he made known things of the 
oreateſt concern to them. | 

They therefore embraced his mo 
and reſolved to obey his laws. 

The apoſtles followed their maſter in 
this exactly, and propoſed the goſpel to 
ſuch as were previouſly diſpoſed to receive 
it: — Whoever among you feareth God, to 
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you 1s the word of this ſalvation ſent, Acts 
xiii. 26. And ſuch, and ſuch only, did 
receive it. 

The Centurion, amongſt others, was an 
inſtance of this, and of God's purpoſe and 
goodneſs to all ſuch as improve that light 
and grace which he vouchſafes them. 
He was a devout man, feared God, gave 
much alms, and prayed to God continually ; 
and, being thus prepared for greater mer- 
cies, God, by a providence extraordinary, 
brought him to the knowledge of the 
goſp el. 

On the other hand, we find too many 


of the Fews 10 prejudiced againſt Chriſt, 


and his doctrine, that nothing could 
convince them, no, not miracles them- 
ſelves. 

A remarkable inſtance of this we have 
in the fourth chapter of this book of the 
Acts of the apoſtles. 

The apoſtles having cured a man that 
was lame from his mother's womb; and 
this only by ſaying the word, and it was 
done. A ſure proof that God was with 


them, becauſe this was the very way by 


which he had created the heavens, and the 

earth. | 
The Scribes and the Phariſees ſaw this 
We cannot, ſay they, deny it; neither could 
they ſay, that the doctrine the apoſtles 
C preached 
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preached was unworthy of God. And what 
was the conſquence of this? 

Why, indeed, a very ſtrange one — 
They ordered them, not to ſpeak any more 
in the name of Chriſt, (that very name by 
which the man had been made whole) 
and threatened them ſeverely, if they ſhould 
do fo. - 

Wich hiſtory will be an eternal teſti. 
mony againſt thoſe who are ever calling for 
more evidence, and making objections 
againſt received truths ; when it is plainly 
their own obſtinacy, their prejudice, or 
their wickednels which hinders them from 
perceiving the truth; that truth which is 
worthy of all men to be received; the in- 
tereſt of all men to embrace it; and which 
having been ſo clearly revealed, and abun- 
dantly confirmed, leaves all men without 
excule, who ſhall reject it. For, after all, 
reject it men will, if their minds are not 
prepared to receive it. 

F our goſpel, ſaith our apoſtle, be hid, 
if it will not be received, it is hid to them 
Ibat are loſt : — I hom the G od of this world 
Vas blinded, 2 Cor. iv. 3. 

So that it can never be an objection 
againſt the Chriſtian religion, that all 
men, ſo ſoon as the goſpel i is preached to 
them, do not ſee the truth, and cloſe with 
its molt gracious offers of pardon and hap- 
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pineſs: For if men are not diſpoſed to be 


ſerious; if they were engaged in ſinful 


courſes; if they ſhun that light which 
would ſhew them to themſelves ; and de- 
ſpife thoſe means which God has ordained 
for their converſion; it is no wonder they 
do not, nay, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
believe the goſpel 

And this comes to paſs, not by any fatal 
decree of God, but from an utter indiſpo- 
ſition to hearken to the truth, and to ſee 
their intereſt in it. And this alſo occaſioned 
by a cuſtom of acting againſt reafory and 
conſcience z. by leading a life con- 
trary to holineſs; by grieving the Holy 
Spirit of God, by which they had been 
ſanctified - and making it their choice not 
to ſee the conſequence of a life om in 
ignorance and ſin. | 

For this reaſon it is, that children are 


the moſt proper ſubjects of an education. 


which regards another life. Before they 
have been ſuffered to grow wild ;—before 
their ſouls ſhall have been polluted, their 
ſenſes depraved, their minds and memo 
ries corrupted, by evil principles, and evil 
examples; for when it is thus with them, 
we ſhall find it the hardeſt thing in the 
world to purſuade them even to hear what 
we have. to ſay on the part of religion. 
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Whereas they that have the happineſs 
of being reſtrained betimes, and trained up 
in the fear of God, theſe will hear and 
receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, 
which is able to ſave their ſouls, 

——-And it is for this reaſon that the 


great enemy of ſouls has, of late, been moſt 


indefatigably induſtrious, and has ſet all 
his agents at work, to vilify and decry 
this method of inſtruction, and the charity 
ſchools; which are deſigned to give the 
children of the poor an early knowledge 
of God and of their duty, before ſin and 
hell hath got dominion over them. 

But this ſnould not diſcourage thoſe who 
are ingaged in this good work; a work, 
which, if it had not. been of God, it would 
have come to nought long ere this, conſi- 
dering the malice of ſatan, and the reſtleſs 
endeavours of his inſtruments, to bring 
an evil report upon it; which, inſtead of 


making us unealy, or weary in well-doing, 


will only oblige us ro conſider with atten - 
tion, what has, or can be objected againſt 


theſe ſchools of piety; and to reſolve to 


uſe our utmoſt endeavours to make them 
effectually anſwer all the ends of charity 
propoſed by thoſe that manage, and by 
thoſe that ſhall contribute towards ſupport- 
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of Educating Children. 21 
Now, as we are ſincere advocates for this 
charity, ſo muſt we be faithful monitors, 
and always put you in mind, that the firſt: 
and great deſign of theſe ſchools, is to 
make children Chriſtians in deed, as well- 
as in name; leſt not knowing, or not. 
feeling the power of religion in their ſouls, . 
they fall into the vices of the age, and be-- 
come a ſcandle to their education, and a 
real grief and offence to all that have con- 
tributed towards carrying it on. | 
My meaning is this: children may be, 
and often have been taught the general 
truths and duties of Chriſtianity, without 
any great good following, for want of 
ſuch previous knowledge and diſpoſitions - 
as we have been ſpeaking of, ſuch as are 
neceſſary to fit them for receiving the truth, 
in the love of it. 15 | 

II. What this knowledge, and theſe diſs 
poſitions are, we now come to conſider. 

F. 1. And firſt— As the fear of Ged is 
the beginning cf wiſdom; ſo are the fear 
of God, and the knowledge of ourſelves, 
the foundation of ſaving faith in Jeſus * 
Chriſt. | | | 

To you that fear God (ſaith the prophet) 
be will ariſe with healing in his wings, 
Mal. iv. 2. | | 
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He may indeed be ſeen by others, but 

he comes with healing in his wings to thoſe 
only who fear God. 
Feſus critd — If any man thirſt 
let bim come unto me and drink. Plainly 
intimating, that people muſt have a ſenſe 
of their wants; they mult have an appetite 
before they can ſo much as think of going 
to the living waters to quench their 
thirſt. 

Thou ſayeſt, ſaith the ſpirit, (Rev. iii. 7.) 


That 1 am rich; and knoweſt not that thou 


art wretched, and miſerable and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 
A ſad condition indeed to be 8 


without knowing it, and conſequently with- 


out any inclination to look out for help 
But then, is not this the caſe of the 
greateſt part of mankind ? and ought not 
the cure of this makady to begin , here ? 
eſpecially with reſpect to thoſe that are 
profeſſedly taken in hand to be delivered 
trom this ſtate of blindneſs and miſery. 
Should not this be our firſt and great 


concern? 


To plant the fear of God in PER 
heart betimes 
—— By giving them a juſt and diſtinct 
knowledge of God, and his attributes; 
— By making them ſenſible of the 
re:ation they bear ta him; and that they 
arc 
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of Educating Children. 23 
are accountable to his juſtice for every 
thing they do; 6 

By explaining to them the condi- 
tion they are brought into, by the fall of 
our firſt parents; 

— By ſhewing them to themſelves, 
and convincing them from their own reaſon 
and experience, that things are wretchedly: 
amils with them. > 

—— That they are by nature under the 
power and dominion of ſin; and that, if 
they were left to themſelves, they would go 
on to obey it to their eternal ruin. 

—— That people need not be at. 
mains to make themſelves miſerable ; for 
they will be ſo of courſe, if they make no. 
reſiſtance, 

In ſhort —— By making them ſee and 
feel the ſad eſtate they are in without, 


the bleſſing of a Redeemer, we ſhall lay a 


good foundation for ſaving knowledge. 
But without that, the general duties of che 
Chriſtian religion may be taught without 
effect. And they that hear them, may 
live in a formal proteſſion of Chriſtianity 
all their days, and die in a condition not 
better than that of infidels. 

Do but attend to what I am going ti to 
ſay, and you will be convinced, tnat this is 


the likelieſt, if not the only way, both to 
convert, 
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convert and to confirm them in the "ye 
of religion and virtue, vi. 
| To open their eyes, that they 
may ſee with whom they have to do; and 
that they may perceive how unworthy they 
are of the leaſt of the mercies God deſigns 
for them; and how liable they are to be- 
for ever undone; if they are not careful for 
themſelves. 
For, firſt—— This is the likelieſt way to 
convert them; 

By bringing them to a ſeriouſneſs 
of temper, than which nothing is more ne- 
ceſſary to a true converſion. | 

—— By repreſenting to their minds 
things of the greateſt concern to them, — 
The value of their fouls, which they ought. 
not to hazard, though they were to get. 
the whole world. —— 

The happineſs they are made for, and 
the miſery they may bring upon themſelves, 
if they ſhall oppoſe God's gracious deſign 


towards them. 
The conſideration of theſe things often 


ſet before them, will not ſuffer them to be 
indifferent; they will learn to be afraid for 
themlelves ; and they will conſider with at- 
tention, what is their true intereſt, and what 
they mult do to be ſaved. Fear being that 

aſſion which God makes uſe of to make 


all his other graces ciectunl; 
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of Educating. Children. 25 
Even Noah himſelf, as great as his faith 
was, ſtood in need of this paſſion, to make 


him do what God had commanded him, 


to ſave himſelf from periſning Moved 
with fear, ſaith the apoſtle, he prepared 
an ark for the ſaving of his e Heb. 
. 

9 2.— hHeſides, it is this düpefdeg 
which muſt make them fit objects of God's 
grace and compaſſion - To this man will 
J look, ſaith the Lord, even to bim bat 
trembleth at my word, 115 IXvi. 2. 4 


$. 3. If to this we add, that it is this | 


grace, and this only, that can make re- 
pentance and a religious life leſs diſcourag- 


ing and burthenſome, than they are apt to 
appear to an unregenerate mind, we ſhall 


{till ſee more reaſon to preſs it upon thoſe 
whom we are about to inſtruct. unto eternal 
he ©: : 


things for which they are naturally very 
fond ; To mortify their luſts and 
affections, which are as dear to them as 
their lives; —— To take up the croſs, 
even before it is laid upon them. Theſe 
are duties which corrupt nature would 
avoid, if God, by putting his fear into 


their hearts; d1d not ſhew them the danger, 


and the neceſſity of doing any thing to 
elcape it, 5 
| And 


Pd 


To deny n a great many | 
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And here one cannot but wonder at thoſe 
who for the moſt part, forgetting this only 
fure argument of converſion, do hope to 
perſuade people to forſake their ſins, and 
tead a religious life, by arguments. purely 
moral, or on account of worldly incon- 
Veniencies. 

—— You willruin your reputation, your 
health, your eſtate z. you will ge Mes 
friends. 
on the other hand, virtue is its 

own reward: How honourable 3 is it to be 
Juſt to one's word, and true in one's deal- 
ings! — How ubworthy a rational man to. 
hve like a beaſt ! | 

One may very well W 
ber any man, ever fince the fall of 
Adam, was converted by arguments of this 
nature. Alas! our corrupt hearts will 
eaſily get over every thing that can be ſaid, 
which only regards this. world. — But who 
ean be ſo Ry as to ſlight eternal ruin; 
or to deſpiſe his power, and his diſpleaſure, 
who can deſtroy both body and foul in 
hell ; when repreſented in terms ſuited to 
the capacities. of thoſe to whom we ſpeak, 
and preficd upon them with r 
ſeriouſneſs? ; 

It is for this reaſon, and becauſe of our- 

ſelves we have ſo little inclination to con- 
ſider, as well as little ** to chuſe 
| What 
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what is good; —— That God in his holy 


ſafed them the 


word, both in the Old and New Teſta» 


ment, has ſo frequently ſet before us the 


terrors of the Lord, and of the world to 
come; —— That he has made known to 
us the certain. miſerable portion of the 


wicked in a future ſtate; in order to 


awaken us To fill our hearts with 
fears of future evils, while we continue 
impenitent; To make us ſerious; to 
make the pleaſures of the world leſs palas 
table—to break the power of temptations z 
or, in one word To diſpoſe us for eternal 
Uſe; |} | | * BO 

2. Neither is it of leſs uſe to confirm 
them in the ways of virtue and piety. 

For it will repreſent to their minds the 
dangers they have eſcaped; the ſad con- 
dition they had been in, had not God vouch- 

grace of repentance; which 
will be a means of curing them of that 
careleſſneſs and preſumption that are the 
ruin of an infinite number of ſouls, 

And ſeeing the circumſtances of this 
life, as well as the commands of Jeſas 
Chriſt, require that Chriſtians ſhould be 
always upon their guard, nothing but a 
great fear of miſcarrying could reconcile 
them to a duty ſo uneaſy to fleſh and 
blood, * | 


But 
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But above all things, this fear will 
create in young people a tenderneſs of 
conſcience, - than which nothing will be of 
greater uſe in the whole courſe of their 
lives, to preſerve them from falling. 

Temptations may be ſudden; —— They 
may not always have time to conſider the 
evil tendency - of actions; may not 
always know what their duty requires of 
them: But if their conſcience is 
tender and awake, they will be ſure to 
keep at the greateſt diſtance from every 
thing they have reaſon to fear may offend 
God ; which will often ſerve inſtead of time 
to conſider; inſtead of knowledge to direct; 
inſtead of friends to adviſe with in time of 
danger. 

Beſides theſe, there is one other colt 
effect this fear will have upon thoſe who 
are early poſſeſſed of it. And this is— 
It will oblige them to live in a conſtant de- 
pendence upon God. To beever look- 
ing up to him for pardon and grace, for 
light and aſſiſtance, for protection againſt 
their adverſaries, and againſt that ſecurity, 
the fruits of which are—— Negligence, a 
bold venturing upon temptations, a wicked 
life, and a reprobate mind. 

I will only add—That this method of 
education appears to me to be—The very 
ſhorteſt way of giving children a thorough 

know- 
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knowledge of their duty both tõ Gad and 
man. 
For beſides chis That! it gives 0 
the firſt poſſeſſion of their Fay (which 
is fure no ſmall advantage) It deter- 
mines their choice betimes; makes them 
afraid of the dangers that ſurround them, 
and gives them an abhorrence of tho 
vices which are ſo dangerous even to, he 
acquainted with; and which one needs byt 
once taſte of, to become for ever laves to 
them. 

But then, if we conkiter the age, hs 
the flow e of thoſe we have to 
The many precepts of 
the goſpel; And the different cir- 
cumſtances of life, wherein they ate to 
be applied; we ſhould utterly deſpair of 
giving. them a full ſight and knowledge 


of their duty, had not God directed us 


to. this ſhort method to tea 1 them 
firſt of all to fear him; which w 11 ſupply 
the want of a great deal of earn; 


 —a good memory, and a great. deal 


of time, which every body cannot be 


maſter of. NI 


—— So that natural conſcience, the 
general rules of religion, as they are 
ſummed up in our catechiſm, and wich 
every body may learn; theſe, aſſiſted 
by the fear of God, Will be ſufficient to 

'D Alrect 
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direct any .Chriſtian in any ſtate of life, 


bv which the Providence of God ſhall place 
im. 


And indeed, as it is but too ſure, 
tar » very many make a ſhift, with good 
re, and a 95 1 deal of learning, to be 
Tek ney ruined ;. ſo, to the praiſe of God 
id, we often ſee many poor people, 
1255 very ſmall attainments, but who have 
been bred up in the fear of God, ——As 
true lovers of God, As careful not 
to offend him, < As conſtant and devout 
in worſhiping him; as juſt and conſcientious 
in their dealings with men ; and as ſober 
and temperate in their lives; and conſe- 
' quently have as good a title to the bleſſings 
of paradiſe, and the kingdom of heaven, as 
they that have had the greateſt advantages 
| of learning and education. | 
1 In ſhort— This foundation being onee 
well laid, all other Chriſtian graces and 
virtues will follow of courſe. 
We ſhall love God proportionably to the 
* nercies we are ſenſible we have received 
from him, and the dangers from which he 
| has delivered. us; we ſhall hope for all fa- 
vourable allowances from him, whom we 
know we fear and love. 
| We ſhall honour him, and every 
thing that relates to him; and we ſhall 


"kerve him truly all our days, 


—— 


n 
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of Educating Children. 31 
And being convinced that God hass 
made the love of our neighbour a proof 
of our fear and love of him, we hall F 
always be afraid of doing any of thoſe . 
things to others, which he hates and has 
forbidden. | t 251 
Laſtly, = knowing that our bodies are 
the temples of the living God, we ſhall 
endeavour to keep them holy and undefiled 
as the temples of God ſhould be; and ſhall 
always be afraid of profaning and pollut- 
ing them, and of doing any of thoſe vile 
things which may drive the Spirit of God 
from his temple'and leave it to be poſſeſſed 
by devils. 33 
But I muſt not tire your patience z 
and therefore I proceed, in the laſt place, 
to conſider, 5 5 _ 
HI. What manner of education is moſt 
proper to imprint the fear of God in the 
hearts of thoſe whom we undertake to in- 
ſtruct; in order — to prevent them, it 
poſſible, from making ſhipwreck of the faith 
= which they have once received; and tooblige 
them to live according to the precepts of 
the goſpel which they have embraced. 
= — There is indeed one truth, which, 
if it would be believed, would make peo- 
ple more deſirous to learn their duty, than 
any body could be to teach them — and 
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That a virtuous education is really prefe- 
rable to all the wealth and other eee 
of the world, without it. | 
But foraſmuch as this will very hardly 
be received, we muſt take another method, 
and endeavour to poſſeſs people's hearts 
with the fear of God, and a fear for them- 
| ſelves, in order to prevail with them to lead 
a godly and a Chriſtian life. 

We muſt, for-inſtance, ſet before them 

the power and majeſty of that God with 
whom they have to do; — That all his 
laws are holy, juſt, and good; 
That therefore he expects b to 
them ; — That he ſees all their actions, 
hears all their words, and knows the very 
thoughts of their hearts ; that though 
he 18 infinitely good and mericiful, yet that 
he can be angry with ſinners, and ſeverely 
too As is plain from the many judg- 
ments recorded in ſcripture for our ex- 
ample; and —— that he will call all 
men to an acccount for the talents he 
has given them. That not only wicked, 
but unprofitable ſervants, will then be pu- 
niſhed. That i berefore it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the bands of the living 
God. —— And that God has made theſe 
truths known to them, on purpoſe that 
they may not ruin themſelves eternally. 
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Let them therefore be taught to live 
always as in the preſence of God; as the 
moſt effectual way to preſerve in their 


hearts à ſenſe of their dependence upon 


him. Woll before me, and be thou per- 
fe; is a rule given by God himſelf; 
It is a rule that the moſt ignorant will be 


able to apply in all the circumſtances. 5 
have 


life and the moſt learned cannot h 
a better. E ; — * 11 

—— You are in the preſence of God 
He is preſent therefore to puniſh 


you, if you break his laws; ——— He is 


preſent to reward you, if you do your beft 
He is preſent to aſſiſt 


ſent to defend you againſt all your ad- 
verſaries. —— So that liſe and death are 


ſet before you. 


They are then to be made acquainted 
with their own condition; what they ate 
by nature, what they would be, if left in- 
tirely to themſelves ;—— What they may 


: hope for, by giving themſelves up to God; 


And what will certainly be the con- 


ſequence of their living without God in 


the world. | 
That they are by nature born in ſin, and 
the children of wrath,' is what they often 


hear, and often repeat; but then they ſhould 


know —— That to be born in ſin, is to 
D3 come 


* *, 
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-come into the world a creature, in whom 
God can take no pleaſure. 

A creature, in which are the 
ſeeds of all manner of wickedneſs, ready 
to ſpring up, and bring him to deſtruction 
both of ſoul and body. 

A creature no more able to help 
himſelf out of this ſad eſtate, than a man 
that 1s dead. | 
'S And that yet he muſt be delivered 
out E this eſtate, before he leaves this 
world, or he will remain under the power 
of everlaſting death, of everlaſting miſery, 
For this they ought to know further, 
That they are not only born in fin, 


: but by converſing with others as corrupt 

as themſelves, they will become ſtill more 
wicked the longer they live, and -more 
offenſive to God, it not reſtrained by his 


grace. 


| It will be cls to convince them 
of this, by obliging them to conſider 
thoſe many people, over whom ſin and 
ſatan have got the dominion.— How 

they are ſlaves to the moſt unreaſonable 
paſſions; who having ſold them- 
ſelves to work wickedneſs, they are at Jaic 
come to that paſs, that they cannot ceaſe 
from ſin. So that neither the fear of tem- 
- poral nor eternal puniſhments can reſtrain 


them, 
Then 
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Then let then ſee the folly of that moſt 
common deluſion That it 1s impoſſible 


they ſhould ever fall into the abominable 
fins they ſee, and every day hear 44. 


guilty of. A deluſion that has been L 


ruin of infinite ſouls. _ 
Let them know therefore, that no- 


body ever was extremely graceleſs ard 


e at once; — That one ſin. makes 


That 


way tor and brings on another 


every one who lives in any known fin, is 


advancing to a ſtate of atheiſm, of Sibiu 


that there were no God, and at laſt of 
living as if there were none. 
are of the very ſame race and make with 


That they 


thoſe very people, whoſe wickedneſſes they 


are aſtoniſhed at; and that the fame evil 
ſpirit that tempted them to thoſe abomi- 
nations, is ever walking about like a roaring 
lien, ſeeking whom be may be permitted to 
devour. | 


Lallly, Let this truth be often inculcated, 


that we are not ſo much maſters of our- 


ſelves as we are apt to imagine. 

Governed we mult be, either by the ſpi- 
rit of God, or by an evil ſpirit. And 
that whenever men grieve the Holy Spirit, 
and provoke him to withdraw his protec- 
tion, that moment ſatan takes them under 


his power, and, as the ſcriptures ſpeak — 


leads them captive at his will. 


D 4 Theſe 
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| Theſe conſiderations, if any thing, will 
make young people afraid for themſelves, 
_eſpecially if they are often put in mind, 
that a very few years will determine their 
fate for ever, and they will be happy or 
miſerable to all eternity. 
But will not this way of dealing with 
children make them melancholy? _ 
By no means It may make 
them ſerious, and that they ought to be; 
and they ought to be ſo betimes, leſt they 
never be ſo as long as they live. 
That which makes people melancholy, 
15 when they have wrong appre- 
henſions of God; as if he had ordained 
them for miſery ; or when they are ſhewn 
the danger they are in, without the way to 
eſcape. 
This indeed would be a ready way to 
drive them to deſpair. 

But when at the fame time that 
they ſee the bad eſtate they are in by na- 
ture, they ate made to underſtand the gra- 
cious goodneſs of God in the manner of 
their redemption. How he ſent his 
only ſon to take our nature upon him, in 
order to deliver us from this ſtate of ſin 
and miſery. 

That he is in him reconciling the 
world unto himſelf; — H hat for his ſake 
he will overlook the unt ardneſs of our 
| nature; 
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4 


nature; — reſtore us to his | favour ;— 


give us all the aids neceſſary to do what 
he requires of us; and that if we conti- 


nue to ſerve him faithfully. all our days, 


he will make us happy for ever there 
will then be no reaſon for melancholy, 
much leſs for deſpair. a 
But on the contrary ——— they that 
are thus inſtructed, will eaſily perceive the 
reaſonableneſs and the neceſſity of all the 
duties which Chriſtianity requires of them, 
and will readily cloſe with them, whenever 
they are propoſed to tem. 
They'll ſee, for inſtance, and be ſenſibly 
affected with the love and kindneſs of God 


in touching their hearts with a ſenſe of 


the danger they were in; which muſt 
needs be very great, ſince none bur the 
Son of God could deliver tge m. 

—— They'll highly value the favour 
of their deliverance, as they will have 
reaſon to do; and this will very naturally 
lead them to love the Lord their. God with 
all their heart ; and to do what they: believe 
will pleaſe him, though it ſhould: thwart 
their own inclinations. CERT 


When they ſhall be convin'd, 


as they ought to be, that God requires 


obedience | to his laws, for this reaſon 
only, that, we may not be miſerable, they 
will avoid every ſin he has forbidden, not 


be- 
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becauſe *tis ſcandalous, or puniſhable by 
man, but becauſe it will diſpleaſe : by 
and becauſe it will utterly unfit them for 
heaven and happineſs. 

— When once they have been much 
ſenſible, what little power they had to de- 
liver themſelves out of that ſad eſtate in 
which ſin had involv'd them, they'll ſee it 
highly reaſonable to give all the glory of 
their deliverance to God; and to caſt 
themſelves intirely upon him for grace and 
ſtrength to carry them through all r 
difficulties and dangers. 

And this will very naturally lead 
them to pray to him continually, to deli- 
ver them from a corrupt world, infinite 
errors, and moſt powerſul enemies, which 
they are ſure to meet with in their way te 
heaven. 

If they have been made truly ſen- 
fible of the corruption, the weakneſs, and 
the inconſtancy of their nature, and' that 
Satan is ever ready to tempt them to their 
ruin, they'll ſee, and they'll acknowledge 
the reaſonableneſs, and the abſolute neceſ- 
fity of mortification and felf-denal, of 


watching and walking warily all their days. 


Whenever they are in danger of 
backſliding, they'll be put in mind of the 
fad condition of that man in the goſpel, 
whom our Lord has mentioned or our 

warning, 


bs, . abs! 
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warning, to whom an evil ſpirit, after he 


had been turned out, returned with ſeven 
other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf; 


how the laſt ęſtate of that man was worſe 
i ban the firſt. | 


— And having been often told, as 2 
they ſhould be, that whenever the ſpirit of 


God forſakes them, an evil ſpirit will take 
the government of them; and that every 


wilful fin ſets them further out of God's 


favour, and gives the devil ſtill more 


power over them — Whenever th 


ſhall have done amiſs, they will immedi- 
ately aſk pardon, that they may not put 


themſelves out of God's protection. 
In one word, they will not look 


upon Chriſtianity as a tate of idleneſs, but 


conſider it, as indeed it is, as a ſtate of 
trial, in which they are placed for a very 


ſhort while, in order to be reſtored to the 


image of God, in which they were at firſt 


created; and that if they loſe this oppor- 


tunity, they are for ever undone. _ 
And when they ſee ſo many about 


them in the very way of perdition,—they*ll 


bleſs God for the happy providence, and 


for all thoſe whom he has made inſtru- 


ments of their conyerſion,—before evil 
habits were become a ſecond aature,—be- 
fore evil converſation had corrupted their 
manners, or evil company their principles, 

$- 4. And 
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© 8. 4. And it is much to be wiſhed, that. 
they, who ſtand charged with the educz- 
tion of thoſe of better circumſtances than 
thoſe We are now concerned for, would 
ſeriouſly conſider, whether it is not for 
want of laying this foundation; for want 
of poſſeſſing their ſouls betimes with the 
fear of God, and with a concern for their 
everlaſting welfare, that that learning and 
other accomplifnments, which are intended 
to qualify them for paſſing through the 
world with reputation and advantage, do 
only prove a greater ſnare to them. 

For tis too plain to be deny'd, that very 
many of thoſe whom God has diſtinguiſhed 
by, honours, liberal educations; and great 
"eſtates, are extremely corrupted -by theſe 

advantages. . They are often too 
learned to be inſtructed by their proper 
teachers too great to be reproved 
when chey are in an error too high 
to ſubmit to the laws of the goſpel 
"or too much taken up with the affairs of 
this world, to be ſerioufly concerned for 


that which is to come. 
And all this for want of being Grit 


 =Y 


inſtructed in the fear of God; and the 


© dangers they are expoſed to, if they ſhould 
be fo unhappy as to follow _ own in- 


Clinations. 


For 


of Educating Children. 41 
— For want of being humbled with 
the knowledge of the majeſty of God, who 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 
For want of knowing the dangers 
and the temptations of an high eſtate. 
— For want of being convinced, that 
they are as much ſubject to the laws of 
Chriſt, and as liable to be eternally ruin'd, 
if they are not ſo, as the meaneſt on earth. 
— For want of being often told 
that the more they have, the more they 


are to anſwer for. 


—And, laſtly—for want of being made 
ſenſible of the vile ingratitude of living 
only to diſhonour their great benefactor. 
We are obliged to ſay it again; tis the 
want of this kind of inſtruction, that is the 
ſource of that corruption which ſpreads it- 
ſelf ſo univerſally — while a ſuperficial 
knowledge of the Chriſtian: religion, of the 
commands of God, and of the way of wor- 
ſhippinghim, is call'd a Chriſtian education. 

And therefore it much concerns all thoſe, 
whoſe hearts God has movꝰd to ſet up theſe 
ſchools of charity, to ſee, that the children, 
in them at leaſt, be taught in the firſt 
place to fear God; to know, and to be 
afraid for themſelves, andof his judgments. 

— And then we might hope to ſee a 


number of young people, ſober and ſerious 


in their behayiour—and when grown up, 
E peaceable 
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peaceable in their lives, upright in their 
dealings, obedient to their governors, and 
examples of piety to all about them. 
And what encouragement would all 
good Chriſtians have to contribute, upon 
every occaſion, towards carrying on ſo ex- 


cellent a work ? 
— With what grateful hearts would 


poor parents embrace theſ2 opportunities 


of having their children taught, not only 
how to live, but how to be forever happy? 

— What thankful returns would many 
of theſe make, if ever God ſhould enable 
them, in contributing towards the Chriſtian 


education of others ? 
And laſtly — How much concern'd 


would our governors be, to give all the 


encouragement imaginable to theſe worthy 
undertakings, and feverely puniſh thoſe 
who ſhould endeavour to blaſt fo good a 
deſign. 
For indeed, tis true religion that muſt 
ſupport the ſtate; notonly as it is a means 
of averting God's judgments, but as it is 
the moſt effectual means of keeping men 
within the bounds of duty and obedience. 
The fear of God being the only ſure prin- 
ciple of loyalty to be depended on. 
The fear of death itſelf being but a poor 


-God's 


reſtraint, in compariſon. of the dread of i 


£2 
" ” 
* 
. 
Li 


God's diſpleaſure, when once the heart is 
poſſeſſed with a juſt ſenſe of it. 

And if ever we ſhall be ſo happy as to 
have the generality of our youth thus 
educated, the civil government will ſoon 
find its intereſt in it. 

They that ſhall be taught to fear God, 


will as ſurely honour the king, and them 


that are put in authority under him. 
Men will obey them that have the rule 
over them, not only for wrath, for fear of 
temporal puniſhment, but for conſcience 
fake, for fear of offending God. 
The ſacredneſs of oaths will be more 
regarded. — And Chriſtians will ſtudy to 
be quiet, and to do their own: buſineſs, and 
leave the government of the world to 
thoſe on whom the providence of God has 
laid that burden. | 8 04 
And though the corruption of human 
nature will always make laws, and civil 
penalties, and magiſtrates to put them in 
execution, and to decree juſtice neceſſary; 
yet this burden will become every day 
lighter; | 
When the number of untaught and un- 
diſciplined people ſhall be leſſened- When 


ſubjects ſhall become peaceable, hecauſe of 


the oath of God which is upon them 
when men ſhall make it their choice to be 
juſt one to another, knowing the account 

| E 2 they 
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they muſt one day give — and being con- 
vinced, that this is not the world they were 
made for; when they ſhall be afraid of 
loſing the eternal happineſs of the next, by 
being too paſſionately fond of this. 

In ſhort— there is no governing the 
outward, without firſt governing the in- 
ward man; — Out of the heart, ſaith our Sa- 
viour, proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 

 #eries, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, 
Mat. xv. 19. N ir 

Now where the fear of God is, there 
is no room for any of theſe to enter; and 
this is the reaſon that I have with ſo much 
earneſtneſs, and, I am afraid, tediouſneſs, 
recommended a method of education, 
which, if religiouſly purſued, would in all 
probability promote theſe great ends ; — 
the glory of God — the good of mankind 
— the happineſs of this life — and the 
bleſſings of the world to come. 
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For ſuch as have learned the 
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CHURCH CATECHISM-. 
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Q. LTAVING notice to prepare my-⸗ 
H ſelf for confirmation, I beg your: 


aſſiſtance, that I may know what + am! 
going about, and what is expected from 
me? | 
A. I will gladly aſſiſt you; and if in- 
deed you deſire to fave your ſoul, I will 
inſtruct you after ſo plain a manner, that 
you need not periſh for want of knowledge, 


E 3 Q. I. 
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46 nuſtructions for ſuch as have 
Q. I pray then let me know, why I am 


called to confirmation? 


A. That the church may be ſatisfied 


| you are a Chriſtian out of choice, and not 


only becauſe you was born in a Chriſtian 


country. 


Q. Why muſt the church be ſatisfied 


of this? 


A. Becauſe the church is a ſociety of 
perſons profeſſing to live in the fear of 
God, and expecting God's judgments, if 
any of their body do live in an open defi- 

ance of his laws, without rebuke. 

And therefore, for better ſecurity, all 
its members are openly to declare their 
full purpoſe of living as becometh the 
goſpel of Chriſt, which is the law they are 
to be governed by. 

Q. Is there any further benefit that! 
may hope for, by going to be confirmed ? 

A. Yes; you may expect from that 
time, that God will daily increaſe his 
graces in you, if you heartily deſire 
them : For the biſhop, with whom is the 
hand of God in all that he doth in the name. 


of Chriſt, * prayeth for you; and by 


laying his hand upon you, doth certify 
you of God's favour and good will to- 
wards you. | 


us Matth. XXYUls 30. 


And 
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And then, if you know that this 
_ Y folemn way of laying on of hands“ was 
el from the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, you 


ot will have reaſon to hope for much good 
an from it: and to neglect it, where it may 


be had, is to deſpiſe God's — and fa- 
vours, 

Q. I would therefore prepare myſelf 
for confirmation, not only becauſe the 
church requires it, but becauſe it will be 
my advantage to do ſo. 

A. It will moſt certainly: for the 
Chriſtian profeſſion, which you are going 
to take upon you, is the only thing which 
can make you eaſy here, and fate here- 
after. 

For it teacheth us, that though we are 
miſerable, ſinful, helpleſs creatures; tho? 
we have many and powerful enemies: yet, 
by the favour of God, we may be ſafe 

t and happy. 
s For by it we Jeara, that God deſiretn 
=_ our welfare, and that he is able to do for 


e 

© RS us more than we can aſk or think. | 
e It teacheth us what ſervice God re- 
/ BS quires of us; how we may make our 
òLM peace, when we have offended him by our, 
- BS H{ins; how dangerous it is to lead a careleſs 


life; and how happy God-will make all 


| at Hebr. Vi. 2, 


ſuch 


LES = 
I W en LR 
%%% 
5 {EM EC} n 
. LIES 9 ENR „„ n 1 

1 CTC N SIS == N 
1 N od . 3 La Fn I IF 0 FLEA Pg, 
any MY 3 2 SATIN F 


48 Viſtructions for ſuch as have” 

ſach as ſerve him to the beſt of their 
knowledge. 

Q. Why then ſhould:I not take upon 
myſelf the Chriſtian: profeſſion? 

A. Only take with you the advice of 

Chriſt*. Conſider ſeriouſly. what you are 
going to undertake. 
Whether you can purpoſe in your heart 
to reſiſt the temptations of the devil, _ 
world, and the fleſh, which will all en- 
deavour to draw you. from God. 

Whether you will reſolve to believe the 
word of God, which ſpeaks of another 
world, and of things which you cannot ſee 
with your bodily. eyes. 

And whether you will do your beſt to 
Keep the commands of God, in hopes of- 


a future, and unſeen reward. 
Indeed, when I conſider, that all 


Chriſtians have promiſed to do this, and. 
yet too few do ever think of what muſt; 
come hereafter, I cannot but be afraid for 
myſelf, leſt I-ſhould grow as careleſs as 


many others. 
A. It is for this reaſon you are now 


called upon, to ſee whether you will take 
up a ſober reſolution of ſerving God. 

And to make you concerned in this mat- 
ter, conſider ſeriouſly, that we muſt all ap. 


* Luke xiv. 28. 


pear 


n 
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pear before the judgment feat of Chriſt. That 
as you ſpend this ſhort life well or ill, you 
muſt be happy or miſerable for ever. 

This ſhould make one ſerious in- 


deed, and therefore I do intreat you to 
give me a true account of my condition. 


A. Underſtand then, that you are a. 


creature ſubject to ſin, and to miſery. 
That God has permitted you to be born 

in this condition, that you may ſee the ſad 

effects of forſaking him. > 


And that finding you are unable to 


help yourſelf, you may ever be obliged 
to look up unto him for help, which, at 
your baptiſm, he hath covenanted to give 
you. | | 


indeed live in a conſtant dependence upon 
God, he hath permitted the devil to tempt 
you; that is, to endeavour to draw you 
from your duty. 5 

But, at the ſame time, you have this 
faithful promiſe, that his good Spirit ſhall 
ever be with you, to defend and ſtrengthen 
you; provided you ſeek to him, put your 
whole truſt in him, and do not grieve 
him by a wicked life. £200, 7 

To encourage you to ſerve God, what- 
ever good thing you do by his aſſiſtance; 
he will graciouſly reward it, as if it were 


done by yourſelf only, t 
= . But 


L * 3 rag Ws 1 ; . , 
L 12 r 8 E „„ (AE. - 8 US 8 N fi 
IDS 3 2 5 3 5 9 i E 5 Co . 2 mr) N 8 Pe * 
** AL £ 2 b AEST C1 8 n 9 won ths ; > da it 4 * at = 
o = LT . 8 Vie ä 
P 
eee 


Now to prove you, whether you will 
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But if you ſhall. deſpiſe God's aſſiſt. 
ance, and truſting to your own reaſon and 
ſtrength, fall into a wicked life, the good 
Spirit of God will forſake you, and you 
will then be governed by evil ſpirits, and 
be made very miſerable. | | 
Q. From what you ſay, I underſtand 
that we are in this life in a ſtate of trial 
and danger, that we may be obliged to 
keep cloſe to God; which if we reſolve to 
do, then we are in no danger at all, | 
A. Very true: And obſerve alſo, that 
by the mercy of Chriſt, we are in a ſafer 
condition than even our firſt parents 
were; they were indeed created upright, 
but they fell: we are, by reaſon of their 
fall, bern in weakneſs, but have an Al 
mighty God. every ready to ſupport us 5 
and if we, through our own fault, do ſlip, 
we have a Mediator with God, ever ready 
to make our peace. 1 
Q. Bleſſed be God that it is ſo well with 
us. Since then this is my condition, I 
pray, what mult I do to be ſafe? 
A. Firſt, you muſt reſolve to oppoſe 
all temptations to ſin, which will oblige 
you to mortification and ſelf-denial. + 
Lou muſt believe, and lay to heart, 
what God hath made known in his holy 
word, and eſpecially the promiſes and 
threatnings of the goſpel of Chriſt. 5 
= 5 ou 
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You muſt reſolve to keep the com- 


mandments, which teach you your duty to 


God, and to your neighbour. 


And becauſe you cannot do this of 


yourſelf, you muſt purpoſe at all times to 
ſeek to God, by prayer, for his aſſiſtance. 
And, laſtly; ſince it is mere favour in 
God, that he receiveth us into his cove- 
nant, and promiſeth us eternal life, we 


muſt thankfully receive, and uſe —— 


means of grace which he hath appointed; 
namely, baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper. 
Theſe are the chief heads of our duty, 
which you may underſtand, be you never 
ſo unlearned, if you will ſet your heart 


upon it, and pray to God for help. 


I have already learned theſe in the 
catechiſi I have been taught. 

A. You have ſo; and in that you have 
learning ſufficient, if you do but know 
how to make uſe of it in the courſe of 
your life; which I ſhall aſſiſt you to do 


after a very plain way. 


But firſt, go and fall down on your 


knees, and beg of God to give you grace, 


* 
and an underſtanding heart, in the follows 
ing words: 

: "If any of you tack wiſdom, let him aſe of 

| Cad, and it ſhall be given him“. 

® James i. 5. 
The 
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GOD, the fountain of all wiſdom; We 

moſt humbly beſeech thee to enlighten our 
minds, that we may come to the knowledge of 
thee, and of thy . goodneſs in Feſus Chriſt, 
Give us a ſerious, an underſtanding, and a 
religious heart, that as we grow in years, 
ve may grow in grace. Bleſs all the means 
of ſalvation which thou haſt afforded us, and 
eſpecially this Inſtruction, hat it may fink 
into our hearts, and bring forth in us the 
fruit of good living, to . honour and 
3 of thy name, through Jeſus * our 


Amen, 
S E 


* HAT is your name?“ 
„„ A. Aras” 
Who gave you that name?“ 
A. My godfathers and godmothers 
in my baptiſm, wherein I was made a 
member of Chriſt, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
Heaven.“ 


; * 


Q. Pray what was my condition before 
_ r 
A. Being 
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A. Being born of ſinful parents, you 


brought the ſeeds of ſin into the world 


with , „ „ 0; le 
And you ſee what are the fruits of that 
ſeed, by the abominable wickedneſs men 


5 : can be guilty of, when they are left to 
WW themſelves. 


Q. You mean ſome deſperate people 
only ? Wn, 
A. Do not deceive yourſelf, We are 


all by nature ſubject to every abomina- 
tion; and if God by his grace, or his provi- 


dence, hath kept us from thoſe greater 
crimes, we mult thank * him, and not 
ourſelves. 288 : 

For beſides our own corrupt hearts, 
which would lead us to ſin, there are evil 
ſpirits ever ready to tempt us to miſchief, 


and of ourſelves we have no power to eſ- 


cape their malice. 

Q: Is it not a great unhappineſs to be 
born with inclinations to ſin, and to be 
ſet in the midit of ſuch powerful enemies? 

A. There is no doubt of it: But then 


the mercy of God has turned all this to 


your greater advantage. 

For now you ſee plainly the danger you 
are in; you ſee what a ſad thing fin 
is, and what it will bring men to; you 


ſee that you have no power to help your- 


WW - 


* 2 Pet. v. 8, 
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1 TyftruBions for fuch as have 


ſelf, but that dit ſt altogether d end 
upon G64, — = governed by Nun; 
ch if you reſolve to be, he has o 
pared for you ſuch good things as y 
could never have deſerved, though 500 
Had lived in innocency all your days. 
Q. What did move God to have "or A 
regard for us. = 
A. Jeſus Chriſt, the 1 of God, hath, 
by his death, made our peace” with his 
father,” upon cofidition that we believe, 
1 repent, and turn to God, and do' works meet 
ger rhpentaiice A kich is called the Co. 
1 venant of Grace, becauſe it is offered unte 
= us of God's tree favour, without our de- 
N | &rving. 0 353 01130 - 16") 
Now alt ſuch as accept this pracioit 
| offer, are baptized and anctify'd by the 
Holy Ghoſt : That is, they are taken from 
1 * the government of ſatan; and 
| Having the ſeeds of holineſs ſown in their 
Hearts, "they become nembers of CO, 
fons of God, and biirs of heaven. 
Q. What is it to be a member of Chriſt 4 
K It is to be a member of his church, 
which is called the bouy of Chriſt, becauſe 
Chriſt, as the head, governeth it We his 
laws, and [preſerverh It by his ſpirit, 


+ Acts Y 26- "© Acts xxvi. 18. 
Q. What 


9 * 


learn the Church Catechiſm. 55 
. What benefit is Webber 


of the church of, Chriſt, 2? 
A. Lou have hereby a 7 rig 8. 0 many 
great and precious promiſes. 


Tue promiſe of peace with God, of par- 
don upon your repentance; the promiſe Bf 
Gods good ſpirit to guide and, defen 

you the promiſe of eternal life, and al 
the means of grace neceſſary to obtain it; 
and laſtly, the promiſe 45 Chriſt's porverful 
preſence with your ſpiritual Paſpors, unta the 


. | 
world's end +. & YR) N or. bt®% 


4% 9 01 


A. It is a . F FER Fer 
whoever is ſo, whether on account of 4 
wicked e wicked prin php, or by: 
parating himrſelf without, cauſg from the 
true and regularly ctablilh'd k 3. where 
he dwells, which 1s. called ſchiſm, ſuch 3 
perſon becometh again a ſubject of ſatan; 
the prince of ais world , that is, / al ſuch 
85 are not in covenant with God $. che 


The ſirſt Chriſtians were ſo ſeglit of 


this, that their doldeſt ſinners, bad Aicher 

eaſe nor comfort under the church's Fen- 
ſures, but underwent any ſhame or. trou- 
ble, that —_ waeren. bh dor daa. com- 


munlon. 40” 1012 +} 10 Bod 2:73 
7 Matt. xxviii, 50. : Jobs . 31. 
& Kha :. f 2 Corrie 
'F 2 Q. What 


Is 
8 by . 
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56 * Inflruttions for ſuch ar have 
Q. What reaſon have T'to believe,-that 
I am a member of the church, to which ſo 
many favours are promiſed'?? — *©- 
A. You have had the bleſſing of being 
baptized by perſons ſent, and ordained for 
that end. 

But to be a true and lively amb of 
his body, you muſt be careful to do + what 
he hath commanded. # if we ſay that 
de bave felleruſbip with bim, and walk in 
darkneſs, (i. e. lead a wicked 1 we Heß 
and do not the truth | 

Q. What is it to be a child of God? 

A. It is to have fuch "privilege with 
God, as a fon hath with his father. This 
is called adoprion, by which you have an 
aſſurance that God, for Chriſt's fake, will 
overlook the untowardneſs of your nature, 
pity your infirmities, favourably hear your 
requeſts, fupply all your wants, reward 
your well-doings, and correct your miſcar- 
þ riages; which are all acts of fatherly af- 

l tection. 

1 Q. What is it to be an Inberitor 4 the 

j kin gdom of ben ven? 

.- A. It is to have a title to the joys ind 

| glories of heaven, and to be put into a 
ture way of attaining them. It is to have 

the word of God || tor your eue and 


+ Matt. xi. 21. 41 John i. 1 Heb. i. 55 
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the good angels , God, to miniſtet uoto 
you; ſo that it will be your e 


you ark bot»gternally happy. 
Had I no gh thee dees, 


before; l- was: baptized? 1 
A. None at all. Canter what favours 
they are, and yon will find 3 in 
yourſelf that ean deſerve ſuch; T7 
Can ſinful duſt and aſhes — 0 
heavenly | 5 ag et _ favour of God, 
the; tion of angels? 

— nature chink of Aſerving 
or be capable of glory, and eee and 
immortality? 

Endeavour to Ts wink; better, that 
being truly:humbled with ;a ſenſe ef your 
own vileneſs and miſery, you may ,thank- 
fully accept of help and mercy. from God? 
for they that are whate need not a Pa * 
but. they that are fick R. n TUE 

And ſeeing God has promiſed 10 do 40 
much for ou, be per nadel to do ſome⸗ 
ching for Vourſel.. 

: What can ſo miſerable A creature do 
for himſelf ?: 1612303} -* 418; 5 3 

A. You can hm your ovn Unwort 
neſs, and praꝝ to God to pity/ you: Nou 
can uſe thè graces he beſtoweth upon you, 
and be thankful for his Nen FOR can 


* 


+ Rom, iii, . 23. t Matt. Ix, TY | 
4 | ao 


58 Inſtructions for ſuch as have 
do your beſt, and his goodneſs will os 
no more. | 

Q. What uſe am I to make of chi part 
of my catechiſm i 

A. Let it bring to your menden 
that you are a Chriſtian; that you have a 
new name, and new powers given you, on 
purpoſe that you may become a new crea- 
ture. 

If you are indeed a child of God, 
will think what a dutiful child * td 
go. You will fear his diſpleaſure, and 
truſt in his love; you will run to him for 
what you want, and be thankful for what 
he gives; and you will own his affection 

when he corrects, as well as when he ſmiles 
upon you. 

If you look for an inheritance in hea- 
ven, * thoughts will de often there. 
For where your trea ſure is, there u your 
heart be alſo F. 

And you will not be too eager or the 
things of this world. You will neither 
be much afraid of its troubles, nor too 
fond of its vanities, remembring that both 
will ſoon have an end. 

And as ever you hope to go to heaven, 
you will endeavour to fit yourſelf for that 
glorious place; remembring, that without 


holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord T. 


+ Matt. vi. 21. J Heb, xi. 14. 
The 


{ 
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The ſure promiſe of God will not ſuffer 
you to deſpair: And the joy that is fer 


before you will Encourage you to preſs 


forwards. 
You will be thankful ro God for calling 


you to this ſtate of ſalvation ;, and gladly 
undertake the conditions he requires of 
you. 

What theſe conditions are, 1s what next 
you ſhould think of. But firſt, let us take 
words of praiſe, and with a thankful RT, 


ſay as followeth : 


ARYA . 


The Prayss. 


4 Liighty and everlaſting Cod, Fe” cara 

Father, we give tbee humble =_—_ 
ibat thou haſt vouchſafed to call us to the 
knowledge | of thy grace aud faith in thee; in- 
creaſe this knowledge, and confirm this faith 
in us evermore. Heal all the naughty incli- 
nations of our ſouls, and create in us à hearty 
love unto holineſs, that, continuing thy ſer- 


vants, we may attain thy promiſes, and be 


made partakers of thine everlaſting kingdom, 


for * Chriſt his ſake, Amen. 


Se. 


2 


60 2 for ſuch as haut 


SECT. Wet, >: coy 


* godfathers and godmo- 
«6 +** thers did promiſe: for me, 
% That I ſhould renounce, the vil, and 


« all his works.“ 
Pray make me underſtand the meaning 


of this, 

A. Lou muſt know, that 95 devil has 
a kingdom *, and ſubjects, and ſervants 
in this world, as well as Chriſt has his. 
All that he can prevail upon to forlake 
the commands of God, and to follow him, 
and his ways, are his ſervants. * 
All that oppoſe his temptations, and 
reſolve to be governed by the laws of 
God, are the ſcrvants of Chriſt, who came 
into 2 World 10 defiroy the works of the 

6 thar.whotver will be'a ſervant of- 
Chriſt, - muſt renounce the devil, and all 
his works, 

For that wicked dd wilt antſeavour, 
by all ways, to draw you from the ſervice 


of God}. 
Q. Pray inltruct me what to do, that I 


may nat follow, nor be led by bim. : 


| * Matt. xii. 26. ＋ John ii. 8. | Pet. v. 8. 
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A. The directions I give your ſhalk be 
| ſhort and (pers of and TOE to your cons 
dition. 

Let this be ever in your mind, that 
ſin is the worft of all evils: For all other 
evils will have an end, at fartheſt, when 
you die; but fin will make you miſerable 
for ever. 

Remember chat u are ane in- 
clined to ſin, that the devil will tempt you 
to ĩt, and that God only can ſave you. 
And then, you will never truſt in your 
own ſtrengh, but in the living Gd. 

To him you will conſtantly pray for 
help; and if you draw nigh unto bim, 
he will draw nigh to you *. 

And yet you muſt not expect God's af- 
ſatance without uſing your on _—_ 
yours; for that is to tempt the Lord.. 

Tf foners entice you, you muſt not conſent 
unto them 2; _ _ are the devil's in- 
ſtruments.. 

If you fall i into evil compatiy, you wt 
get out of it immediately, and not walk 
in the way with them, leſt God forſake you. 

You muſt have nothing to-do:with the 
devils own ſervants, as all witches and 


charmers are, and therefore an abominae 


tion to the Lord. 


4 Por. i. 10. 
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6> LIiftrudlions for ſurb as have 

And you muſt eſpecially pray, that you 
a not fall into the . devils; own ſins, 
which are pride, and Revenge and back» 
biting, and lying. 

And laſtly, when the, Holy Spirit of 
God: puts into your mind goed deſires or 
checks you for doing ill, you muſt bey 
the voice of God; and he will love you, 
and dwell with you, and preſerve ame Gon: 
your ghoſtly enemy. ; 

Q. So that a hearty ſenſe of our owe 
weakneſs and miſery is neceſſary. to being 
us to God, without whoſe help de devil 
would lead us cnhtive at his will. 

A. It is ſo: And God an his vide 
often ſuffers men to fall into great fins,. 
to humble them, and to fhew them to them - 


Halvas, err | app _ 


only. $131 19 1 07 478115 101 25 
gs ſhould renounce the pomps and; — 
6 of this wicked _— and 1 che ul 
hits of the fleſh.” e | 
What is — akin R n 10 
A. That you ſhould not ſet your act 
n ſuch things as are apt to make you 
love this world better than the next; for 
this. is not the world our? were: made 
for + 


T 2. Cbran. . 32. 7 Hab. xf. 13 
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Is it Nay paſts run; 
vente than heaven? OH 9 -; 
A. What a man abdicites: of moſt, that 
he loveth beſt, to be ſure +. 
Now, there are' many things, which 


make a ſhew and appearance of happi- 


neſs, and are therefore called pomps, be- 


cauſe they draw mens eyes and affections 

towards them; and yet they are but n 

and cannot make us happy. 0457 
 Q. what are the things you mean: ? 

A. The apoſtle tells you ||: They are 
the lufts ef 'the fleſh, that is, all finful plea- 
ſures ; the luſt of the eye, that is, the defire 
of riches ;- and ibe pride of life, or whatever 
makes us to value ourſelves: All which 
a Chriſtian ought to renoune. 

Q. Muſt a Ner- renounce all plea- 
ſures ? 

A. There are -leaſnrds, which a Chriſ- 
tian ought never to be acquainted with ; 
concerning which the ſcripture ſaith, that 
no whoremonger, nor drunkard, nor unclean 
perſon, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Chriſt and of God 5. However tempting 
theſe pleaſures may be, you have but this 
choice; you muſt deny PEO or be for 
ever damned, 


| 4 ok || John i. 16. . Eph. v. 5. 
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64 Inſtructions fur ſuch as have 
And even innocent pleaſures, you will 


> 


not ſer your heart upon them, nor let them 


Have too much of your time, if you often 
remember the words of Chriſt ; «vo unto 


you that laugh now, who ſpend your life 


in eaſe and pleaſures, for ye all lament and 
4weeph. 

Conſider that à Chriſtian is in this life 
fitting himſelf for heaven: Now, it is 
impoſſible you ſhould mind that buſineſs, 
if you are too well pleaſed with what you 
find here +. 
This is the reaſon why afflictions are 
neceſſary, and why God tends them: To 


wean us from theſe vanities, which we are 


too apt to doat on, and to make us think 
of, and provide for a better life. 

And this is the reaſon why riches are ſo 
dangerous, that Jeſus Chriſt hath affirmed, 
-1t is very hard for a rich man to be a good 
Cbriſtianx. 

Q. Why are riches 10 dangerous, and 
to be renounced? 

A. Becauſe they bring great tempta- 


tions along with them: 1 hey tempt men 


to forget God; to think too _ of, and 


to truſt in themſielvesf. ; to lord it over 


their inferiors ; to live in Nothiulneſls, and 
without any honeſt employment; And to 


n Luke vi. 25- 1 Matt. Vie 24. Matth. 
Xix. 23. | 1 Prov. 4 | 
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make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the 
luſts thereof. All which things ſtrongly 
incline men to prefer this life to a future, 
and to forget that they depend upon God. 

Beſides, riches are attended with cares, 
which are apt to choak the good ſeed the 
Spirit of God ſows in our hearts *. 

. Muſt then every man, who would 
fave his ſoul, renounce the thoughts of 
riches ? 

A. Riches may be uſed to good pur- 
poſes; the apoſtle tells you how, 1 Tim. 
vi. 17, 18, But they are dangerous things, 
and you ought neither to delire nor enjoy 
them too eagerly. 

Q. What advice will you give me, thac 
1 may not do ſo? 

. That you may not endeavour, by 
. ways, to better your condition, re- 
member the words of Chriſt; #hat will 
it profit a man, if he ſhall gain the whole 


—_ and loſe his own ſoul + | 7 
To moderate your deſires, conſider, 


that the more you have, the more you 
muſt account for. To make you contented 
you muſt know, that men are not happy, 
becauſe they have a great deal, but becauſe 
God gives them power to enjoy what they 
have, be that more or leſs. 


Luke viii. 14. G + Mark viii. 36. 


That 


66 TIuſtrufions for ſuch as have 
That the favours of God may not tempt 
you to idleneſs, remember, that ſlothfulneſs 
caſteth into a deep ſleep, that is, it makes 
men inſenſible of what concerns the next 
world, and 1 in this world covers them. with 
vag. 
: "And, laſtly, if you let no o worldly by- 
ſineſs hinder you from ſerving God daily, 
it will keep in your mind a conſtant ſenſe 
of your dependence upon him, for the blei- 
ſings of this world, and of the world to 


come. 

Q. I muſt nowdefire: you to tellſme, what 
is that pride of life, which a Chriſtian muſt 
renounce? 

A. It is an eager deſire of being like 


thoſe that are above us; which 1s the | 
caufe of many evils both in ourſelves and 
others. 
It tempts us to lay out ſo much upon 
vanity, that we cannot give what we ought 
to the poor. 
It tempts many to run in debt, and hin- 
ders many from paying their juſt debts. 
It makes us to deſpiſe poor and plain 
people, as if they are not of the ſame kind 
with us. | 
It makes us to envy one another, and 
to ſtrive who ſhall go fineſt, 


Prov. xix. 15. 
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So that people are more concerned 
how to be eſteemed in this world, than to 
be beloved of God, or to be happy in the 


next. 
Q. Is there any other kind of pride, 


which a Chriſtian muſt renounce 2? 

A. Yes: There is a proud conceit of 
ourſelves, which is very natural to us, and 
yet very ſinful. 

For it cauſeth us te:overlook our own in- 
firmities and faults, ſo that we can never 
be truly humble. 
| To fancy. that we deſerve more than we 
have, which makes us diſcontented. 

To look upon God's favours as our due, 
which maketh us unthankful 

Q. Since this pride of life and heart is 
ſo natural to us, what can cure us of it? 
A. Nathing but the grace of God; and 

+ poſſeſling your. heart with things of greater 
moment, 

Conſider that. you are liable to eternal 
miſery: That your great buſineſs in this 
world, is to fit yourſelf for a happy death, 
and for the day of judgment; and you 
will be very indifferent abour your cloaths, 
or who takes place of you. 

You will neither ſtudy to be vain and 
fooliſh in your dreſs, nor ſingular and 
conceited, but imitate ſuch as are ſober- 
minded; as knowing, that the ornament 
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Inſtructions for ſuch as have 


4 an humble ſpirit * will beſt, recommend 
you to God, which ſhould be your * 
concern. 

And then, if you remember, that you 
have nothing which you bave not received Þ ; 
nothing but what you muſt give an account 


D 
for; you will have more reaſon to fear, 


than to be proud of your advantages. 


The PAT 


Lmighty God, who alone canſt order the 
unruly wills and affections of ſinful Men, 
grant us grace to withſtand the temptations 
of the devil, the world, and the fleſh, that we 
may never follow nor be led by them. Keep it 
ever in the hearts of thy ſervants, that it is 
zudeed an evil thing and bitter to forſake the 
Lord; that we may never return unto the fans 
we have repented of. Make us, O Lord, ever 
mindful of our infirmities, that we may ever 
look up to thee for help; and give us grace, 
that we may never deſpiſe thy help, nor grieve 
thy Holy Spirit, by which we are ſantiified. 
Grant 2 O Father, for thy dear Son's ſake, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Tord. Amen. | 


& 3 Pet. i. 4 © 1} 1 £00 In. . 
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s E C T. M dt 
Of . atching, Mortification, | and Self- 


deui al. 


Q. HE more [ confider my vow in 


baptiſm, the more I am convinced 


that! dagen believe and do what my god- 
fathers and godmothers promiled for me. 
« And I heartily thank our heavenly 
« father, that he hath called me to this 
«« ſtate of falyation, through Jeſus Chriſt 
« our Saviour, And Þ pray. unto God to 
give me his grace, that I'may'continve 
« in the ſame unto my life's end.? 
A. And God will moſt ſurely vive you 
the grace you pray for, if you are careful 
to watch and to mortify, and to deny your- 
ſelf, as the Chriſtian religion obligeth you 


to do. 
Q. Is it a Chriſtian duty to watch? 


4 


A, It is commanded by Chriſt *, and 


oſten repeated by his apoſtles, as a duty of 
moment; and there is reaſon for it. 

For Sin is very deceitful , and ſo are our 
corrupt hearts: T he devil is a deceiver, 
and we live in a deceitful world; and it wilf 
be no excuſe that we are overcome, when 


* Luke Xu. 37. ＋ Heb. ili. 13. 
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70 uſtructions for ſuch as have 


the word of God gives us warning, com- 
mands us to watch, and to depend Yoon 
God's help and favour. 

How mult a Chriſtian watch over 
himſelf? 

A. You muſt watch over your heart, 
from whence all evil proceedeth +. 

That when unlawful thoughts and de- 
fires come into it, you may reſiſt them, 
while it is in your power, and before they 
take too deep root. 

And that when the, Spirit of God puts 
into your mind good deſires, you may 
gladly receive, and heartily follow them. 

You muſt watch over your conſcience, 
to Keep it tender and awake, and reſolve 
at all times to. hearken to it. 

You mult watch over your ſenſes, and 
reſolve never to pleaſe yourſelf, at the 
hazard of your ſoul. _ 

And you muſt watch over your 3 
that when you have done amils, 260 may 
repent, and do ſo no more. 

And bleſſedis that ſervant, whom the Lord, 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing J. 

2. What is the End of mortification ? 

A: The end of mortification is, to ſub- 
due by degrees the corruption of na- 


+ Matth. xv. 19. + Matth. xxiv. 46. 
ture, 


\ 
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ture, that we may become new creatures, 
and fit for heaven. 

How can we do this? «if; 
A. By the help of the Holy Spirit, 
which is given to every man at baptiſm f. 

Q. What is to be done on our part, to- 
wards this great work? 

A. You mult heartily receive, and often 
think of this truth 8 

That it will be impoſſible for you ever to 
go to heaven, until your nature is changed; 
that is, until you can take delight. in hear- 
ing God's word, and doing his will; which 
you can never do, while 1285 live! in known 
ſin. 

Therefore let this be your 180 pur- 
poſe, to root out of your nature, as ſoon 
as may be, all evil habits. 

Remember, that every ſin a man com- 
mits, he muſt hear of it again, either in 
bitter repentance and judgments here, or 
hereafter in endleſs mileryF. 

Conſider therefore your particular fail- 
ings; reſolve againſt them; be very angry 
with yourſelf, when you break your reſolu- 
tions; make new vows of better obedi- 
ence; pray conſtantly to God for help, 
that he who has commanded you not to fin, 
may alſo enable you to do his will. 


＋ 2 Cor. v. 5. + Job xi. 26. 
| | And 
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by Inftruttions for fuch as bave- 


And be aſſured, that when he ſees you 


in good earneſt forry for your: offences, 


and ſtruggling with your corruptions, he 


will pity, and pardon, and mend what is 
amiſs in you, and reward your labour with 


the bleſſings of heaven: For if ye through 


the ſpirit do mortiſy the deeds of the body, e 


Hall live. 
Q. Is ſelf- denial a Chriſtian duty? 
A. Hear the very words of Chriſt ;: 


If any man will come after me, let him dem 


bimſelf ]; that is, you muſt think nothing 


too dear to part with, for the ſake of 


Chriſt. 


Q. Can RET be any thing ſo dear, 


that we ſhall not willingly part with for- 


his ſake ? 


A. When you make the trial, you wilt 
find, that you muſt believe many things 


which corrupt reaſon will not eaſily agree 
to; and therefore you muſt deny either 
your own judgment, or the word of God. 
That you mult part with many ſatisfac- 
tions, which your corrupt heart ſticks cloſe 
to: And that you mult do many things 
which your nature will diſlike. 

What is it that maketh us ſo un- 
willing to ſubmit to Gn word 25 


will. 
+ Rom. viii. 13. Luke ix. 23. 


A. Pride, 
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A. Pride, and ſelf love, which incline 
us to believe, that we are wiſe, and able to 

overn ourſelves. 

That whatever we deſire, we may law- 
fully ſtrive to obtain it. 

That whatever will pleaſe, will certainly 
be good for us. 

And that whatever will make us uneaſy, 
ought therefore to be avoided. | 

Now, the word of God tells us quite 
otherwiſe : That the meek, they that mourn, 
the poor in ſpirit, are the only happy people: 
That thoſe are moſt beloved Te God, whom be 
correctetb r. 

That without him we can do nothing 1. 

That it is a very great Ja to 
have the deſires of our hearts. 

That eaſe, and fulneſs of bread, were 
the occaſion of the fin and puniſhment of 
Sodom 

And Thea the beſt of God's pan 
have found it neceſſary to keep under the 
bodyf fe 

Q. What then will the duty of Self- 
deniel oblige me to ? 

A. To confeſs that you have neither 
wiſdom, nor ſtrength, to carry you through 
this dangerous world. 


* Matth. v. 3. f Hebr. xii. 6. || John xv. 4 
{ Ezek. xvi. 49. | 


++ Cor. in. 27, 
To 


74 Iftrnftions for ſuch as have 

To believe, that if God calls you to 
ſafferings, that is beſt for you, however 
uneaſy it may be at preſent, 7 prepare 
your: ſoul for temptationsF. 

By drawing off the mind from the plea- 
ture of ſenſe; that you * heatRen to ae 
voice of the ſpirit. 

By prudently denying even your inno- 
cent appetites, that you may be able to 
deny them when they are not fo. | 

By temperance faſting and making the 
nexr life more deſireable, by the hardſbips 
of 2 

Remembring, that be that bath 10 eule 
over his own Jpirit, 7s Bike 4 city without 
walls: Ne. 

Q. But what if I cannot deny myſelf, 
even after I have refolved to do ſo?! | 
A. Why, that is becauſe: you have 

,not ufed to deny yourſelf, or. becauſe- 
you do not hearty” believe the word of 
God. 

Men readily deny themſelves. eaſe and 
pleatures for-the lake of gain, becauſe they 
have ſet their hearts upon it; think you 
much of Heaven, and you with do fo too, 

The fear of the laws keeps men from 
following their own pleaſures: And will: 


+ Eccleſ. ii. 11 || Prove N. 48. 
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learned the Church Catechiſm. 735 
not eternal torments prevail with you to 
deny yourſelf ? 

Your friends can prevail with you, to 
deny yourſelf for your good : And cannot 
God, our beſt and only friend, be heard, 
when he requires it, for our everlaſting 
advantage? 

Q. Am 1 bound to obſerve the faſts of 
the church? 

A. Yes, dure: Why elſe were they ap- 
pointed? 

QQ. How ought ſuch days to be obſerved? 

A. By abſtaining from meat and drink, 
if your health will permit; or at leaſt, by 
fuch a ſober diet, as may teſtify your obe- 
dience to the laws, as well as your revenge 
upon your body, for being an oceaſion of 
much ſin and trouble to you, 

. Is the obſervation of theſe things 
acceptable e _ 

A. No farther than they help to make +8 
you better, more humble and devout, i 
more careful and obedient. = 

And therefore, you mult never value * 
yourſelf, nor deſpiſe others, on this account. 

But let it humble you, to find that you 
want ſuch help, becauſe of your infirmities. 

And, above all, neglect not to pray to 
God, without whoſe bleſſings your endeas 


vours will be fruitleſs, 
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Inſtructions fer ſuch as have 


The CHARA 


0 Gel, who knoweſt us to be fet in the midſ 

of many and great dangers, give us watch- 
- ful hearts, and tender conſciences, that we 
may never conſent to known iniquity, or that 
we may ſpeedily repent of it. Give us a will 
and power to mortify all evil and corrupt af- 


fedtions, and grace to uſe ſuch abſtinence, that 


our fleſh being ſubdued to the ſpirit, we may 
ever obey the goaly motions in righteouſneſs and 


true holineſs, through Feſus 1888 our Lord. 
Amen. 


S EE 


07 the Apoſtles Creed. 


Catech. * _ Ehearſe the articles of thy 
belief. 


* 1 believe in God the Father 
& Almighty, Maker' of Heaven and 
„ N 

Q. Since I cannot but believe this, why 
am I called upon to rehearſe it? 

A. That you may learn to live anſwer- 


able to what you ſo often ſay you believe. 
Q What 
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tearned the Church Catechiſm, 57 

Q: What is required of me, that 1 may 
do ſo. 

A. To conſider the meaning of what 
you believe. 

To have it preſent in your mind; chat 
when you are tempted to ſin, you may 
conſider, how can I, who believe in God, 
do ſuch things and lin againſt him? 2 

Q. What is it to believe in God? 

A. It is to believe all that he hath made 
known, both concerning timſelf, and our 
duty to him; which is all contained in the 
holy ſeriptures, written by the inſpiration of 
God f, who can neither be deceived, nor 
can deceive us. 

And for the benefit of ſuch as cannot 
remember many things, the moſt neceſ- 
ſary of theſe truths are put together in the 
creed, which you muſt endeavour to un- 
derſtand, according to your capacity, and 
the means which God hath afforded you. 

Ever remembring, that without knowing 
and believing theſe things, it is impoſſible 
you ſhould overcome your luſts, lead a holy li Ve, 
or pleaſe God ||. 

Q. How doth the creed help us to do 
this? 


A. By bringing to your reniembrailes;' 9 
+ 2 Tim. ili-16 || Hob, Xi. 6. 
H _ 1. The 
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1. The properties and perfections of 


God. 
7 2. The merits and ſufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 


3. The powerful aſſiſtance of * Holy 


Ghoſt. 


4. The great privilege of being a mem- 


ber of Chrift's church, +. 
5. And laſtly, by ſetting life and Jeath 
eternal before your eyes. 


Q. What are the properties 5 per- 


fections of God, which we muſt n 
in order to a good life? 

A. That he is the author of our being, 
and of all the good we do, or ever can 
(aer fr. 

That he is perfectly holy, and requires all 
his ſervants to be holyT. 

That he ſees us wherever we are, and 
whatever we do; ſo that if we pray to him, 
we are {ure to be heard; if we ſin, we are 
{ure te be puniſhed}. | 
For his power is mighty, to reward his 
faithful ſervants, and to- puniſh the difobe- 
nientyF. 

Thar he is juſt in all his ways; com- 
mandeth nothing but what is for the good 
of his creatures; and never — — 


+ Ads xvii. 23. f 1 Pet. i. 16. Prov. xv. 3. 
7 Gen. xvi. 1. 
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tearned the Church Catechiſm. 79 
but when they truly deſerve his du pens: 
fureÞ. 

That he is long-ſuffering, and ready to 
receive all that are ſenſible = their mi- 
ſeryTÞ. 97 AN 

And that he is a faithful God; a 
he has promifed, will certainly be per- 
formed; whatever he b threweundz will 
come to paſs |. 1 996 

For he governeth all things both in heaven 
and earth; and nothing is too bard for bim 
chat he chinks fit to dork: 0: md 10 

Q. Why is God called the Father? 

A. Becauſe he is the maker and e 
of al all creatures, which, with the care and 
affection of a father, he watches oder con- 
tinually. 1 1 100 

He is the father of e be ereat- 
ed him after his own image. 

Becauſe he teacheth man knowledge: 

corrects him when he does amils ; "rewards 
him when he does well. f 
He is thus a father to all 8 
But they that are his children in Chriſt, he 
is their father after an eſpecial manner? » 
For he taketh them into his family, 


the church; inſtructeth them by .his'own 


miniſters; guideth them by his Holy:Spirit, 
makes them new creatures, that he may 


F Gen. xviii. 25 2 Pet. It, 95 Deut. vii. 9. 
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Jove them, and give them an inheritance in 
heaven. 

Q. What is meant by God's Providence? 

A, The wiſdom and power of God, by 
which he knows and appoints how every 
thing in the world ſhall be, fo that the 
whole creation is taken care of; not the 
meaneſt creature can ſuffer, without God's 
leave, either by malice or accidentF. 

Q. Why then do evils befal men? 

A. Very often to puniſh them, and to 
bring them to repentance; but eſpecially, 
to wean our hearts from being too fond of 
this life, and that we may think of, de- 
1 in, and prepare for a better. 

Q. Doth God govern the ſeaſons? do 
not ſummer and winter, ſpring and harveſt, 
teturn certainly at their appointed times? 

A. They do: But then to put men in 
mind, that they depend upon God only, 
and not upon the ſeaſons, for their daily 
bread; he ſometimes orders it, that the 
ſummer returns without ' its uſual heat, and 
the harveſt without its fruitfulneſsæ. 

. How do our lives depend upon 
God, fince all people muſt neceſſarily die? 

A. That all men ſhall die within ſuch a 
number of years, is appointed by God; 
but that they live ſo long as they do, is alſo 


+ Matth. x. 29. 4 Hag. i. 9, 10, 11. : 
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Warned the Church Catechiſm. 91 
owing to his Providence, which governeth 
all accidents, ſiekneſs, and other ways of. 
death, commanding when whey” ſhall Kills 
and where they ſhall ſpareF. 

Q. Have not wicked men, "da wicked 
ſpirits, great power of doing miſchief?” 

A. It is true, God hath given "great 
power, both to puniſn the wicked, and to 
to try the faith of the righteous ＋ but 
the word of God aſſures us, that neither 
men nor devils can do the leaſt hurt, 
without the leave of God; and this is the 
reaſon that there is not more miſchief in 
the world, and that all things are not e 
where in confuſion J. | | 

Q. How far do your labouy depend . 
upon God's Providence? 

A. It is God who inclines our hearts to 
do what is profitable or praiſe- worthy &: 
It is he, who giveth ſucceſs to our la- 
bours, and power to enjoy the fruits of 
them; and it is God alſo, who diſappoints 
men of their hopes, and makes their la- 
bour in vain, when he tees cauſe for o 


doing“. 


Q What is the duty of © 


ne Who thus 
believes in God. Rabl 


5 © 


+ Exod. xx1. 2 + 2 Sam. Xvi. 10. 
| Job i. 10, 12. 5 Pſal. cxxvii. 
* Eccleſ. vi. 2. 


H 3 A. To 
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A. To have worthy thoughts of the great 
and glorious God, maker of heaven and 
earth ; to humble yourſelf before him, 
on whom you and all things depend, and 

in whom We live, and move, and have our 
being. | 

To ſtand in awe of ſo great a majeſty, 
and never to provoke him, as if you were 
ſtronger than he, by conſenting to known 
fin. For, wo 10 bim who ſtriveth with his 
maker}. 

Never to murmur at Providence, what- 
ever happens; for an infinite wiſdom 
governs the world, and doth all for the 
beſt, though he gives not an account of his 
WAaYs 10 Us|. 

To look up to God for whatever you 

want, and to beg his bleſſing upon every 
work; remembering that nothing ought to 
be undertaken, which is not fit to be prayed 
for. For there is neither wiſdom, nor under- 
ſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lords. 
To ſet God always before you, which 
will make you careful of your ways, watch= 
ful over your heart, and upright in your 
dealings ; For his eyes are upon all the ways 
of the children of men, to give to every man 
according to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings*. 


Ads vi. 28. J Iſa. xlix. 9. || Job xxxiii. 13. 
Prov. xxi. zo. Jer. xxxii. 19. 
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Of what uſe is it to belicye, that 

God is our Father ? 
A. If you indeed believe this, you will 
take. your Father's word for what he 
promiſeth, be pleafed with what he 
ordereth ; caſt all your care upon: him, for 


| he careth for you f. 
You will never abuſe his goodneſs and 


long-ſuffering; for though he hath the 
compaſſion of a father, yet, if his children 
are obſtinately diſobedient, Be is 4 God ter- 
rible in judgment 1. 

In all your afflictions, you will have 
this comfort, I is good. for a man to be in 
rroublej, if a gracious father ſees it con- 

venient. 

Laſtly, If God is your Father, your in- 
heritance is in Heaven; which you ought 
much to think, of, That where your treaſure 
7s, there may your heart be alſo F. 


THOU art worthy, O Lord, to receive 

glory, and honour, and power; for 

thou haſt created all things, and for thy plea- 

ſure they are and were created. The Almighty 

God grant, that the knowledge and belief of 

this may create in us a ſuitable fear of offending 
7 2 Pet. v. 7, + Pſal. xlvii. 2. 


[| Pſal. exix. 71. Matth. vi. 2. 
1 Bim, 
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84. Neructions for ſuch as have | 
him, an earneſt defire of pleaſing bim, and 
ſuch a love as becometh thy:dutiful children 
and ſervants. Aud grant that we, which 
know thee now by faith, may after this life 
enjoy the glorious bleſſings of thy kingdom, 
through _ Chriſt our- Tongs amen. 


1 * x. 4 k 1 


EE 


SECT. 1 


ND in Jeſus Chriſt his only a 
4 our Lord. Who was Concetbkd 
& by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin 
% Mary. Suffered. under Pontius Pilate, . 
« was crucified, dead,. and buried. He 
« deſcended into hell. The third day he 
6 roſe again from the dead. He aſcended 
into heaven, and ſitteth on the right hand 
« of God the Father Almighty, from 
e thence he ſhall come to Judge the quick 
« and the dead.” 
What do we chiefly learn from this 


part of the creed ? 
A. That Jeſus is the ſon of God, and 

that he is our Lord. 
. How doth it appear, that Jeſus is the 


Son of God ? | 
A. From the hiſtory of his life death, 


and reſurrection from the dead ; written at 
large in the holy ſcriptures, and briefly 
contained in theſe articles. 

Q. What 
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Q. What are the chief things in the 
hiſtory of the life of Jeſus, which are pro- 
er to confirm our faith in him? 
A. That he was ſpoken of by all the 
ophets from the beginning of the world, 
That when the world was grown very 
wicked, and for the moſt part igno- 
rant of the true God, he took upon 
him the ſoul and body of a man, by 
being born of a virgin, of the family 
of David, by the Power of the IP 
Ghoſt +. 


Having thus taken upon lich our na- 


ture, he Was declared to be the Son of 
God, by a voice from heaven, and the 
world commanded to hear, and to obey 
him, as the Chriſt; that is, the perſon 
ordained of God to make known his will 
to mankind. Having this commiſſion 
from Heaven, he publiſhed his goſpel, 
containing the moſt joyful meſſage of 
ſalvation, and the means of attain- 
ing it. And to confirm the truth 
of his doctrine, he wrought an in- 
finite number of miracles, lived a 
maſt haly life, and died. a molt bitter 


death 4. 


+ Like i. 70 I Math, xvii. 5: 
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For the people of the Jews, ro whom 
he was ſeat with his meſſage, being 
not diſpoſed, by reaſon. of their great 
wickedneſs, to receive ſuch holy rules 
as he affirmed to be neceſſary. to ſal- 
vation, they therefore perſecuted ; him 
molt bitterly ; and at laſt, having treat- 
ed him with the utmoſt ſcorn, they even 
forced Pontius Pilate, againſt his con- 
ſcience, to condemn him to be eru- 
— 
When they were aſſured 3 was dead, 
there was particular care taken of his bu- 
zial; for a company of ſoldiers were ap- 
pointed to watch his body, that his friends 
might not take it Way, and tay he was. 
nin. 

+ FRI this time, his ſoul went into the 
place where the ſouls of men do go when 
they are parted from their bodies; that he 
might undergo all conditions of human 
nature. 

But upon the third a after his dearly * 
(ever fince called the Lord's. day) he was 
by the power of God raiſed / Toa the 
dead, and continued forty days upon 
earth, inſirufting his diſciples about the king- 
dom, or church, which was forty to be 


gabel 1. 


Q. How 


learned the Church Catechiſm. © 87 


Q. How doth this ſhew that he was- the 
Son of 'God ? 

A. He was thus, that Is; 47 bis reſur= 
reftion from the dead, declared to be the Son 
of God, faith St. Paul T. For God would 
not have raiſed him from the dead, but 
that he approved of all that he had 
ſaid of himſelf; all that he had done in 
his name; and all that he had en for 
mankind. 

Q. Why did Chriſt take our nature 
upon him ? | 

A. That in our nature he might ſatisty 
the juſtice of God, WhO was highly dis- 
pleaſed with the whole race of mankind, 

becauſe they had rebelled againſt him, and 
were become extremely wicked. And 
therefore he was called Jeſus, that is, a 
Saviour, Ware be Javeth his poſs from 
their fins F. 

Q. Why did Jeſus Chriſt ſuffer gy 
ſevere: things? 

A. He ſuffered for our ſakes, and in 
our ſtead, and what our fins juſtly de- 
ſerved we ſhould ſuffer. And being both 
the Son of God, and born of a woman, he 
became a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſa- 
crifice and ſatisfaction for the ſins of the 

whole world. | 


+ Rom, i. 4. + Matth. i. 21. 
wo Q. . 
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— 


Q. May we be affured of this, that God 
is fully fatisfied with what he hath done 
and fuffered for us? 

A. We may be confident of it; daran 
God did not only raiſe him from the 
dead, but received him into glory, fet- 
ting bim at his own right hand; that is, 
giving him all Power” in heaven, and on 
earth. 

Q. How doth it appear that God hath 
done ſo? 

A. Becauſe Chriſt hath made good all 
his promiſes, and fulfilled his prophe- 
cies, which none but God could do. He 
immediately ſent down the Holy Ghoſt, 
by which his diſciples were enabled to 
work the greateſt miracles ; and (though 
a company of poor, unlearned men) to 
convert the world to Chriſtianity. And, 
as he had foretold +, he deſtroyed, in that | 
age, the city and nation'of the Jews, for 
their wickedneſs and impenitency: And 
he has preſerved his church, according to 
his true promiſe ; 1o that neither the ma- 
lice of men, nor devils, hath been able to 
prevail againſt it; which undoubtedly 
ſheweth, that he hath the power of God. 


+ Lake xxi. 6, 4 Matth. vi. 18. 


Q. Since 
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Q. Since then Jeſus Chriſt hath made 


our peace with God, we are ſecure. 5" 
all danger of God's diſpleaſure. _ 

A. It is our own fault, if we are not: I 
For he hath reconciled us to God: 
he hath ſet us an example, how we ought 
to walk, and to pleaſe God. He hath 
promiſed to enable us by his Spirit to da 
his will ; and if in any thing we fall ſhort 
of our duty, as we are too apt to do, he 
will prevail with God for pardon and 
grace, for all ſuch as continue to deſerve 
them. 

. Q. But what if men deſpiſe theſe fa- 
yours and means of ſalvation ? 

A. Why then there remaineth nothing 


but a fearful looking for of judgment. For 


this Feſus ſhall come again from heaven, to 
Judge both the quick and the dead f. 


Q. What is the full meaning of thoſe 


words? 

A. That God, bath appointed a day,. in 
cohich he will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs, by Jeſus Chriſt T; when we muſt all 
appear before his judgment ſeat, and 
every one ſhall receive a juſt ſentence, 
according to what he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad F. Then the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and the moſt 


＋ Heb. x. 27. | Acts xvii, 31. 2 Cor, v. 10. 
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hidden works of darkneſs fhall come to 
night; mens conſclences ſhall then be 
truly awakened, and they fhalf be forced 
to ſee, and to confeſs klei erimes, and 
the juſtice of that ſentence which ſhall then 
paſs, upon all thoſe who have died in their 
fins unrepented of: Vs ſpall be caſt into 
hell fire, where” there ſhull be wailing, aul 
grafhing of teeth +, 

"While choſe" that are warned to flow 
from the wrath to come, and brought 
forth fruits meet for repentance, ſhall be 
Judged worthy of eternal happineſs, 

Q. Why is Jeſus called our Lord? 

A. Becauſe he' hath redeemed' us from 
the power and 'flavery of Satan 4. We 
live under bis protection. Whatever 
bleſſings we enjoy, it is for his fake. And 
it is from him, that all his faithful ſervants 
expect their reward. And therefore, waen 
we aſk any bleſſing of God, we thus con- 
clude out prayers, T brough Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: A Redding that we are not 
worthy to aſk, or to receive the leaſt Fa. 
vour, but in and through him. 
What will be the fruits of fuch E 
belief 1 

A. Every part is full ol comfort and 
infttu&tion. 


+ Matth. xi, 42. + i Cor. vi. 20. 
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. fearned the Church Catechiſm. gr 
Leu belie ve in Jeſus: Why then you 
have placed your confidence in one who is 
able to ſave you. He can forgive your 
ſins: He can give grace, and ſtrength, 
and perſeverance, and, after all, eternal 
life; for he is the Son of God, - A ain 
You-helieve. that he is the Chriſt; one 


ſent from God. Then you are ſure, that 


the doctrine which he taught is true, and 
that you ought to ſubmit: to i it, and. be 


— by his laws. 


You profeſs he is. your Lords: and that 
lus ſervice is perfect freedom. ny 

If you are poor, you have a right to the 
favour: of your Lord, as much as the 
greateſt man on earth; and if yen are 
rich, he is your Lord, and as much te be 


honoured by you, as by the pooreſt. 


So that we being all fellow Garvants, 
ought. not to lord boy over one ano- 
cher. 

When yeu cul to mind, 4 ons 
born of à woman; ybu are ſure that he. 
took our nature upon him, wich | ales 
weakneſſes, miſeries, and temptations; 
and therefore will be ready to ſupport, to 
pity, and. to Pardon, all that come to God 


by him. 177 Yau OUT] af; via 
You hens remember that Jeſus Chriſt 


ſuffered for yon. You ſee. then, what an 


abominable thing fin is, that it required 
I.2 mu 
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fuch a facrifice ; and what all they muſt 
expect, who fhall fall under God's diſplea- 
ſure, for want of a timely repentance. 
At the ſame time, you are ſure that 
your fins cannot be ſo great, but tliat the 
price he has paid will be ſufficient, if you 
repent of your fins, and endeavour to lead 
a new life. 
And now alſo you may depend intirely 
upon the love of God: For be that [pared 
not bis own ſon, but gave him up for us all, 
_ "will, after that, my 115 n that may be 
goa for us f. 

Since therefore it is in him only that 
finners have hope, you muſt not forget 
the love of our Saviour thus dying for 
you ; nor turn your back upon that holy 
lacrament, where his death and mercies 
are eſpecially remembered. 

There you will learn, and be enabled 
alſo, to take up the croſs, whatever afffic- 
tion God ſhall lay upon you; to ſubmit 
yourſelf to his will and wiſdom, with all 
humility, as your Saviour did: For ibe 
ſervant muſt not be above bis Eg nor frees 

rom ſufferings 
| eg that he died, was s buried, 
and roſe the third day from the dead. 


Rom. viii. 32. þ John xv. 20. 


Then 
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A lien you are ſure, that Gad can raĩſe 
this dead; and therefore we hope, both 
for de and our friends, that we ſhall + 
live again: For bein that Jeep E. Jeſus, | 

ball God bring with him . 

If. God raiſed Chriſt (roma: 05 51 — 
then are W moſt ſure, that whatever tie | 

taught, was true; whatever he promiſed, 
will be performed; whatever he threat- 
ened, will come to paſs: Otherwiſe, God 
v ould not have raiſed him from death tb 
life; for that would have been to have * 
ceived his creatures. 

He is in heaven; at the right hand of 
God. Here is our comfort: We know 
we are Rieniovan but then, our Redecmer, - 
our Advocate; is in the greateſt power and N 

Favour 1 in heaven. 0 145 { 644d gs 12034 Is 
_ He has. ſecured!our pardon, upon our 
repentance; he will aſſiſt and deliver us 
from the devil, and our? on corrupt 
hearts; and he wall provide a place of hap+ 
pineſs for us when we die, only lat aur edit | 
be where our treaſure is, in heaven . 

Yow believe: that Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come 
again to judge the world in righteouſneſs; 

And will not this awaken, you, and 
make you ſeriouſly to prepate for that 
great ord by a n repentance: 0 n 


+ 1 Theſſ. iv, Moe, + Matth. vi. 21. 11 
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Can you think of judgment, and wrath 
to come; and will not this i you 

from following your luſts? 

If the ſecrets of all hearts will then be 
diſcloſed, will nor you be afraid to harbour 
ſuch thoughts; ſuch deſigns, as will not 
bear the light and judgment of God? 
Can you be foolifhly merry the day you 
Have repeated this belief? | 

Will you hardly forgive your neigh- 
bour that has offended you; and will 
-you then hope that God on bs ready to 
forgive you? 

Do you believe that we muſt then give 
an account for all the favours which God 
hath given us? And will not this force 
you to uſe and improve them to the glory 
of God, and your own ſalvation? bl 

And, above all; conſider, that you muſt 
then be judged, not as the world judgeth 
of things, but dy the word of God; by 
which, therefore, you muſt reſolve to live, 
and not according to the fooliſh opinions 
and ſinful cuſtoms of the world. 

Laſtly, this belief hath comforts, as 
well as terrors; for though we ſhall indeed 
be called to a ſtrict account, yet we are 
fure to be heard with tavour, and treated 
with compaſſion, if our cate will bear it: 
For he who knows our infirmities, he that 
died to ſave us, is to "oh! our judge. | 


The 
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0 Saviour of the world, who by thy croſs 

and precious blood haſt Bhai” us; fave 
, we moſt humbly beſeech thee. Grant that 
the belief of theſe great truths may ever be pre: 
ſent in our minds, that we may die from fin, 
and riſe again unto righteouſneſs , that we 
may with joyful hearts aſcend to. thee, and 
with thee continually dwell ; that we may 
judge ourſelves, and that we may not be con- 
demned, when thou comeſt to judge the world 
in righteouſneſs. O Lord, grant that we may 
expect thy coming with joy, and find mercy in 
the great day of recompence. Amen. 


ASA SAY SAY SARS. 


„ 


0 Believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the holy 
% Catholick church, the communion 
« of ſaints, the forgiveneſs of ſins, the 
« reſurrection of the body, and the life 
** everlaſting. Amen.“ 
Why do we believe in the Holy 
Ghaſd? RY 
A. Becauſe it is the Holy Ghoſt who 
fits us for heaven Þ 3 and therefore we are 
dedicated to him in baptiſm, by the com- 
F Tit, iii. 5. 
| mand 


L Wd 


go AInftruftions for ſuch at have. 
mand of Chriſt +, and are taught to pray, 
that he may be-ever with us t. 

Q. How doth the Holy Ghoſt fit WP ſoy: 
heaven ? 

A. By convincing us of the danger of | 
ſin ; of the neceſſity and mercy of a Re- 
deemer; and of the poſſibility of overco- 
ming our enemies. 

Q. By what means doth the Spirit con- 
vince us of the truth of theſe things? 
A. By eſtabliſhing the prophets and 
apoſtles to make known the will of God, 
and to confirm by miracles what they faid, 
that men might be aſſured their We was 
the word of God. So that in a very ſhort. 
time, a great part of the world was eon- 

verted to Chriſtianity, not by worldly. 
force, but by the preaching of the goſpel, 
and by the power of the Holy Ghoſt. 

By which means he ſtill worketh upon 
the hearts of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 

Is it not ſufficient that we have the 
goſpel preached unto us? 

A. It is not, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt en- 
lighten our underſtanding. For no man 
knoweth the things of God, but the Spirit of 
God. And Gt. a to the natural man, 
the goſpel is mere fooliſhneſs, neither can he 
' know the things that are ſpoken ©. 9 


= 


1 Matth. xxviii. 17. | 2 cor, XU, "ay 
9 John xv. 26. } 2 Cor. f. 11. J Ver. 14. 
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learned the Church Catechiſm: g 
And, even where we do know the truck, 
who ſee our duty, we are not able to 
form it, until the ſame Spirit ſanctifieth our 
hearts, that is, worketh in us good diſpo- 
ſnions, the fear of God, a love | to his law, 
and hearty: concern for our ſouls, by which 
we are enabled, in time, to overcome our 
luſt, to follow that which is good, and to 
prepare for another life. 

Q. What muſt we do, that the Holy 
Ghoſt may thus enlighten our minds, and 
ſanctify our hearts? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt hath left us this n 
tion and promiſe; God will. give the Holy 
Spirit to them tbat aſt him +. 

He gave you the TE of Bis Spirit 4. 
even before you could aſk it; and now, 
when you know your wants, if you aſfe, 
you ſhall receive; you ſhall receive ſuck 
grace as ſhall be ſufficient to direct, to 
aſſiſt, to ſupport, and comfort you, until 
you come to his. everlaſting kingdom. 

But then you muſt deſite and pray for 
his gracious fellowſhip: You. muſt cleanſe 
yourſelf from- all filthineſs of fleſh and Ipirit i; 
and preſerve your body a fit temple for the 
Holy Ghoſt to well in ; and you muſt live 
in obedienee to thoſe whom the' Holy Ghoſt 
bath ſet over you q, to each and to govern 


T Luke xi. 13. 1 Cor. v. 5. 1 Cor. vid 1. 
$ Cor. iii. 16. JI Cor. xü. 28. 
you ; 


you; and then you may be RR he 
will conduct you fafe to heaven. 
Qt. Is God chus merciful to al that are 
baptized? 

A. God ** have all men 10 b mY 
and to come to tbe knowledge of the trut h f. 
But there are very many who periſh for 
want of grace, and yet their: dellauktion is 
from themſelves. 

Such are they, who negle& the means. 
of grace; they. have net, e they * 
| wp - 

= are they alſo, who will not uſe the 
graces God hath given them and then, 
according to his word, be laketh. e a 


Spirit. and force him to withdraw. big gra- 
cious aſſiſtance, by their conſenting; co 
known iniquity, and continuing in it. 

And, laſthy, there are many w do de- 
ä ſpite to the Holy Spirit. i, ſaying, —_ 
fram us, for we defire not the. knowledge of” 
1 h ways . 

* Of what uſe will this belief be to 
us? 

A. It will: keep you from deſpair 3. : 
your . may hg: Seat and to bu- 


+ 1 Tim. ii. * 2 Jam: i iv.2. | {Matth.: xy. 29+, 
l Heb. x. . U Joh. 14... 
. 5 man 
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man reaſon impoſſible to be 3 
but with God all things are poſſible Þ..' 

It will keep you from innen 
you will not expect God's aſliſtance, with» 
out uſing your own endeavours . 

Laftly, it will keep you from running 
into error, while you keep cloſe to that 
word, which he hath inſpired, and conti- 
nue à member of that church which he 
hath ſanctified. 

Q. What muſt we believe concerning 
the Catholick church ? 

A. We believe that Jeſus "Chriſt or- 
dained the apoſtles, and they their ſucceſs 
ſors, to preach' the goſpel, to baptize, and 
pray for all that were diſpoſed to obey it; 
and to reprove, correct, or cut off, ſuch as 
ſhould become a TOR to their holy 
profeſſion 

Now theſe governors and pars, with 
the people under their charge, are called 
the Church; of which Chriſt is the head. 

It is called holy upon many accounts, 
but eſpecially, becauſe its great deſign is 
to make men holy, and all its members 
are required to be ſo. 

It is alſo called Catholick, that is, uni- 
verſal, becauſe it is by Chriſt deſigned for 
the ſalvation of all nations and people ©, 


+ Mark x. 27. || Phil. ii. 12. J Mark xvi. 18. 


too Diſtructions for. ſuch as have 
that will receive and obey the laws. of the 
goſpel. 

And it is to the governors and ache 
of this church, that Jeſus Chriſt has made 
this remarkabie promiſe: Lo, I am with 
you always even unto the end of the world . 

Q. How is Chriſt with the paſtors of his 
n 

A. His Holy Spirit is with them, to 
bleſs thoſe whom they bleſs in his name, 
and to chaſtiſe thoſe whom they juſtly 
cenſure. | 

Q. What is the end of church cen- 
Lures ? 

A. To bring ſinners to repentance, and 
to preſerve the church pure and undefiled, 
if that may be; at laſt to hinder the 
judgments of God from falling upon the 
whole body, which we ſhall not have rea- 
ſon to fear, while notorious offenders are 
called to an account, brought to a ſenſe 
of their wickedneſs, or Caſt out, it they 
continue obſtinate. 

Q. What is meant by the communion 
of ſaints ? 

A. That all true Chriſtians, called ſaints, 
that is, people dedicated to God, are one 
body, having one head, one faith, one 
hope, one baptiſm, And therefore every 


Matth. xxviii. 20. 


to 
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true Chriſtian hath an intereſt in the pray- 
ers and charities of the whole church, and 
a right to all its privileges; that is, every 1 
Chriſtian hath a right to the forgiveneſs of = 
ſins, the love of God, the merits of Chriſt, q 
the felowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
miniſtry of thi holy angels. | 

From which we ought to learn, what a 
very ſad condition it is to be out of this 
communion, or to be of the number of 
them who are not called ſaints, that is, 
who do not live as becomes the goſpel, all 
ſuch being without hopes, and without 
promiſes. 

Q. How hath every Chriſtian a right to 
the forgiveneſs of ſins? 

A. Only by the merits and promiſe of 
Chriſt, who hath made our peace with 
God, upon condition, that with hearty re- 
pentance, and true faith, we turn unto him. 

Q. Then the promiſe of forgiveneſs is 
no reaſon why people ſhould continue in 
lin, in hopes of pardon ? 

A. No more reaſon, than that a ſon 
Mould be more undutiful, becauſe his fa- 
ther is more kind. The goodneſs of God 

_ ought to lead men to repentance r; and, if 
it doth not do that, his juſtice will ſend 
them to deſtruction. 


I Rom. ii. 4. | 
There 
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Therefore remember, that, if FO {in 
wilfully, you run the greateſt hazard; you 
know not whether ever you ſhall have time 
or grace to repent, without which there is 
NO! ö forgiveneſs of ſins. 

What is the reaſon, why hoon peo- 
Ss. who profeſs to believe the forgivenel; 
ot ſins, de yet deſpair. of pardon * I 
A. While any perſon leads a careleſs 
life, he ought to be thus afflicted; and to 
endeavour to comfort or divert ſuch a per- 
ion, is to undo him. 

But if a man hath been a ſober liver, 
or, having been otherways, doth truly re- 
pent, he hath no reaſon to deſpair of 
mercy; and it is for want of right infor- 

mation if he doth ſo. And it is the duty 
of ſuch a perſon to go to ſome diſcreet and 
learned miniſter of God's word, who will 
latisfy him, that God is merciful ; would 
have all men to be ſaved; is faithful to his 
promiſes, and maketh even our affen 
uſeful to us. | 

That he, who bath n us to pray 
daily for pardon, Will forgive us our trel- 
paſſes, if we ſtrive daily to mortify our 
eorruptions. And that men may have no 
reaſon to deſpair, God hath given power 
to his miniſters to abſolve the penitent; and 
what they do, will be approved 1 in heaven ||. 


[ Mattth, xvi. 19. 


Q. Wil 
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Q. Will there certainly be. a reſurtec. 
tion of the body? © 7 
A. As ſure as now we live, we hall riſe 
again; God hath expreſly ſaid it , and he 
is able to do it. 
Q. What is the ory or one Dr be- 
lieves this? 
A. To keep his body in be derbe 
ſoberneſs and chaſtity,' that it may be a fit 
temple for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in: 
That he, who raiſed Chriſt from the dead, 
may quicken our mortal body, by the ſpirit 


life will be a bleſſing indeed. e 
Q. What is meant by life everlaſting ? 
A. That, at the reſurreAtions our 50. 
dies and ſouls being joined again, we- mall 
then live for ever, either in endleſs hap- 
hineſs; or- ee miſery. For ho Ged bath 
args” us F. 

Thi is a matter of great concern 
indeed. | 

A. But to make you ſerious, chene 


condition will be unchangeable: If you 
have lived a Chriſtian life, you will then 
be happy for ever; but if you ſhall have 
lived e and die without a timely 


n John v. 28. || Rom, vii. 11. 
Matth. xxv. 46. 
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that uwelleth in us |, and then nenn 


that, at the hour of your death, your 
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repentance, you will /be miſerable to all 
eternity. And thus it will be with you, 
within a very few years, and whether you 
think of it or not. 

Q. One cannot ſure but think of it; 
and every one that doth ſo, to be ſure, 
hopes to be ſaved. 

A. That 1s a ſad misfortune, Men 
hope to go to heaven, and yet take no 
care to fit themſelves for it. But remem- 
ber, that when a careleſs, or an ungodly 
man, repeats this part of his creed, he 
doth in truth profeſs that he opera to be 
damned. 

Q. Pray, what do the ſcriptures ſay will 
be the condition of ſuch ? 

A. That bey Hall be caſt into hell. fre + 
without hopes of ever ſeeing an end of 
their miſeries ; without friend to help 
them, without any to comfort them. . 

And what will be the condition of 
thoſe that go to heaven? 

A. They will have no more ſorroto , no 
temptations, no danger of falling, no end 
of their happineſs : But what that happi- 
neſs will be, the heart of man cannot con- 


cel ve C. 


+ Matth. xiii. 42. F Rev. XIV. 11. 
Rev. xxi. 4. J 1 Cor, ii. 9. 
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While you live, you have life and 
death ſet before you; but, when you die, 
you have no longer that choice, but life 
eternal, or eternal death, will be your Por- 
tion; Which you would do well to think 
ok, and to pray to God, that you may 
make a wiſe choice. 


The PRAYER. 

GOD, foraſmuch as without thee we 
are not able to pleaſe thee, grant, that 
thy Holy Spirit may, in all things, direct and 
rule our hearts. Make us lively members of 
thy church, and partakers of all its bleſſed 
privileges; and give us grace, that we may 
never forfeit them by any wilful diſobedience 
70 thy laws, or to thoſe whom thou haſt [et 
over us. Vouchſafe us forgiveneſs of all our 
ſins before we die, that, through the grave 
and gate of death, we may paſs to a joyful 
reſurrection; and that finally we may come 
to thine everlaſting kingdom, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


SE C I, 


Q. * THAT doſt thou chiefly 
| « learn in theſe articles of 


= thy belief ? 


K3 | ͥ » 
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106 Infruftions for ſuch as have 
A. © Firſt, I learn to believe in God 
« the F ather, who hath made me and all 


« the world. 
« Secondly, In God the Son, who hath 


* redeemed me and all mankind. 
„ Thirdly, In God the Holy Ghoſt, 
« who ſanctifieth me and all the elect peo- 


% ple-of God. 
. What do we learn from this anſwer ? 


A. That there is one God, who never 
left himſelf without witneſs + ; but gave 
evidence of his power, and wiſdom, and 
goodneſs to all ages. But, unto us, he 
hath made himſelf known in the perſons 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; as 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; 
by which we come more perfectly to know 
the manner of our redemption. + 

That God the Father had compaſſion 
for his ſinful creatures, who greatly 
| ſtood in need of his mercy, and ſent his 
only Son to redeem us. — 

That God the Son took our nature upon 
him; made known his Father's will; ſet 
us an example how we ought to walk, and 

o pleale God; became a ſacrifice for us; 
by which ſacrifice we have redemption thro 
his blood, even the forgiveneſs of our fins ; 
tor confirmation of which, he roſe again 


＋ Acts xiv. 17. + Eph. 1. 6. 
| „from 


2 
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from the dead, and ſent the Holy Ghoſt to 
prepare us for that happineſs which he had 
urchaſed for us. 

That God the Holy Ghoſt taketh under 
his care all ſuch as believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſanctifieth them; that is, he enligh- 
tens their underſtandings, and by degrees 
changes their affections, ſo that they come 
to have new thoughts, new hopes, new 
deſires, till at laſt they become new crea- 
tures, and ſuch as God, in mercy, will re- 
ceive into his heavenly kingdom. 

Now, without faith, that is, without 
believing the goſpel, which containeth 
theſe truths, we cannot ſerve God, nor 
hope for pardon and falvation from him. 

But, if we believe the goſpel, this 
faith becometh a powerful means to make 
us good, if either the greateſt promiſes, or 
the molt dreadful threatnings, can work 
upon us. 

What are the promiſes you mean? 
ATA full and free pardon of all our 
ſins, it, with hearty repentance, and true 
faith, we turn unto God. 

A full aſſurance, that God will require 
of us no more than he will enable us to 
perform. 

And, laſtly, A ſure promiſe of eternal 
happineſs, if we but do our beſt to ſerve 


Oed. 
Q. Theſe 
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. . Theſe are very comfortable truths; 
I pray God they may never be loſt upon 
us. But what uy the levers threatnings 
you ſpoke cf ? 
A. They that will not retain God in their 
knowledge, he will give them up to a mind 
void of judgment J. 

Being thus given up, they will fall into 

fuch courſes as muſt bring them to de- 
ſtruction. 
Which defiradtion will. be moſt terri- 
ble. They ſhall be turned into hell, where. 
the worm dieth not, and where the fire ur 
not be quenched. 

Q. How doth the belief of theſe things 
become a means to make us good ? 

A. By making us terious and thought- 
ful, which they mult needs be, who often 
think of theſe matters. 

By being ever preſent with us, and ſet- 
ting life and death eternal before our eyes. 
Convincing us, that it is our wiſdom to 
forſake the pleaſures of ſin, which are but 
for a ſeaſon : And that it is reaſonable to 
do what God hath commanded, if we ex- 
pect to obtain what he hath promiſed for 
our encouragement. 


And when we are thus diſpoſed for eternal 
life l, God the Father becomes reconciled 


t Rom. i. 28. Rom. v. 1, 
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to us; God the Son becomes our advyo- 
cate; God the Holy Ghoſt becomes our - 
guide and comforter. 
| What 1s the reaſon, why all who 
know this, do not preſently become- obe- 
dient ſervants to God ? 
Cauſes of Unbelief | 

A. Becauſe many are careleſs, and never 
mind their ſouls ; many are obſlinate, and 
will not think of theſe things; many are 
wholly taken up with the cares or the 
pleaſures of this world, and cannot look 
towards a better; and many are wicked, 
and dare not think of a life to come. 

Now, where it is thus with men, all the 
promiſes of the goſpel will not move them, 
nor the terrors of the Lord ien them 
into obedience. 

Is it not ſufficient to live well, tho! 
one ſhould not believe theſe things? 

A. You may as well hope to hve with- 
out food, as to live well without faith. | 

We have many grievous fins to be par- 
doned, the pardon of which none but the 
Son of God can procure for us. 

We have ungovernable appetites to 
ſtrugele with, which nothing but the fear 
of God can keep under. 

We have the temptations of a naughty 


world, and of an evil ſpirit, to. reſiſt, 
| which 


110 Inſtrutlions for ſuch as have 
which nothing but the Sprrit of God can 


enable us to oppole. 

To God therefore we muſt 90 for kelp 
which we cannot do, unleſs we heartil 
believe theſe articles of our Chriſtian faith. 

Q. Are theſe the only neceſſary truths 
to be believed ? 

A. Theſe are the moſt neceſſary, and 
the knowledge and belief of theſe will 
help you to profit by the whole word of 
God, by which your faith will every day 

be ſtrengthened. 

Q. I pray ſhew me bow. 

A. When you read in the holy ſerip⸗ 
tures of God's judgments upon ae, : 
of the whole world deſtroyed by a flood; 
of cities overturned ;. of nations carried 
captive; of famines, wars, and peſtilence 3 
in all theſe, you will ſee and learn to fear 
the almighty power of God, and that it is 
our wiſdom not to provoke him. 

When you ſee favours promiſed and 
performed to good men and their poſterity, 
you have ſo many examples of God's faith- 
fulneſs : and when you know that all men 
have a right to his kindneſſes, who ſtrive 
to deſerve them, you will ſerve him with 
chearfulneſs. 

When you ſee the wickedneſs of men 


brought upon their own heads, and wick- 
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ed devices brought to nought, you will-be 
confirmed in this faith, that all things are 
ziaked, and open unto the eyes 'of bim with 
Thom we bade to do +. 

When you find things brought to paſs 
many hundred years after they were fore- 


told, you will admire the providence of 


God, and be ſarisfied that he orders all 
things for the beſt. 
But above all, the goſpel will convince 
you, that you have not believed in vain. 
The miracles of Jeſus, both many and 
great, will force you to behove! his doc- 
trine. 


His doctrine will appear every way 


worthy of God: His example will make 
you in love with your duty; and his fuf- 
ferings will convince you, that it is no 
misfortune to ſuffer, when that 1s the way 
to eternal glory. 

There you will ſee his' care for. his 
church, in commanding his miniſters to 
feed his flock; and you will learn to know 
the value of your ſoul, and the great miſs 
fortune of loſing it, when you ſee Jeſus 
Chriſt, his apoſtles and * ſo much 
concerned to ſave us. 

And, laſtly, you will learn to value the 
word of God, which is the foundation of 


+ Heb. iv. 13. 
that 
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that faith, by which you hope to be 


ſaved. 
* Are there any other benefits of thi 


faith ? 

A. Yes. It is by this faith that we are 
able to ſuffer afflictions without murmur. 
ing; to know we are ſinners without 
deſpair; to think of death without trem- 
bling. 

And it is becauſe we profeſs to believe 
in God, that we ourſelves are believed 


and truſted by men. 
But how muſt we poſſeſs our hearts 


with ſuch a lively faith ? 
A. Conſider, that faith is the gift of 
God, and muſt be obtained by uſing ns 


per means. 
Therefore, if you reſolve to forſkke 


every evil way, hearken to the word of 
God, caſt yourſelf upon his mercy, pray 
to him for help, and purpoſe to be go- 
verned by his laws, your faith will increaſe 
daily, you will go from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and be able to do all chings which will 
make you acceptable to God. 

Only remember 

That you m2; { never depend upon 
God's mercies and promiles, unleſs you do 
what he hats commanded, 

1 hat W bet 304 hain threatened will 
comic nals, whether you believe it or not. 
| That 
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That his holy word is true, and that by, 
which we mult be judged at the laſt day, 
how much ſoever it is neglefted.. _ 

Therefore pray earneſtly to God, that 
he may- not ſuffer your heart to be har- 
dened ; but that you may ever believe his 
promiſes, and ftand in awe of as Judg- 
A „ 5 5 


— — 


The PR AV ER. oY 


IVE believe, Lord, increaſe out faith, [8 

give us grace, that with an holy life, we 

may adorn. the religion We, profeſs. Keep us 

ftedfaſt in this faith, into which we are bap- 

tized, that no errors, may ſeparate us from 
thee, but that thy love, O merciful” God; 


thy grace, O bleſſed Feſus , thy fellowſhip, G 
Holy Ghoſt, may defend and comfort us in all 


dangers and adverſities, until we attain the 
end of our faith, even the OLA of our. 


fouls. Amen, 


FA KN e 


SECT. IX. 


2 he Ten Commandments. [MN 
* 5 OU fay that your godfathers 


and godmothers, did pro- 
* miſe for _ that you ſhould Keep God's 
L com- 
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ce commandments. Tell me, how ma 
there be? F 

A. ce Ten. 311 r * 443" 3C k Ta N 

Q. Which be ay v 1 

A. The ſame which God fake 7 in 
< the twentieth chapter of Exodus, fay- 
ing, I am the Lord thy God. who 
mn brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
< out of the houſe of bond 

Q. Why did they er me, that 
I ſhould keep God's commandments ? 

A. Becauſe you cannot poſſibly. go to 
heaven, if you do not keep them; if thou 
colt enter into life, keep the commandments v 
For by theſe we ſhall be Nen at the alt 
day. 

That they Gio to us, as war as unto 
the people of Iſrael, we may be ſure, be- 
cauſe Chriſt hath confirmed and explained 
them in the goſpel. He is the Lord our 
God as well as theirs ; he brought them. 
out of the houſe of bondage; and he 
brought us from darkneſs to light, and from 


the power of Satan unto God J. 
Q. Why do the commandments begin 


with. theſe words, 1 am the Lord thy God: ? 

A. That we may prepare our hearts to 
receive his commandments with the greateſt 
concern and reverence. 


} 


* Matth, Aix. 17. To: | Match, Ve 0 Acts xxvi. 18. 
8 When 
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When the Lord of heaven and earth, 
of life and death, ſpeaks; ſure his crea- 
tures will hear and 8 for conſcience 
fake, that is, becauſe God commands 


them. 
Q. But can we keep the commands of 


God? 8 
A. We can do our beſt, nd | it 18 our 


8 happineſs, that God for Chriſt's ſake 


will accept of chat, inſtead of a perfect 


e | 
„ Thou ſhalt have no other God but 


W 

1 What is 115 meaning of this com- 

mandment? 
A. Fou are hereby. forbidden to think 
any creature ſo tee e as to be feared 
more than God. Or any thing ſo good, 
as to be more worthy of your love. 
| Tos are forbidden to depend. upon 
pour lf, upon. your own labour and: care, 
or proſperity; upon your friends for ſe- 
curity; upon. your wealth for happineſs; 
for theſe are bleſſings only when God is 
pleaſed to make them ſo. 

You are; hereby forbidden to give heed 
to ſuperſtitious obſervations and charms, 
for procuring of good, or for preventing 
evil; for this is to o forlake that God, with- 
out whoſe leave and direction, neither good 


* Matth. x. 28, 
Js 2 nor 
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nor evil can befal any of his creatures, 
Go and cry unto the gods whith ye have 
choſen; let them deliver you in the time of 
your tribulation F. 

Laſtly, You are by his command for- 
bidden to murmur at God's dealings with 
yourſelf or others; for he is the. Lord of 
all: You are forbidden to help yourſelf 
by unjuſt ways; for this is to do it with- 
out God's leave: Or to take the glory of 
good ſucceſs to yourſelf ; for this belongs 
to God only. 

. What 1s comme 1 this law? 

A. Vou are hereby commanded to ſive 
as in the fight of God; firmly to believe 
what he hath made known in his holy 
word; to pray for his bleſſing upon every 
thing you undertake ; and to giveghim 
thanks for all his favour s. 

You are likewiſe cotfitfldnided openly to 
own him as your God, by going conſtantly 
to his houſe, the church; where he 13 
publickly honoured as the Great Lord 
and Benefactor of the world. 9 

Laſtly, You are hereby corn to 
reſpect every thing that is his, his day, 
his word, his houſe, his miniſters. And 
to do all this with the heart, as well as 
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with the body for whatever you ſpeak 
or think, is Known to him. 

II. Thou fhak: not make to thyſelf 
any graven image, nor the likeneſs of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or in 
the earth beneath, or in the water under 
« the earth. 1 hou ſhalt not bow down 
« to them, nor worſhip them. For I the 
«© Lord thy: God am a jealous God, and 
- < vifit: the! ſins of the fathers upon the 
« chijdren unto the third and fourth 
genèration of them that hate me, and 
« ſhew mercy unto thouſands in them 
hat love Mey and keep my, conimand- 
«ments; © FCC ITEHIO DI NM 

Q. What is this meaning of chis com- 
mandment? 

A. All that believe in the true God 
are hereby forbidden to worſhip him by 
any image or picture, becauſe God is jea- 
lous)lof. his honour ; and though people. 
may pretend not to worſhip the image, 
yet, if they worſhip before it, they ſhall 
be ſeverely puniſhed; for that is in truth 
forbid 'by<this command. 

Does this command concern us, 
who have none of this practice: & 

A. It concerns you upon many ats 
counts: 


L. 


1 118 uſtrudtions for ſuch as have 

162% 1. To make you thankful to God, who 
—_ by his providence, and not by lis judg- 
TE ments, hath cured us of; this vile euſtom. 
it. 2. You may from-hence learn how; ne- 
"ie ceſſary it is to keep cloſeito the word of 
+" God, who beſt knows our-infirmities, and 

1 hath therefore forbidden all uſe of images 
3 in his ſervice; ) which ſome neglecting, 
{7 al brought them into churches, upon pre- 
4 tence of inſtructing the ignorant; a way 
1 which neither Chriſt nor his apoſtles 
Wl thought fit to appoint ; and now thejzare 
1 7 abuſed even unto idolatry. 

. 3. Laſtly, This command will: * 

1 you how to behave yourſelf in the ark | 
+1168 and worſhip of Gd. 

wo Q. 1 pray ſhew me how it 9 "Ig 1 41 

+BY A. You 4 not bow before an image, 


becauſe ſuch humble reſpect belongs to 
God only; which; reſpect therefore you 
mult ſhew when, you worſhip him; for {4 
good men have ever done 2; ae to do 
other wiſe, is to affront God to his face, 
and is a ſin not ſufficiently thought on. 
Q. How doth the greatneſs of this ſin 
appear? 15 
A. If you were forced i into a duce where 
people were worſhipping an idol, you 


" LIST, . 


Gen. xxiv. 26. Exod, xxxiv. 8. Acts xx. 6. 
would 
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would fir, or by ſome way ſhew- that you 
deſpiſed it. Therefore, if you fit or fleep 
in God's houſe, when others are praying 
to him, weill it not be judged: thar you de- 
N that God to whom they pray? 

How muſt we behave ourſelves i in 
God's houſe and preſence ? - 

A. Confider ſeriouſly, that you go to 

elurchi to do honour to God, and to aſk 
ſuch things as you cannot want without 
being miſerable. : 
Therefore your behaviour muſt be- fach 
as may be apt to procure, in yourſelf and 
others, A' great regard for God, and an 
humble opinion of ourſelves. 

When wow aſk God's pardon and bleſ- 
ſing, you muſt do it upon your knees; 
and you muſt. ſtand up to praiſe him for 
oy works and favours. 

You muſt , carefully attend to 1 E 
1 — to you; for it is the word of God, 
without which you cannot be ſaved. 

And then you will return home with 
God' s bleſſing. 

: Doth this command afford any for- 
ther inſtruction pi. 

A. Ves: It ſhews us, that the piety of 
parehtr ſhall be remembred for the good 
of their children, to many generations. 

ä That 


1 
+: * 
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That the beſt portion children can re- 
ecive from their ee 18 Socks bleſ- 


— 


lng. $5 20 f | 6 
And that ſuch parents as are not cares 


ful to love God, and to keep his com- 
mandments, do- leave certain calamities t to 
their poſterity, _ 

III. « Thau ſhalt not | rake the name 
% of the Lord thy God in vain: For: the 
Lord will not bold him ;guiltleſs, that 
6 taketh his name-in-vain,” 

Q. When do men rake the name of 
God in vain ? 

A. When they uſe- it to any idle or 
wicked purpoſe whatever; as when they 
peak of God, or of his word or uni 


after a jeſting Way. 
Wien they Pray tO God, Or ! upon 


him, without minding what they ſay. 


When they ſwear falſly, or in common 
diſcourſe. And when they uſe the name 
of God or his word in charms, or in curſes, 
or in making vows about triflfes. 

What is the meaning of that ex- 
preſſion, The Lord will not hold him Sil. 

Hes ? 

A. The meaning is, That this fin ſhall 
certainly be puniſhed, : and | more than 
words can expreſs; however eommon it 


13, and little regarded. 
Qs 


Tear hed the Church Catt#hiſin, 127 
iQ, 18 it a fit to) Wear! by : any other 
oath? „0 va 472909 1 : 5 
A. Our bieſſed Saviour (Matt. v. 34. ) 


expreſly forbids all ſwearing in common 
diſcourſe, let the oaths: ſem" eber 0 in- 


ITY 


8 OY wear 75 oneꝰs Rich. 1 725 
life, by the heavens, by the Virgin Mary, 
and theke; à cuſtom which i8 Very ſin- 
ful. and which mil Expglc you to the wrath 
of God! 1 1:55 ABI 

Q. Muſt # Serfor ſobar⸗ ben 7555 is 
called by: the magiſtrate'to do ſo 2221 2. 

a 454 it is chen was! duty to do 15 be 


well pia to Ged. "LED 15 
2. What'is the key of © one 410 tat 
I's worn Ona jury? 2 119 
A. His duty to lay. aſide" Ab- pre- 
jodice z 3 honeftly:: 0 endesvVGU to find out 
the truth; never 2t6 be led by ether 
peoples perſuaſions, but {to Made ſuch a 
return as wt believes in Es conſciendè to be 


un. 37) ah $1 DTC 2 5:18 eve. XII £11 Toki 
2. What Is perſor duty Who is ſworn 
to give evidence? >! tl: Baff bn "2! 


ä A. His duty is,/- to conflder! ſeriouſly 
what he is going to ſay,” that he may 


+ Hebr. vi. 16. 
ſpeak 


722 Tnftruftions fer Auch db ge 
ſpeak the truth to the beſt of hig knows 


tedge ; neither concealing any part, ner 
adding to it; remembring that God ſees 
the ſecrets of all hearts, * that @ 
Curſe ſhall enter into his houſe, f be : ſwear 
faſty Fe on 
From whence you alfo ſee the great ſin 
of, 8 ; who: cam pat with. men n their 
Oat : 4 "dit 4 | 
Q. What are we. commanded. in this 
law ? 5 a of: „ has bt 


* K. # + > 


A. To ſpeak of God, and of religious 
aue, after ſuch a ferious manner, that. 
people may learn to have revexent though 
of ham and his ſervice. 4. 21. 

IV. Remember chat you keep holy 
e the Sabbath day. Siæ fy Malt thaw 
© labour, aud do all we thou haſt to do; 
ce but the ſeventh day is che Sabbath of 
the Lord aby. Gag, — * Hou Halt do 
40 n manner f Work, thou;! and 'thy 
„Son, ang thy daughter, thy man- fer- 
e yant, and thy maid ſervant, hy cattle, 
* and che ſtranger that is within thy gates, 
ce For in ſix days the Lord made heaven 
and ęarth, the ſea, asd all that in them 
& 15, and reſted the ſeventh day; Where 
ay fore the lord bleſſed the ſeventh Gays. 
« and hallowed it. 0 RE: 4 


5 
* 


Q. How 
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Q. Hew far dert this command eonbern 
us Chriftlans f' umu zune 

A] We ate hereby bouhe: to Ap. we 
day in ſeveh holy; tid” becauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt roſe from che dead on che- firſt day 
of the! Week, and on the ſame day ſent 
down che EI6- Ghoſt” 19 güllie His church 
unto the'werld's end; tile apoſtles there- 
fore ſet apare tlrat day; calling ie orb 
Day f And the ehütch hath Ver ſince 
obſerved it; according to the true Eng 
of this command. 

ny are we bid; dh eſpecial men- 
ner, to Retp IMs Law A oer d e 

A. Beckoſe, if this Thould' be forgotten 
all religion would? ſoon be forgbrren with 
it; and the very knowledge of the true 
God, ascit' is in may hariond, would'be'ldſt 
amongſt! us; were there not days ſet apart, 
and perſons appointed, to bring it to our 
remembrattce!*' 20 5 

Q. How hath God Bleſſed hid iy above 
the reſt ? 

A. Having ſanctified, that is, pirated 
it from the common buſineſs of life, he 
hath promiſed an eſpecial bleſſing” ro all 
ſuch as keep it holy; and Jeſus Corift Patly 
renewed that * 195 
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Q. How mult we ot! 1¹ holy, 55 1 70 
| may obtain this bleſſing? «+ 470414 13 52; 

„A. We muſt, lay aide all lch buſi- 
nels, cares and pleaſures, as may any 
way unfit us for the ſer vice of, 'Ged, to 
which the day is devoted: and, leaving, 
all. our worldly. concerns, for :that - time: 
in- his hands, WHO is able to, make ν 
amends. for the want: of, our own and ſer- 
vants labour, we mult; go. ta the place of 
publick.. worſhip, _ and give. honour to 
God, by confeſſing our, unworthineſs; 
that we. are ſinful, neefdys, helple; ca- 
tures; by acknowledging, his power and; 
ggodneſs, giying him, thanks. for-his bleſſ- 
ings, and Praying him ite continue. ehem 
tO U8s. 145 Sh He 

Q. Are all bond to oberve this day 115 

A., Yes, all that can be ſpared from, the 
necefiary, bulinels of the family.. 

Children, that they may. learn their 
duty, and from their Zinfancy eto fear 

od. 

Servants, that. they may nat "REA that 
they have a maſter in heaven. 

e the very beaſts are to reſt, pr. 
neceſſity requires it to be orherwile,. that 
the hold creation may rejoicꝶ in the mer- 
od. 

Why 1s it. laid; ſix days ſhalt thou 


labour? 
or 1.0 A. To 


learned the Church Catechiſm. 125 
A. To put us in mind, that it is God 


who gives us all our time. 

That we are fallen from a ſtate of 
happineſs, and muſt labour for our daily 
bread. 

Laſtly, That it is purely by God's per- 
miſſion, that we proſper in our daily la- 
bours; that therefore we ought to ſerve 
him truly all our days. 

Q. How is the Lord's Day profaned ? 

A. By neglecting to go to church, when 
we can do it; by idleneſs; by unneceſſary 
_ buſineſs, journeys, and viſits; by vain 
ſports, unbecoming the ſeriouſneſs of the 
day, and of Chriſtianity, 

Q. Mult we obſerve other days, beſides 
the Lord's Day ? 

A. Yes; the feaſts of the church, which 
are alſo ſet apart by authority, to keep up 
the remembrance of God's mercies to 
us. 

Q. What is our duty on ſuch devil ? 

A. To go to the publick place of wor- 
ſhip, to thank God for his favours to his 
church, and particularly, for what we then 
remember. 

To let our ſervants have leiſure and in- 
nocent diverſions, that they may chearfully 


ſerve both their maſters, on earth and in 
Heaven, 


Hows 


125 Inftrafions for fuch as have 
However, where neceſfity requires, 
both the ſervant ſhonld be Lining, and 
the maſter ſhould” not ſcruple, on Juch 
days, to do what is really needful. 
Q. May we not obſerve fortunate 0 


croſs days? 

A. By no means; it is à great fin to do 
fo, and expreſſy forbidden by God+F, and 
reckoned as a ſort of Vitcheralt, and with 
good reaſon; for by this ſuperſtition, 
God, the author of a good, is forgot- 
ten to be feared, praiſed, and truſted 


in. 


The P RAV ER. 


Cod, who alone art worthy of our love, 
ive us grace, that we may never forget 
hee, nor thy glorious perfections; but that 
we may ſerve thee according to thy word, in 
Sincerity and godly fear; that we may never 
mention thy ſacred name without reverence ; 
that we perform the vows that are upon us; 
that we may not ſpend thy boly days in 
Cwanity and idieneſs, nor in a cuſtomary al- 
. af thy houſe only ; but that we may 


our bodies, „ through any Chriſt oun Lord. 
Amen. 


T Deut, xviii. 10. 
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85 J Onour thy father and thy 
4 . mother, that thy days may 

„ be long in the land which the Lord 
« thy God giveth thee.” _ 

Q. What are the duties contained in 
this commandꝰ 

A. The duty of children to their 1 pa- 
rents, of ſervants to their maſters, of peop le 
to their governors, of all Chriſtians to their 
ſpiritual paſtors, and of all men to their 
betters. As 

Q. Why is the duty of children to cheir 
parents only mentioned! 2 

A. Becauſe that is a duty firſt learned 
and beſt underſtood; children very na- 
turally loye their parents, and are generally 
kept in ſubjection by them; and there- 
fore, when they are commanded. ſo to 
honour others as they do their parents, 
they eaſily know what that meaneth, and 
will more readily pay the duties owing to 
all their betters. 

Q. How muſt I honour. my father and: 
mother. 

A. Lou muſt in all lawful chings 


chearfully ſubmit to them, be careful not. 
to 


TENSE 
i IE NES 
Ne OS gk 


EW o 
1 3 . 8 TS HOES: SO Rot NY 8 


1 CI Ea = 1 
n -A> 2 
8 ; + 
ba oF, RA 1 DOA 24 


128 Inſtructions for ſuch as have 

to grieve them by ſtubborn and evil 
courſes: You muſt ſhew them all due 
reſpect, and thankfully acknowledge their 
kindnefs to you; bear with their infirmi— 
ties, hide their failings, ſupply their wants, 
and pray for their preſent and everlaſting 
happineſs ; which if you do, in obedience 
to this command of God, you may ex. 


pect to live to be a happy ent your. 


ſelf. 

Q. What would then be my duty? 

A. The duty of parents is, to bring 

their children in obedience, and in 

ns fear of God; to take care that they 
be inſtructed in true religion; to pro- 
vide for them, but not by unrighteous 
ways; to correct them when they ſay or 
do any wicked thing; to be examples to 
them of piety, ſobriety, and diligence ; 
and, laſtly, to bleſs, and to pray for them. 
All which you will be more careful to 
do, if you conſider what a - dreadful 
thing it will be, ſhould your children, 
be for ever miſerable through your negli- 
gence. 

Q. What if it ſhould be my lot to be a 
1 


. 
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The duty of ſervants is, to be obe- 


* to their maſters, diligent in their 
buſineſs, not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
Pleaſers; 
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learned the Church Catechiſm. 129 
pleaſers to be as careful of their maſters 
goods, as if they were their own 4 neither 
waſting them, nor ſuffering others to do 
lo, To be no tale bearers; but above all, 
to be honeſt, not only for conſcience, 
but for credit's ſake; deceit and pilfering 
being abominable qualities, never for- 
gotten by others, and very hardly left 
off by thoſe that give way to them. 
And, ifi, he muſt remember that he 
hath a maſter in heaven, to whom 
he oweth ſervice, and from whom he 
may expect the reward of a faithful 
ſervant. 

And, for the 2 of ſervants, 
the ſamnai Lord of all men, who com- 
mands them to be faithful, commands 
their maſters to be juſt, and kind, and 
careful of them; to give them what 
is right; To uſe them like fellow- 
Chriſtians, taking care of them in their 
 lickneſs, allowing them time to ſerve 
God, and ſetting them an example of 
doing lo; ever remembring, that there 
is no reſpect of perſons with God, 

who putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another. 

Q. What is our duty towards them that 
have the rule over us? 
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A. Your duty is, to obey them, mot 
ently for fear of puniſhment, but for con- 
ſcience ſake*. Not to ſpeak evil of them, 
but to ſhew them all becoming reſpect ; 
and to pray that God may bleſs them, 
and make them inſtruments of great good 


to us all. 


For men in authority, fearing God, 
are a mighty bleſſing; their duty being to 
keep the people in peace and quietneſs; 
to defend the perſons and rights of honeſt 
men; to puniſh the unruly ; to adviſe them 
that . no counſellors; and in all things 
to promote the glory of God, and the wel- 
fare of all below them. 

Q. What is the duty of people to their 
Paſtors ? 

A. To reſpe# them + for their maſter's 
fake, and for their work's ſake, remem - 
bring the words of Chriſt to his miniſters, 
he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me ||, T here- 
fore your duty is to hearken to their in- 
ſtruction ; to pay them their due without fraud 
or grudging , that God may bleſs both their [1 
labours and yours, 

For it 1s their buſineſs and duty, to ſtudy 


all ways of teaching you how you ſhould 


* Rom. xiii. 5.—2 Pet. ii. 10. 1 1 Theſſ. v. 13. 
Luk x. 16. I Deut. XXVi. 12. 


E 


when you do amiſs; To pray that you may 
do well; To bleſs you in God's name, and 
to be wholeſome examples in word and 
deed; and they have much to anſwer for, 
if they are not ſuch. 
. Whom elſe muſt I honour ? 

A. All that are your betters, by reaſon 
of their greater age, their learning, their 
eſtates or places, to whom therefore you 
muſt ſhew a juſt regard, 

And it is their duty, not to be high- 
minded, but to be grave; not diſhonouring 
themlelves, courteous, eaſy to be ſpoke 
to, and e to help where they can do 
it. 

| What is the meaning of the promiſe 
which God hath made to tuch as keep this 
command? 

A. That God will bleſs them in the 
way they ſhall go, which will be a means 
of prolonging their lives: On the con- 
trary, He that deſpiſeth his father and mo- 
80 the ravens ſhall pick out his eyes , that 

he ſhall act fooliſhly, as if he were 
indeoks blind, 

VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder,” 

Q. What is here forbidden? 


* Prov xxx. 17. 


A. You 


learned the Church Cat echiſm. 1 31 
walk and pleaſe God; To reprove you. 
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A. You are hereby forbidden to do 
violence to any man by word or deed; 
to wiſh any man's death; to be glad at 
misfortunes; and pal ticularly, you are 
forbidden that which is the occaſion of all 
theſe ſins, to bear malice. or hatred m 
your heart; for if you do ſo, you will be 
apt to provoke others to miſchief, you will 
be apt to do it yourſelf; and therefore St. 
John ſaith, whoſoever bateth his brother, is a 
murderer +; 

a 2 Is any thing elſe _— forbid- 
en? 

A. Yes : You are forbidden every wing 

ieh may make your own or other mens 
lives uneaſy or unſafe; entertaining of 
prejudice, provoking language, and ta- 
king away mens good name; for a man 
may be murdered by words, and his heart 
broken by ill uſage. 

You are allo hereby forbid all intem- 
perance, by which you deſtroy your own, 
and help to ruin other mens lives. 

All which are grievous ſins, and a dread- 
ful vengeance will follow / thoſe that ſend 
men out of the world ſooner than God and. 
nature deſigned. 

Q. What is the duty required in this 
commandment ? 


+ 1 John i, 13 
A. It 


. 
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A. It is your duty, as much as in you 
lieth *, to live peaceably with all men; 
to avoid the company of contentious people ; 
to deliver the oppreſſeat, and to be merciful 
to ſuch as are in miſery ; to forbear and for- 
ive one another, and be well pleaſed with 
the welfare of all men. | | 

VII. © Thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
Ex | 
n are the fins here forbidden ? 

A. All manner of uncleanneſs, and all 
ſuch things as are apt to. lead men into 
vices not fir to be named. All drunken- 
neſs and gluttony, and eager contriving for 
the belly; a flothful life, wanton words 
and actions; filthy books and ſongs; all 
which are a great offence to God, and by 
no means fit for one who expects to live 
with ſaints and angels in heaven. 

Q. Many people do not look upon theſe 
ſins to be ſo great and dangerous as you 
ſpeak of. | 

A. Thar is becauſe they do not believe 
the word of God, which declares, Thar 
whoremongers and adulterers t God will 
judge. And what that judgment fhall be; 
you find Rev, xxi, 8. They dal. be caſt int, 
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the lake which burneth with Are and i bim. 


Bone. 

Q. What then is my duty, that 1 may 
- eſcape that dreadful ſentence ? 

A. Your duty 1 is, to be temperate, to 
bring your body in ſubjectiou f to "your 
ſpirit ; and, if you cannot contain, to uſe 
that honourable remedy , which God hath 
provided to keep you innocent : Ever re- 
membring, that whoredom takes. atvay the 
heart ; that is, it makes men regardleſs 
of what muſt come hereafter ; ſo that they 
very often ſee not their danger, until they 
feel it without remedy, 

% What is the duty of married Per, 
ſons; 


A. To live peaceably together; remem- 
bring that marriage was ordained of God, 
for the mutual help and comfort which 
the one ought to have of the other. 

And therefore they both of them haye 
vowed before God, the huſband, to love, 
to comfort, to honour, and to keep his wife. 
The wife, to obey, to ſerve, to love, and 
to honour her huſband, as long as they 
both ſhall live. 

Which vows are as ſacred as can be 
made, and are here ſet Ps hes they- 
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may be often thought on by married per- 
ſons ; which would be a means of making 
that ſtate of Hife the mappen than can be 
on earth. 

VIII. Thou malt not ſteal.” | 

- How is / this command tranſgreſ- 
ar 

A. Not only by theft, which is a baſe 
vice, and openly abhorred ; but by oppreſ- 
ſion, deceit, with. holding of dues, con- 
cealing of found goods, defrauding the 
publick, wearying men out of their rights, 
or impairing their eſtates by vexatious 
law. ſuits, by power, intereſt, bribery, or 
craft; which are crimes too often com- 
mitted by thoſe who never expect to be 
puniſhed for the breach of this command 
and yet God is molt ſurely he avenger of all 
ſuch F. 

Q. What is required of us, that we may 
keep this law ? 

A. It is your duty to be diligent in your 
calling, that you may be able to live with- 
out taking unlawful ways. 

To be a good huſband of what God hath 
given you, leſt, having ſquandered it, you 
be tempted to live by deceit. 


'+ 1 Theſſ. iv. 6 
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To be contented with your condition ; 
believing, that better is a lille with 
righteouſneſs, than great revenues wit bout 
right *. : 

Laſtly, to depend upon God's. provi- 
dence, which takes care of all creatures; 
and will certainly reward the honeſt poor 
man, who chuſes to beg, if he cannot la- 
bour, rather, than ſteal. „„ 

. What is the duty of one who 
ſenſible of his ſin, and lorry that he hath 
broke this law ? 

A. He muſt confeſs his ſin unto God, 
and, if he can poſſibly do it, he maſt make 
amends to the perſons he hath wronged , 
without which he muſt not expect forgive- 
neſs from God. 

And this is that which makes this ſin fo 
very hard to be repented of; becauſe, 
through ſhame or ſtubbornneſs, people will 
not make reſtitution of what they have got 
by traud or violence; and yet they hope 
to be ſaved ; But this is the hope of hypocrites, 
which ſhall periſh|. 

IX. © Thou ſhall not bear falſe witneſs 
* againſt thy neighbour.” 

Is any more here forbidden, than 
the deing a falſe witnels ? 


Prov. xvi, 8. + Lev. vi. 2.—Ezek xxxiii. 15. 
[ yu Vil, 13. 
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A. Yes! You are hereby forbidden to 
ſay any thing of other men, which may 


hurt them, unleſs it be with an honeſt de- 


ſign, to bring them to repentance, or to 
hinder them from doing greater miſchiefs 
to others. 
Therefore to invent ſtories, to add to 
them, and to ſetthem abroad to encourage 
tale- bearers ; to give men ill names; to 
publiſh their infirmities; to make their 
faults worſe than they are, are all con- 
demned by this law, and other ſcriptures ; 
As the very work of the devil , as the 
deſtruction of all good neighbourhood, 
and Chriſtian charity. _ 
Q. From whence doth this fin pro- 
ceed ? 


A, Sometimes from a baſe diſpoſition; 


there are people who love miſchief, and 
are pleaſed, the more of it there is in the 
world. , Sometimes from a buſy temper; 
from pride; from evil deſigns ; and ſome- 
times people do it for diverſion, 

But from whenceſoever this proceeds, it 
is a ſign of an impudent mind, to ſpeak 
ill of others, as if ſuch men had no faults 
of their own; to jeſt with a man's good 
name, which is more valuable than his 


I John vill, 44. 
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eſtate +; to ſet friends at variance, and to 


diſturb their good neighbourhood ; and 
therefore revilers are reckoned amongſt 
thoſe that muft not go to heaven}. 

Q. What is required of us by this 


| _ 


t is your duty to ſpeak the truth 
at i times, when it 1s fit, as well as when 
you are upon your oath : To be tender 
of mens reputation; to be diſpoſed to 
hear, and believe, and to ſpeak the beſt ; 
not to take pleaſure in fooliſh or wicked 
ſtories. And we ſhall oblerve theſe rules 
the better, if we conſider what a ſore griet 
it is to ourſelves, to be abuſed by a wicked 
* 

Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
. . s houſe; thou ſhalt not covet thy 
4 neighbour's wife, nor his ſervant, nor 
* his maid, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor 
« any thing that 1s his.” 

Q. Whar is the meaning of this com- 
mand ? | 

A. You are hereby forbidden to covet, 
that is, to ſet your heart upon that which 
is another man's left you be tempted to 
take unlawful ways of getting it into your 
poſſeſſion ; as Abab did, who having fet 
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Bis heart * upon his neighbour's eſtate, 
when he could not have it for his money, 
the devil helped him to get it another way 
which coſt him his life, and the ruin of 
his family. 

Q. But may not a man Jefire to buy 
what is another's ? 

A. Yes no doubt of it, provided the 

other can lawfully. diſpoſe of it, and that 
you ſuppoſe he is willing to do ſo; but if 
he is not willing, then to continue to deſire 
it, is a {in againſt this law of God. 

Q. What doth this law require? 

A. That you keep your beart with all dili- 
genceÞ, becauſe out of it proceedeth all manner 
of wickedneſs|. 

That you reſiſt the very beginnings of 
fin; which if let alone, will bring forth 
death J. 

That you be contented with your own 
lot, as that which is appointed you by a 
wie and good God. 

Laſtly, That you ſet God always be- 
fore you, who ſeeth the very ſecrets of 
1 heart, and will puniſh all its ſinful 

uſts. 


"x Kings XX1, + Prov. iii. 28. 
Matth. xv. 19. + James 1. 15. 
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P EN our eyes, O Lord, that we may 
fee that thy law is boly, juſt, and good, 


and that we may keep it with our whole hearts; 


that we may love and honour all thoſe whom 
thy providence hath made our betters ; that 
we may do violenee to no man; that we may 


abhor all unchaſt defires, words and actions; 


, : 1 - 
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all deceit and oppreſſion ; all the evils of a 


Hing tongue; all covetous defires, and begin- 


nings of luſt. 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all 


theſe thy Iaws in our hearts, * we moſt t 
 beſeech thee, Amen. 


SECT. I ie 
= * HAT doſt thou chiefly 
15 learn by theſe command- 

« ments? 


A. © I learn two things, my duty to- 
„ wards God, and my duty towards my 
„ Netghour.” 

Q. How are the commandments di- 
vided? 
A. The four firſt make the firſt table, 
and teach us our duty to God; the ſix laſt, 


or the ſecond table, do contain the duty 
we owe to our neighbour, 


Q. What 
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Q. What is thy duty towards God? 

A. My duty towards God, is to be- 
s heve in him, to fear him, to love him 
with all my heart, with all my mind, 
« with all my ſoul, and with all my ſtrength; 
« to worſhip him, to give him thanks, to 
put my whole truſt in him, to call upon 
him, to honour his holy name and his 
word, and to ſerve him truly all the 
« days of my life.”? 

Q. Is a Chriſtian's duty hard to be un- 
derſtood ? | 

A. By no means; religion being the 
buſineſs of all men; a plain man, if he is 
well diſpoſed, may know his duty, and be 
able to perform it, as well as the greateſt 
ſcholar, 

Q. This is a comfortable truth: I pray 
make me ſenſible of it. 

A. Do not you ſee that all nee 
Knowledge lieth in a very narrow compaſs? 
your duty to God, and to your neighbour, 
is contained in a few words, very "eaſy to 
be underſtood and remembred, where peo- 
ple truly believe in God, and heartily de- 

lire to be ſaved. 
Then I truſt I ſhall not periſh; for 
I do believe i in God, and 1 n. wifh to 
be ſaved, 
A. You muſt not be deceived in a mat- 


ter of ſo great moment. It may be, you 
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do not believe in, nor fear nor love God 


with all your heart, though you are per- 


fuaded you do. 
O. 1 beg I may fee my error, i 1 am 


in one. 
A. Do you live in any kbown ſin? if 


you do ſo, you- may be ſure you do not 
fear him who hath power to dane both 


body ald ſoul in hell. 

It may be you think you love God 
above all things; but, if you are not 
concerned to keep his laws, and angry with 
yourſelf when you break them, then you 
do not love God : For this (ſaith St. John) 
is the love of God, that we keep his command- 


ments. 


Do you run to God in all your wants, 


pray to him, reſt ſatisfied with what he 
orders for you, caſting all your care upon 
him+? If you do not ſo, why then. you 
do not truſt in him with all your heart. 
Q. I fee it is my duty thus to love, and 


to fear, and to truſt in God; but I am 


afraid it will be hard for me to do ſo. 

A. Be not diſcouraged ; to a well-dil- 
poſed mind the grace of God will make 
every thing eaſy. 

Only remember, that theſe gracious diſ- 
poſitions are to be obtained as well by 


J John v. z. 1 Peter, v. 7. 
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your own endeayours, as by God's affiſt- 
That no man is perfect at once; 
but the work of the ſpirit is fitly compared 
unto a grain of muſtard ſeedf, which, tho? 


 ANCce, 


ſmall at firſt, yet ſoon becomes a tree. 


Q. What then muſt I do, that I may 
believe, without any doubt, that God go- 
verneth all things, and that I may chearfully 
ſubmit to whatever he doth, as the beſt ? 
A. You mult often conſider, that God 
cannot do wrong to his creatures; which he 
would not have made if he had hated them. 
Remember that the beſt men do own 
the juſtice and goodneſs of God, even 


when they ſmart under his hand. 


Conſider how ſhort your own. know: 
ledge is; and, as when you firſt ſaw 
corn flung into the ground, though it did 
ſeem to you to be loft, yet you could not 


but think, : they 


that did it had reaſon 


for it, becauſe they were wiſer than you: 
If you think ſo of God, you wall at laſt 
come to be well pleated with whatever he 
doth, or permits to be done, and ne- 
ver to murmur at the ways of his provi- 
dence, 

Q. Thou 
above all things, yet I am often more 


7 Matth. xii. 31. 


gh 1t is my duty to fear God 


afraid 
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afraid of the laws, and the anger.of my 
friends, than of God. 

A. But you will not be ſo, if you ſtriye 
to keep it in your heart, that his eyes are 
ever upon you: that his judgments are 
very terrible: That it is a fearful thing 
for a ſinner to fall under the diſpleaſure 
of his maker. Think much of this, and 
you will learn to fear God more than. 
death, 

Q. How muſt I learn to love God? 
A. Conſider how you came to love 
your parents; was it not becauſe you were 
uſed to go to them upon all occaſions, and 
found them always ready to hear and: 
to help you ? 

Why, now conſider: that your parents 
could not help you, without God's bleſ. 
ſing; your mother: could not hinder her- 
ſelf from miſcarrying of you; and when: 
you were born, ſhe could not keep you 
from ſad accidents, from ſickneſs, or from 
death. It 1s God who hath preſerved you, 
who inviteth you to call upon him in all 
your wants, hath promiſed to hear, to 
anſwer, and to be a father to you, and, 
if you obey him, to make you happy for 
ever. 

Do you therefore accept of this gracious 
invitation, pray to God for what you 
want, and you will love hum as naturally 

| as 


earned the Church Catechiſm; 14 * 


as a child doth the parents that nouriſh 
him. 

Q. But though it is my duty to call upon 
and worſhip God, yet I find a backward- 
neſs in my nature to do ſo. 

A. That may be. However, do ſome- 
thing againſt your inclinations; keep your 

heart clean, and your thoughts upon your 
latter end, and pray conſtantly, notwith- 
ſtanding you unwillingneſs; and cuſtom 
and the grace of God will make that a 
delight, which is now a burthen. 

Q. I know I have reaſon to give God 
thanks, and yet my heart is not much 
affected with his bleſſings. 

A. Therefore you muſt often chink of 
his favours ; and, when you receive any 
bleſſing, turn your thoughts forthwith 
towards God, and ſay, this mercy is 
from him: It is he that gives me friends: 
It is he that proſpers me in the way I go: 
It is God who hath reſtored me to health * 
It is he that refreſhes me every night 
with ſleep, and every day preſerveth me 
from danger. Do this, and you will as 
naturally return him thanks, as deſire his 
bleſſings. 

] lee it is my duty to put my whole 
truſt in God ; but 1s 1t poſſible tor me to 
do — when he ſuffers me to fall into af- 


: A. Yes, 
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des, ſure. Good men have always 
done ſo. Though he flay me, yet will I 
truſt in bim, fairh Job.“ 

Remember, that it is good to be in trou- 
zie, , when God ſees meet, who otherwiſe 
doth not delight in the miſeries of his 
Creatures, 

Q. What will be my duty, when Gap 
ſhall viſit me? 

A. It will be your duty to be patient, 

to conſider your ways, and to turn to God 
immediately, and pray, that he may make 
the troubles of this life a means of bring- 
you to a better; and beware of ſcking 
kelp from the devil, as they do who m N 
uſe of charms, when they, or their goods, 
are in diſtreſs. 

Q. MuſtI alfotruſt in God, and PD. 
that ve careth for me, though I am in 
verty d 8 

A. You muſt do ſo: For riches are 
not always a ſign of God's favour, nor 
poverty of his diſpleaſure. 

Remember the reſolution which Jacob 
made: God will be with me, and give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, then ſhall. 
abe lord be my Godl. 


a Job xili. 15. f PL, exix. 71. Gen. xxviii. 20. | 
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To comfort yourſelf, and confirm your 

faith; conſider, that this is the work of 

God“: That he can make you ſufficient 

amends in the next world, for what you 

want in this: That the poor are expreſly 
declared to be heirs of his kingdom. 

T hat, to be ſure, God bath his eye con- 
tinually upon the poor, becauſe he hath 
ſo often commanded others to take care of 
them 

Think of theſe things, and you will be 
content with your condition, and not de- 
fire to better it by unjuſt wayͤs. 

You will neither envy the rich, nor 
queſtion the goodneſs of God. | 

Q. Are the rich as much bound to truſt 
in God, as the poor ? 

A. They are: for they depend upon 
God, both for the enjoyment and continu- 
ance of their riches. For riches make them- 
ſelves wings, and fly away : and it is God 
who giveth a man power to enjoy what he has 
ms 


And therefore rich men are commanded, 
not to be high-minded, not to truſt in uncer- 
lain riches, but in the living Gods. 

To give of their ſubſtahce to the poor, 
as a debt due to him f. To be thank- 


* 1 Sam. ii, 7. + Jam. ii. 5. f Prov. xxiil, 151 
{| Eccl. v. 19. 1 Tim. vi. 17. ff Prov. ii. 27. 
1 ful 
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ful, and not to ſpend them upon their 
luſts, 18 
Q. It is my duty to honour God's holy 
name and his word: How ſhall I bring my- 
Ea io! | 
A. Take care not to ſpeak of God, 
but when you are ſerious. Conſider often 
that he ſeeth you, and ſo you will be apt to 
do what is moſt for the honour of his 
name. | | 4 
And if you often remember, that the 
Bible is a book given by God, to teach 
us what we are to believe, and how we 
are to live, that we may attain eternal 
happineſs; and that your ſalvation de- 
pends upon knowing what that book con- 
taineth : Whenever you read, or hear it 
read, you will attend to it carefully, en- 
deavour to follow the directions it gives 
vou, never repeat any part of it but to 
ſerious and holy purpoſe, and ſo will delight 
in, and honour his holy word. 
| It is my duty to ſerve him truly all 
the days of my life. But will not neceſſary 
buſineſs hinder me from doing ſo much as 


is required of me ? | Re” 
A. No. Whatever God requireth of any 


man, may be done without neglecting his 
worldly buſineſs. . 5 

One day in ſeven you are forbid to la- 
; bour; do what you are commanded _ 
1 that 


mn Aa Ta «-y» 
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that day, and ſpare a few minutes every 
morning and evening to praiſe God, an 
to aſk his bleſſing; and then, when you 
are at your daily labour, you are ſerving 
Cod as truly, and you are as certainly on 
the way to heaven, as they who are at thai 
prayers. And this you may do all the days 
of your life. 


The PRAYER, 


Racious God, who alone art worthy of all 
our ſervice, grant that we may ſerve and 
pleaſe thee according to our duty, with all our 
heart and ſtrength; that we may give thee 
thanks, and do thee honour , and that, con- 
tinuing in the faith, and fear, and love of 
God, unto our lives end, we may be made by 
him eternally rt, W Jeſus Ci. 
Amen. 


4 Ne 
SECT. XIL 
. * HAT is thy duty towarde 


thy neighbour? 
A, © My duty towards my EY 
é bour, is to love him as myſelf, and to 
* do unto all men, as I would they ſhould 


do unto me, To loye, honour, and 
6 & ſuc- 
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verently to all my betters. 


ſuccour my father and mother. T 
honour and obey the king, and all 
that are put in authority under him. 
To ſubmit myſelf to all my governors, 
teachers, ſpiritual paſtors and maſ- 
ters. To order myſelf lowly and re- 
To hurt 
nobody by word or deed. To be 
true and juſt in all my dealings. To 
bear no malice nor hatred in my heart. 
To keep my hands from picking 
and ſtealing, and my tongue from evil 


ſpeaking, lying, and flandering. To 


keep my body in temperance, ſober- 
neſs, and chaſtity; not to covet or 
deſire other mens goods; but to. learn 
and labour truly to get my own living, 
and to do my duty in that ſtate of life, 
unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to call 


me.“ 15 
Q. Is it not ſufficient that we love, and 


fear and honour God? A | 


A. It is not. For we have this ORE 


ment from God, that be, who loveth God, 
love his brother alſo* ; and therefore, be 


ibat faith he loveth God, 


and bateth his 


brother, is a lyar; he neither loveth God, 


nor doth God love him. 


1John iv. Als ' 


; 
* 4 0 * % 
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Q. Who is my iiber and oy 
ther? 

A. Every perſon who ,1S capable f e 
love . For God hath declared us all to 
be brethren, that we may learn to rejoice 


in one another's happineſs, and be con- 


cerned at the ſufferings of each other. 

That we may relieve their wants, be 
ready to help their misfortunes, and al- 
ways think the belt of what they lay or 
do. 

By which we ſhall ſecure the favonr of 
God, and get ſuch W ay many lit 
us for heaven. 


And in the mean time n 1 


perſon hath a rule to walk by, ſuited to 
his capacity. 

Q. I pray make me underſtand that. 

A. Confider how you love yourſelf. 
Lou wiſh yourſelf all good ſucceſs in your 
. buſineſs; you are ſorry when you mil- 
carry: and never envy yourſelf any thing 
that is good; you do not love to vex, and 
ſeldom fall out with yourſelf ; or if you 
do, you are ſoon reconciled ; why, thus 
you will deal with your neighbour; if you 
—_ him as yourſelf, as-you are commanded 
tO do. | 


T Luke x. 29, 
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132 Jnfiriifiions for fuch as bavi 
Lou are much concerned for your own 


eredit; you are not forward to publiſh 


your own faults; you know what a vex- 
ation it is to be deceitfully dealt with; and 
doth not this teach you not to deal 0 with 


Others? 


You take it ill to be deſpiſed by thoſe 


below you; why, then you muſt not de- 


ſpiſe your betters, but honour and obey 
them, according to their place and con- 


dition. 
And this you will do more chearfully, 


when you conſider, that we cannot live 


without one anotber l. They that go fine, 
and fare well, could not do io, if others did 


not labour hard; and they that labour, 


could not hve comfortably, it they wee 
not protected and encouraged. 
So that, if the rich wall not love and 


ſupport the poor, and the poor will not 


honour and obey, and be faithful to them, 
both poor and rich will be ſufferers. 


It is therefore happy for us, that God 


hath commanded us to love one another. 
Q. How may we attain to fuch a Chril- 


tian temper ? 
A, You muſt take all occaſions of wiſh- 


ing well, and doing good to others, con- 
tinually exerciſing your compaſſion, by re: 


lieving 
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lieving the poor, helping ſuch as are in 
diftrels, comforting the | afflicted, and 
' mourning with them that mourn; which 
will ſweeten your temper, and bring you to 
good nature. 

You muſt beware of taking pleaſure i in 

the calamities of other men, though your 
greateſt enemies: For that would make 
you inhuman, and hard-hearted. 
You muſt often conſider, that all men 
have a deſire and a right to be ealy, ag 
well as you; That you yourſelf have 
faults; and that you ſtand in need of 
pardon from men, and of mercy from 
God. 
„ Rat, * all, conſider, that this is 
God's expreſs command, that we love one 
another, without which we cannot be 
ſaved. 

Therefore humbly pray to him, chat he 
may give you the ſpirit of love r, and ſuch 
diſpoſitions as he will gracioully ACCEPT 
of. 

And then you will find, that be you 
never ſo obedient to your betters, never ſo 
civil to your equals, never ſo kind to your 
inferiors, no man will profit by it more 
than 2 | 


+ 2 Tim. i. 7. 
O 3 Q. Will 
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Q. Will my love to my. neighbonr 
hinder me from leeking my juſt right by 


law? 
A. It. will not: But then it muſt be 


for ſomething of value, and not for 
ſuch trifles as it would not hurt you to 
loſe. 

And then it is your duty, firſt, to try 
all friendly ways; when that will not do, 
you muſt go to law with a Chriſtian tem- 
per, without revenge, without taking te- 


dious and ſpiteful courſes, and vexing 


your neighbours and yourſelf without 
cauſe. 
And laſtly, you are to be ſatisfied with 
what the law ſhall determine, though it be 
againſt you. 
Q. Whar is my duty, if my IE Ra 


ſpeaketh evil of me? 


A. If you deſerve to be evil ſpoken of, 
your going to law will but open people's 


mouths. 
But if you are indeed abuſed, you ought 


1 to reprove him that hath done 
if you cannot make him ſenſible of 


th fault, tell it to his paſtor, whoſe 
and if 


he continue obſtinate, o deny bim the 


Rubrick before the Come 


boly 


＋ Matth. xviil 15. 
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boly communion; which is a greater — 
ment than the law can inflict. 

Iour duty in the mean while is patiently 
to bear the injury, to return good for evil, 
freely to forgive, ſincerely to pray for him: 
For ſo hath Chriſt expreſiy commanded, 
Matth. v. 44. 

And for your comfort, conſider that by 
thus freely forgiving him, you have a 
right to the gracious promiſe God made 
of pardoning your ſins; ſo that you be- 
come the greateſt gainer by tke wrong that 
was done you. 

Q. But will not this encourage 11] men 
to abuſe their innocent neighbours? ? 

A. Ii is probable it will not *. However 

that be, we arenot to be more concerned for 

our own reputation, than for the honour 
and commands of Jeſus Chriſt; who hath 
alſo ſet us an example, that wwe ſpould follow 
his ſteps, who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; but committed his cauſe to him that 
Judgeth righteouſly F. 

Q. What if. I cannot forgive thoſe that 
have injured me? 

A. Why then, you cannot be ſaved ||. 
But if you defire to lay by that anger 
which you find feſtering in your breaſt, 
then you muſt pray to God, and he will 


* Rom, xii, 20. Þ 2 Pet. ii. 23. Matth. vi. 15, 
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.give you new diſpoſitions to forgive, and 
to love, and to do good. 

Q. Will my duty to my neighbour 
3 me at all times to conceal bis 
.. faults ? 

A. No. Sometimes it is your duty to 
ſpeak of them; but then it muſt be with a 
good deſign of bringing him to repen- 
tance, and to ſuch perſons as have au- 
thority to call him to an account; others 
wiſe you are a backbiter, and, as ſuch 
reckoned emongſt the moſt ſeandalous offen- 
f. 

2 Muſt I love them that do not love 


me ? 
„A. Tes; or elle Slide hath made 


you no better than the heathens; for even 


they love thoſe that love them. 

But Jeſus Chriſt hath commanded his 
followers to love their enemies]; that is, 
to oblige them not to ſpeak evil of them, 
but to pray for them, and to do them 


_ 
Q. May not I be true and juſt in my 


dealings, and yet make myſelf as good a 


bargain as I can? 
A. Only conſider, that if the perſon 


you deal with, makes himſelf an ill! bar- 
gain, out of neceſſity, or out of ignorance, 


T Rom. 1. 28. [| Matth. V. 44 
3 8 
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or out of fear, it is a wicked thing to take 


advantage of him; and though you may 
defend it by law, you cannot anſwer it to 
God. 

Q. What is my duty, if I have wrong- 
ed my neighbour ? 

A. You are bound to acknowledge 
your fault, and make him what amends 
you can; to aſk God's pardon, and then 
you may hope for forgiveneſs ; for this is 
what you would expect from others. 
This is the rule we ſhall be judged by, 
and therefore this is the rule we ſhould 
live by; Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, do you even fo to them . 


But ſhall unlearned people know to 


walk at all times by this rule? 


A. Remember what St. John faith, He | 


that loveth his brother, abideth in the lighk, 
and there is no occaſion of ſtumbling in him; 
that is, his love will direct him what to do 2, 
and will not ſuffer him to do wrong te 
others, either in word or deed For love 
woarketh no ill to its neighbour ; thinketh no 


evil, and therefore ſpeaks none ,, beareth all 


things, believeth all things, bopeth all things, 


endureth all things |, 
Q. Is Hing la” that love which we 


owe to our neighbour *! 2 


T Math, w. tz, f 1 Jeha i ro. IF Cor AN 
A. Yes 
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A. Yes ſure. And if you confider 
what miſchief it doth, how ill you take it 
to be deceived yourſelf, how ill you take 
it to be fuſpected of lying, you will be 


-convinced that it is a baſe vice, and that 


there is great reaſon for thoſe terrible 
*#hreatnings , which we find in God's 
word, 3 ſuch as are guilty of this 
ſin, That they ſhall be caft into bell, 

. What are the rules of temperance, 


ſoberneſs, and chaſtity, Which a Chriſtian 


is to walk by? 

A. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God g.; that is, 
take care that the name of God and reli; 
gion be not evil ſpoken of by your excels 
in theſe things. 1 

Tet us walk bomfth, as in the day, not 1 
rioting and drunkenneſs, not in chambering 
and wantonneſs-\., For no man that doth 


ſo, can with any true delight think of the 


Joys of heaven. 

Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting 
and drunkenneſs, and ſo that day come upon 


you unawares ©. 
For ſure it is, that they who give 


themſelves up to intemperance, are in great 


1 © COr-X. 31+ 
7 Luke xxi. 34. 


dans 


+: Rev. xx1. 
. Rom. xiii. 13. 


3 * 


Tearned the Church Cotedbiſm;, 59: 
danger 'of dying in their ſins unrepented 


of. 4 

And the reaſon of all this caution is 
plain. Religion is a very ſerious thing., 
requireth our moſt ſerious thoughts; and 
the more we delight 1 in this life, the leſs 
we ſhall think of the next, and of that 
ſelf denial which the goſpel hath made a: 
Chriſtian duty. 
Q. What reaſon have we to be con- 
tented, and not to deſire other mens 
goods? 

A. Becauſe our own condition is cer- 
tainly beſt for. us, being the appointment 
of a juſt and good God, who can make us 
amends for what we want here. 

And becauſe in a very ſhort time we 
mall have no need of theſe things. 

Q. Is not poverty a great evil! f 

A. It is very far from being fo, when it 
is brought upon us by God's providence. 
The poor have a right to many comfort- 
able promues ; And it is very ſure, there 
are more that have reaſon to lament that 
ever they were rich, than ſuch as complain 
that they had not their portion in this life. 

Q. May we not then endeavour to bet- 
ter our conditions ? 

A. Yes, by God's blefling upon an ho- 
neſt induſtry; ; but no man ſhould deſire 

10 
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to live in plenty here, and hazard his ſal- 
vation for it; nor ſtrive, to leave his chil- 
dren a great deal, and to go to hell for his 


covetouſneſs and ili dealing. 

Q. May I do what I pleafe with ww 
is juitly my own ? 

A. No: But you muſt do owed with 
it. Firſt, live decently yourſelt, provide 
for your own houſe, that is, ſuch of your 
relations as are in want, and then relieve 

the poor with what you can well ſpare, 
And ſq you will ſhew your thankfulneſs to 
God, and he will reward yon for it T. 

And this is the beſt ſecurity you can 
have, that you ſhall never want. 

He that giveth unto the poof, lendeth unto 
the Lord, and that which he hath given, will 
he pay him agent. > 

Q. Will the commandments direct 
me in whatever ſtate of life it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call me unto ? 

A. Yes ; only remember that you never 
act againſt your conſcience, Reſolve to 
follow the truth, when you know it, whe- 
ther it is for, or againſt you; in doubtful 
caſes conſult your ſpiritual guide, and pray 
to the moſt High, and he will direct your 
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The Prnaven. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath loved us, and 
given thyſelf for us, give us grace to love, 
and to forgive, and to do good: And that 
running the way of thy commandments, we 
may live and die thy ſervants, and find het 
at the great day, Amen. 


SECT. XII. 


. © MI good child, know this, that 
* M* * thou art not able to do 
« theſe things of thyſelf, nor to walk in 
% the commandments of God, and to 
„ {ſerve him, without his ſpecial grace, 
« which you mult learn at all times to 
call for by diligent prayer : Let 'me 
hear therefore, if thou canſt fay the 
Lord's prayer. 

A. Our Father, which art in heaven. 
* Hallowed be thy name. Thy kin 


6 


it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
— us. And lead us not into 
E temptay 


3 
* come, Thy will be done in earth, as 
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< temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
« What deſireſt thou of God in 

<< this prayer? 

A. I defire my Lord God, our hea: 
« venly father, who is the giver of all 
60 goodneſs, to ſend his grace unto me, 
«and to all people, that we may worſhip 
& him, ſerve him, and obey him as we 
„ ought to do. And I pray unto God, 
„ that he will ſend us al ti s that be 
de needful both for our ſouls ng bodies; 
« and that he will be merciful unto us, 
« and forgive us our ſins; and that it 
« will pleaſe him to ſave and defend us in 
« all dangers ghoſtly: and bodiiy; and 
« that he will keep us from all ſin and 
7 wickedneſs, and from our ghoſtly ene- 
« my, and from everlaſting death. And 
« this 1 truſt he will do of his mercy 
tc and gopdneſs, through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chrift.. And therefore I lay, Amen 
« So be it.” 

40. Cannot we keep the commands o 
God when we know, them, and the danger 
of breaking them? 

1 It is very ſure, of ourſelves we can 

And it is becauſe people do no 
Di this, that there is ſo much bes 
pain in che world. e. are unable df 

11 3G 15 themſelves 


themſelves, - and they: will not-afk help 
of GG. do, ond 2aolg 

Q. How may we be convineed, that 
of ourſelves we are unable to do» theſe 
thing? N 

A. Becauſe the laws of God Are end) 
to be holy, juſt, and good; and yet men 
tranſgreſs them, though they ſee the dar- 
ger of doing ſo. 8 chat neither the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the laws, nor the greatneſs 
of the law-giver ; neither 'the'thfcarnings 
of the next life, nor the puniſhments of 


this, are ſufficient to make us dbedtent 


without God's ſpecial grace, which there- 
fore we ate taught at all times to 


for. 
Q. May we hope that Gotl will Sire us 
the aſſiſtance we pray for 


A. Yes. For he hath cottirfiatided 08 
to pray to him; he hath promiſed to hear 
and anſwer us; and is well pleaſed with 
ſuch as, being ſenſible of their own m 
fery, do come to him for help TP. 

Q. And what will be the advantages of 
praying conſtantly ?: 

A. It will create in your heart a true 
love for God, to whom you go upon 
all occaſions; and ſince you are to beg 
lis _— _ my work, Jen will. 


' 


+ pal. 1. 1 5 Matth. vi. 8. 
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undertake nothing but what. you hope wilt 
pleaſe him, You will learn to be thank- 
ful yourſelf, and teach others to own, to 
depend upon, and to glorify God. 

A. What are the things we ſhould 
chiefly pray for ? 

Q. For e knowledge of God, and his 
ways. 

For pardon of out fins, and grace to 
do his will; for his favour and protection 
to keep us from falling. 

And we have the promiſe of Chriſt, that 
if we ſeek theſe things in the firſt place +; 
God will ſupply all our wants. 

Q. May we not pray for other bleſ- 
fings ? 

; i Yes. Only remember, that God 
alone knows what is beſt for us; who 
| hath given us this general promiſe, which 

we ſhould be contented with : That all 
things ſball work together for good to thoſe 
by loue God 4. — beſt knows what 
ſhare of health, of riches, of proſperity 
or ſucceſs, will be good for us; to whom 
therefore we ſhould ſubmit all our de- 


fires. 


. How muſt we pray, that we may be 
heard 3 ö 


+ Match. vi. 33. +} Rom. viii. 28. 
e A. Po- 
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A. Poſſeſs yout heart with à true 
ſenſe of what you — how 
lictle able you are to help yourſels 3» look 
up to Almighty God, and depend upon 
his goodneſs and promiſes in Jeſus. Chriſt, 
for whole ſake he will hear, and do What 
is beſt for us 4. 9 i; 

Who, in compaſſion to our ; Rennes, 
and that the moſt ignorant perſon may not 
want words, wherein he may pray to God, 
he therefore hatli given us a moſt perfeR 
form of prayer, which. all Chriſtians ſhould. 
endeavour to underſtand. 

« ur Father, which art in 2 

Q. Why are we taught to begin our 
prayers after this manner? 

A. That we may pray with dy 
of being favourably heard. For ar a 
father pitieth his own children, ſo the Lord 
 pitreth them that fear him J. ; 

But then we muſt- remember, that he is 
in heaven; and as the diſtance betwixt 
heaven and earth is great, ſo is the Lord 
far above the mightieſt on earch there- 
fore we muſt pray to him with great hu- 
mility, - 

And to e EFor to pray to any 
creature, is great fin. and tolly-;. it is. 

| | 4:1 17 
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And for ourſelves, we pray, that we may 


theſe words ? 


deſeech him to bleſs the labours of them 


166 TInfiruftions for ſuch as bave 
to deſpiſe our heavenly Father, to whom 


Chriſt directs us to go. 
To whom we muſt pray, not for our. 


tions of men ; for wwe are all brethren, and 


| he is our Father *, 


«© Hallowed be thy name.” 

Q. What do we pray for in theſe words ? 
A. We pray that the greatneſs, and 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of God, may be 
fo known and acknowledged, that all men 
may give glory, and honour, and power 
to him, who hath created all things, 


lead holy lives, that the name of God 
may never be blaſphemed amongſt wicked 
men, through our diſobedience to his 
Jaws ; but that /eerng our good works, they 
may glorify. our Father which is in bea- 
ven J. 

% Thy kingdom come.“ 

Q. What do we pray for, when we e ſay 


A. We pray God, that bis ways may 
be known upan earth, his ſaving health 
among all nations}. To which end, we 


that preach. the goſpel, that the laws of 
Chriſt may be {ubmitted to, and his king- 


+ Mal. ü. 10. f Mark v. 6, || PA, Ii. 7 


Oka 
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dom may never be taken from us; but 
that he may rule in our hearts by his holy 
Spirit, and ſubdue all: our evil affections, 
ſo that fin and ſatan may never get the 
dominion over us; but that we may come 
to his everlaſting kingdom. 
Thy will. be done in earth, as it is in 
« heaven.” 
Q. What do ve deſire in this petition? 
A. We pray, that all men may do their 
duty. in that ſtate of life, in which the pro- 
vidence of God hath placed them. 
And particularly, that he would give us 
grace ſo to mortify and forſake our own 
wills and deſires, that we may love, and 
chearfully obey his laws; that we ma 
know his will, and take delight in doing 
it; for ſo the angels of God are ſtill dite ” 
poſed. 
Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Q. What do we here pray for? 
A. We beg of God, who knoweth what 
we have need of, that we may. not want 
what is neceſſary for a comfortable life: 
That he will! bleſs all our honeſt-endea- 
vours; and that we may never uſe ſuch 
ways to get a livelthood, which we know 
he will never bleſs. And thus we pray 
every day, to keep in our hearts a con- 
ſtant ſenſe of our dependence upon God's 
Providence, which is our beſt ſecurity. 
And 


168. Tſtruttions for ſuch as have 

And we only alk for neceſſaries for one 
day, becauſe we are ſure, that he who 
We |: giveth to-day, can do ſo to-morrow ;. 
1 for which therefore we deſire to take no 

muougnht. 

10 « And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us.” 

* What do we here pray for? 

A. That God would be merciful unto 
us, and forgive us our fins ; that he would: 
not puniſn us, as we juſtly deſerve: For 
ſo he hath promiſed to all ſuch as oonfeſs 
and forſake their ſins. 

For which graciou. promiſe, we ſhew 
ourſelves thankful, in freely forgiving all 
that hath offended-us. | 

And we pray for pardon, and we fors 
give others, as conſtantly as we aſk our 
daily bread, becauſe lite itſelf would be a: 
burthen without hopes of mercy. 

* And lead us not into temptation, but. 
« deliver us from evil.” 

Q. What do we pray for in this peti- 


. 
A. We pray, chat God, who only can 


forgive ſins, may prevent us, by his grace, 
that we may never force him to leave us to 
ourſelves, nor ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we.are able to bear. 

For we are in the midſt of an evil 
world, from which, and from our own. 
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evil hearts, and from the violent aſſaults 
of Satan, the author of all evil, and from 
eternal death, the worſt of evils, we pray 
God to deliver us, and to give us grace to 
keep out of the way of temptations, as 
much as may be; to be careful of our 
ways, and never to truſt in our own 
ſtrength, but in the Hving God. And eſ- 
pecially we pray, That we may never live 
in any known ſin. 

« For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and 
„ever. 

Q. Why are theſe words added to this 
prayer ? 

A. To put us in mid to whoin we 
have been praying ; that we may acknow- 
ledge his power to help and to defend us; 
for he is the king of all the world, to 
him we owe for all the good we have or 
can receive, to him therefore we give all 


honour and glory for ever. 


« Amen,” that is, So be it.“ 

Q. Why do we add this to all our 
prayers? 

A. We do, by adding: this, _ 
that we do aſſent to what hath been ſaid; 


and deſire with all our hearts it may be 


granted. 
Is it expected, "that ſuch. as. cannot 
read Thould pray ? 
; A. It 


270 Hiſtrustious fer. ſuch as have. 


7 

A. It is an anne that p 
cannot read, but God forbid that er 
hinder . them from praying. Whoever 
kath ſenſe to know that he is a ſinner, or 
that he wants God's help, is bound to Pray 
as well as he can. 

If ſuch a perſon wants a kindneſs from 
hi neighbour,. he will know how to aſk 

; if he is to aſk it of his betters, he will 
think of doing it after a becoming man- 
ner, will wait with patience, and receive it 
thankfully. 

Why, let kim is «FR himſelf towards 
God, and God, who is ever pleaſed with 
the deſires of a heart, truly ſenſible of its 
miſery and wants, will eaſily underſtand, 
and favourably. anſwer his requeſts. | 

Q: How often ſhould we pray t 

A. We ſhould pray without ceaſing +; 
that. is, we ſhould let no day paſs without 
begging God's bleſſing, and giving him 
thanks for his mercies : 

That we ſhould take all. occaſions-:in 
lifting up our. hearts to God for every 
bleſſing we receive, for every danger we 
eſcape, and for every affliction we meet 


" with... 


Out meals ſhould put us in mind,. that 
we do not live by bread alone ; that there- 


T 1. Fheſſ. v. 17. „„ * 
fore 
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fore his dive muſt: make our meat to 4 
Us good . 1 Ai! | 3: 3 
In our buſineſs, we mould rene 
that it is but loſt labour to riſe early, and 
take late reſt, if he bleſs not our endeavours, 
chat ſo we may pray Ged to ſpeed us . 
In the morning, we ſhould pray God to 
bleſs our labours, and in the evening, to 
defend us from the powers of darkneſs 
and they that do not do lo, have no reaſon 
to expect his bleſſing. 
Q. What elſe ſhould I know concern- 
ing this duty? ? 
ys Only, that whenever you pray, wa 
take care to do it with reverence, not for- 
getting the diſtance there is betwit God, 
who is in heaven, and his needy creatures 
on earth. 
And though all poſtures. are acceptable 
to God, if the heart be right ; yet the moſt 
humble will beſt become us miſerable ſin- 
ners, when we come before che moſt high 
God. 
And above all things, take care that 

you live well, as well as pray; F any man 
be a worſhipper of God, ans doth his will, him 
he beareth ||. 

And then you may tag with St. John, 
1 Joby v. 14. This is the confidence that 


4 Deut. viii. 3. 4 Pfal, cxxvii. 3} || John i. 31. 
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we have in him, that if we aſk any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us. 


The PRAVYE R. 


Leſſed be thy name, O Cod, for this great 
privilege of laying our wants before Thee, 
and for the great hopes we have of being 
heard. Make us ever ſenſible of our wants, 
and of thy power and goodneſs to help us, that 
at all times we may call upon thee by diligent 
prayer. And hear us, O king of heaven, 
when we call upon thee in the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ; that we may effectually 
obtain the relief of our neceſſities, and ever 
give thee praife for the ſame, through Teſts 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


S ET T XIV, 


* OW many ſacraments hath 
«© Chriſt ordained in his 
e church? 
A. Two only, as generally neceſſary 
4 to ſalvation; that is to ſay, Baptiſm, 
and the Supper of the Lord. 
Q. What meaneſt thou by this word 
„ Sacrament * 


A, «1 


3 wh Ada ELM 
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A. I mean an outward and viſible 
« fign of an inward and ſpiritual grace, 
« ojven unto us, ordained by Chriſt him- 
« ſelf, as a means whereby we receive 
« the ſame, and a pledge to aſſure us 
te thereof. 

Q. How many parts are there in a 
“ ſacrament ? 

A. Two: the outward viſible ſign ; 
« and the inward ſpiritual grace.“ 

Q. Why are theſe two Sacraments gene- 
rally neceſſary to ſaluvation ? 

A. Becauſe without God's grace we can- 
not be ſaved, and God hath determined to 
give his grace to thoſe only who ſeek it in 
the devour uſe of thele ſacraments, where 
his providence affords them. 

By which Sacraments we bind ourſelves 
to be God's faithful ſervants, and God 
obligeth himſelf to give us all graces ne- 
ceſſary to fit us for heaven, | 

Q.: Why are the Sacraments called 
Means of Grace ? 

A. Becauſe the grace of God doth al- 
= ways accompany them, when they are ad- 
W miniftred and received according to the 
appointment of Chriſt, and in obedience 
to his command, 


FT Eph. TH 8• 
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For though they have no virtue in 
themſelves to /ave us f, yet by the bleſſing 
of Chriſt upon his own ordinance, and 
through faith in him, they become means 
of the greateſt comfort and ſalvation to all 
ſuch as receive them worthily. 

Q. How do they become means of ſo 
great comfort ? 

A. By giving every 3 an op- 
portunity of claiming God's promiſes of 
pardon and grace, and of applying them 
to himſelf. 

For the Sacraments are pledges, or {e- 
curities, given by Chriſt to his church, to 
aſſure all his faithful ſervants, that God 
will as certainly give them the inward and 
ſpiritual.grace, as they do partake of the 
outward and vilible ſign, with holy diſ— 
poſitions, and purpoſes of obeying his 
laws. 0 

Did Chriſt ordain two Sacraments 
only, as generally * to ſalva. 
tion? 

A. He ordained no more; and thek 
are ſufficient to bring us into, and to keep 
us in covenant and favour with God. 

For by Baptim, we are admitted into 
the Church of Chriſt, and have all the 


cc 
64 


+ 2 Pet: iii. 12. 


bleſſings 
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bleſſings of the goſpel made over to 
us 

* the Lord's ſupper is the ſtanding; 
means of reconciling us to God, when: 
through weakneſs or men we have | 
departed from him. : | 

„What is the outward viſtble ſign 
« or form in baptiſm ? 

A. Water, wherein the perſon is 
*« baptized, in the name of the Father, 
e and of the Son, and of the Holy 
“ Ghoſt. | 
„ the inward and ſpirirual 
* grace? 

A. A death unto ſin, and a new 
* birth unto righteouſneſs: For being by 
“nature born in ſin, and the children of 
* wrath, we are hereby made the chil- 
« dren of grace. 

2 « What is required of perſons to 
be baptized ? ; 

A. Repentance, whereby they for- 
„ ſake ſin; and faith, whereby they 
ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God 
* made to them in that Sacrament. 

2 * Why then are infants baprized, 

* when by reaſon of their tender age 
they cannot perform them? 


T: 1 Cor, Xl. 13. 


Qz 
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A.” « Becauſe they promiſe them both 
* by their ſureties; which promiſe, when 
«« they come to age, themſelves are bound 
« to perform.” | 

. Was the Sacrament of Baptiſm or- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf ? 

A. It was, in theſe words: Go ye, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſh *. 

Which command the apoſtles ob. 
ſerved : They preached the goſpel, and as 
many as believed the word, them they bap- 
ized Þ ; by this Sacrament, adding to the 
church daily ſuch as ſould be ſa ved ; 
Baptiſm being the coor, by which we en- 
ter into the houſe, family and church of 
God. | 

Holding it neceſſary to baptize with 
water, even thoſe that had received the Holy 
Ghoſt jj. Teaching us, that this command 
of Chriſt, where it may be duly ob- 
ſerved, 1s not to be * on any ac- 
count whatever. 

Q. What 1s ſignified and aſſured to us 
by this outward ſign in Baptiſm ? 

A. That as the body is waſhed by 
water, in the name of the Father, Son, 


Matth. xxviii, 19. Accs ii. 28. 


and 
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and Holy Ghoſt; ſo is the ſoul, thus de- 
dicated to God, cleanſed from all its ſins, 
by the blood of Chriſt; the perſon bap: 
tized is made a viſible member of Chriſt's 
church, and hath thereby a right to many. 
great and precious promiſes. 

Q. What are the promiſes and bleſii ings 
which by baptiſm we have a right to? 

A. That though we were born in lin, 
yet God will deal with us as if we were in- 
nocent. | 

That having by nature no right to hea- 
ven and happineſs, . he doth now give us . 
title to both. 

And becauſe of ourſelves we are not 
able to walk, and to pleaſe God, he doth 
in Baptiſm give us his Holy Spirit, to 
enable us both to know and to do our 
duty. 

Which 850d ſpirit, if we x not 
grieve him, will continue to guide and 
to aſſiſt us unto our lives end, diſpoſe 
us to holineſs, help. us to overcome aur 
ſpiritual enemies, and bring us to hea- 
ven J. 

Q. Have all perſons a title. to theſe 
bleſſings, who have been rightly. bap- 
tized ! 

A. Yes; but then this title may be 
loſt, if it is not looked after when you 
+ Eph. iv. 30. 5 
5 come 


, 
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come to years of diſcretion; that is, if 
you do not perform what was promiſed for 
you, 

Q. Why then was not our baptiſm de- 
ferred until we came to years of diſcre- 
tion ? 

A. Becauſe it was ever eſteemed a great 

bleſſing to be ſanctified, that is, dedicated 
to God, as ſoon as might be, that by his 
good Spirit he might diſpoſe us to holi- 
neſs, and by his good angels, which are 
appointed to miniſter to them which ſhall be 
heirs of ſolvation *, guard us from the at- 
tempts of evil ſpirits. 

T herefore were the children of the Jews 
received into covenant at eight days old; 
and Jeſus Chriſt ſaith; hat of ſuch is the 
kingdom, that 1s, the church of God F. 

And therefore are children of Chriſtian 
parents baptized, becauſe the promiſes are to 
them J, as well as to their parents; and it 
is with good reaſon ſuppoſed, that, when 
they come to know what privileges they 

3 have a right to, they will look after, and 
=_ {ſtrive to obtain them. | 

bi Since then I am come to age. 
what mult I do to be ſure of theſe bleſ- 


* 


* Heb, i. 14. + Mark x. 1. f Ads fl. 11, 
A. Tou 
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A. You muſt endeavour to underſtand 
and perform thoſe neceſſary things which 
are required of all perſons before they are 
baptized, and which were promiſed in 
your name . Thele are, repentance and 
faith, without which, baptiſm will not 
profit you. | 

Q. What doth the promiſe of repen- 
tance bind me to ? | 

A. You are bound to forſake all wicked 
courſes; to deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts; not to conſent to known ſin, 
but to ſerve God to the beſt of your 
knowledge and power, doing what he hath 
commanded, and avoiding what he hath 
forbidden: For fo every dutiful child be- 
haves himſelf towards his father; and, if 
you are a child of God, and hope for his 
favour, you will do fo likewiſe; remem- 
bring that he that zametb the name of 
Crit, that is, every true Chriſtian, muſt 
depart from iniquity I. 

Q. What is that faith into which I was 
baprized, and which I am bound to take 
upon myſelf, 

A. You are bound to receive the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as that which containeth 
the whole will of God neceſſary to be 
known by men. 


+ Ads ü. 38. vill 37. 2 Tim ii. 19 
— 


. 


you put your whole truſt and confidence- 


miſe of pardon, favour and aſſiſtance;. 


heaven. 
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In which golpel is made known to us 
the way by which God will ſave us, that is, 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, who came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, who died for our fin, and 
roſe again for our juſtification ; and hath 
commanded us to follow his ſteps, hat, as 
he died, and roſe again for us, ſo ſhould we 
that are oo die from ſin, and riſe again 
unto righteouſneſs T. 

Which if you ſtrive to do, then may 


in Jeſus Chriſt; depend. upon God's pro- 


and may be well aſſured, that you are in a. 
ſtate of ſalvation, and in the way to 


The PRAVYER. 


E do heartily thank thee, O heavenly 
Father, for thy word and ſacraments, 
beſeeching thee, that they may become effec- 
tual means of grace to us, through faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Grant, that as wwe have 
been born again by water . and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and made heirs of thy kingdom, 
we may continue in the number of thy 
faithful - ſervants unto our lives end. 
Give us grace, that we may never grieve 


+ Mark xvi. 16. | + 1 Tim. i. 15. 


thy 
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they holy ſpirit, by which we are ſandtiſied; 

but that, wwatking anſwerable to our Chriftian 
calling, ve may enjoy the everlaſting benefit of 
that heavenly waſhing, and may come to the 
eternal kingdom, which thou haſt promiſed, 
through Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


—ü[— Y 
NN NN 
S. EE » 
Q. XV HY was the ſacrament of 


the Lord's fupper ordained? 
A. © For the continual remembrance 
* of the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, and 
of the benefits which we receive thereby. 
What z the outward yon or ſign 
* of the Lord's Supper? 
A. Bread and wine, which the Lord 
„ hath commanded to be received. 
Q. « What is the e part, or thing 
- 25 
A. The body ol blood of Chriſt, 


ee which are verily and indeed taken and 


* received by the faithful in the Lord's 


« Supper. 


Q. What are the benefits whereof we 


are partakers thereby? 

A. *© The ſtrengthening and refreſhing 
of our ſouls by the body and blood of 
_ © Chriſt, as our bodies are by the bread 


Land wine. 
Q. © What 


N 
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Q. What is required of them who 
come to the Lord's Supper? | 

A. To examine themſelves, whether 
ce they repent them truly of their former 
e fins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new 
oy lif-; have a lively faith in God's 
& mercy, through Chriſt, with a thank-. ' 
& ful remembrance of his death and to 
* be in charity with all men. 

. When was the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ordained by Chriſt ? 

A. The ſame night in which he was. 
<« betrayed, when he took bread, and hav- 
ing given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, 
” Take, eat, this is my body vthich is bro- 
ken for you, this do in remembrance 
„ of me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the cup, when he had ſupped, 
* ſaying, This cup is the New-Teſtament 
in my blood, This do ye as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. For, 
sas oft” as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death 
& till he come T. 

„What are we to learn from theſe 
words of the apoſtle ? 

A. That it is our duty to Þ 7 "RP up 4 
continual remembrance of the death of Chriſt, 
whereby: alone we obtain remiſſion of our ſins. 


F 1 Cor. xi. 2 v Kc. I Lukexxii, 19. 
| That 
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That to do this, we are to meet together 
(as often as God's miniſtergiveth us notice) 
co declare and repreſent his death, by break- 
ing bread, and pouring outwine, and giving 
thanks to God, for ſending his Son to 

teach us our duty, and to die for our ſins. 

That we are to eat that bread, and drink 
that wine, in token that we ſeriouſly pur- 
poſe, and take the Sacrament upon it, to 
continue Chriſt's faithful ſervants, by do- 
ing his will to the beſt of our power. 

By all which, we acknowledge our own 
ſad and ſinful condition, and that we have 
no hopes, but in the merits of Chriſt; but 
that we believe his death to be a full, per- 
fect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation and ſa- 
tisfaction for the ſins of the whole world. 

Q. What benefits may we hope for, by 
remembring the death of Chriſt after this 
religious manner? * | 

A. We may expect and depend upon he 
pardon of all our fins t, and grace and 
ſtrength to do our duty, and eternal hap- 
pineſs when we die. And we may as cer- 
tainly expect theſe benefits, as we can hope 
for ſtrength and refreſhment from food. 
For God who ſpared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how ſhall. he not with 
him alſo freely give us all things | ? 

Q. Do all that go to the Lord's table 
find there theſe benefits ? 


+ Rom. v. 10, ＋ Rom. viii. 32. 


A. No. 


* 


8 . 
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A. No. But they only who receive this 


Sacrament worthily. 
. How muſt we prepare ourſelves to 


receive it worthily? 

A. The church, following the apoſtle's 
rule, giveth you this ſhort and plain di- 
rection: You muſt examine yourſelf con- 
cerning your repentance, your faith, and 
your charity. 

Q. How muſt we examine ourſelves 
concerning our repentance ? 

A. You muſt firſt examine your heart, 
whether you know what a ſinful, helpleſs 
creature you are, and liable to the wrath 
of God ; for then you will ſee the neceſ- 


ſity and the bleſſing of a Redeemer, and 


not till then; Becauſe they that be whole 


need not a phyſician, but they that be ſick. 
Then ſee whether the great danger you 


are in, will diſpoſe you to conſider your 


ways, to confeſs your ſins to God, to lay 
before him your want, and your defire of 
mercy, and to beſeech him, as for your 
life, to pardon you. This is what is re- 
quired of you, and this you will do, if you 
remember, That the wages of ſin is death +, 
even death eternal, where it is not repented 
of. 

You muſt therefore, i in the laſt place, ex- 
amine yourſelf whether you reſolve to amend 


7 Rom. vi. 23. 
your 
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your ways for the time to come, ſtedfaſtly 
purpoſing to lead a new life; And 7 bring 
ferth fruits meet for repentance *, 

Q. How muſt I examine myſelf con- 
cerning my faith ? | 

A. You mult confider whether you do 
indeed believe the goipel ; that Chriſt is in 
heaven, and by the merits of his death 
making interceſſion for us: I hat God forhis 
fake will be reconciled to all repenting ſin- 
ners +: That he will ſave them from death 
eternal, and give them everlaſting life. 

f you believe theſe things, and reſolve 
to live like one who doth ſo, never look 
ing upon your own works, but upon the 
mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, giving 
Learty thanks to God for his death, then 
iS your faith ſuch as will fave you. 

(2. How mutt I examine myſelf con- 
cerning my charity ? 
A. You mvſt examine your heart, whe- 
ther you save ſuch a good will towards all 
men as becometh brethren; for we are all 
of one family, partakers of the ſame 
bead: We therefore ought to be of one 
W ind, and of one foul, ready to love, to 
help, and pray for one another, 
= \\hether you are willing to give ſatis- 
faction, and to aſk pardon of ſuch as may 


Matth. ili. 8. + Heb. vii. 24----Rom. v. 10. 
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have taken offence at your words or ac- 


tions, or have been injured by you. 
Ready to forgive ſuch as have injured 


you, as you expect forgiveneſs of your of. 


fences at God's hand. 
This is what Jelus Chriſt hath exprelly 
required + of all ſuch as come to offer 


themſelves or their prayers to God, and 


then he will accept their ſacrifice. 

Q. Then even an unlearned perſon, 
who means well, and will do his beſt, may 
be a worthy communitant ? 

A. There is no doubt of it. The Lord's 
Supper was ordained for the benefit of all 
ſorts of people, poor and rich, ignorant and 
learned, people of bulineſs, as well as thoſe 
that have leiture. For, in few words, 

It any man is ſenſible of his fins and 
weakneſſes, and forry for them: 

If he deſires and purpoſes in his heart to 
keep God's commandments to the belt of 
his knowledge and power : 

And truſting | in God for grace and al: 
_fiſtance, goeth to the Lord's Supper to ob- 
tain them; ſuch a perion will receive that 
ſacramept to his great and endleſs comfort. 

. How comes it then, that ſo many 
neglect duty ſo plain and eaſy, and yet 
10 neceſſary and comfortable ? 


F Mat. v. 23. 
A. Becauſe 


8 5 - 
8 * 5 3 . . 8 5 8 8 A g 1 . 5 ELLA * 
gh f 


= 


learned the Church Catechiſm. 187 


A. Becauſe there are many who think 
not of their fouls, or of a world to come. 

There are many who know they mult 
repent, that 1s, change their way of hving, 
upon their going to the ſacrament, but 
think that too great a trouble. 

And there are very many, who purpoſe to 
reform, but cannot reſolve to begin, and 
oo often deter it till *ris too late to pro- 
fit them. 

Theſe are, for the moſt part, the true rea- 
ſons, whateverelſe is pretended, why ſo many 
turn their backs upon this Holy Sacrament. 

Q. But may not people be hindred by 
ſcruples of conſcience ? 

A. Yes: The church ſuppoſes they 
may, and directs ſuch perſons what to do: 
They are to go to ſome miniter of God's 
word, and open their grief: And it they are 
in earneſt, there is no doubt but they may 
receive ſatisfaction. So that every man may 
know, whether his not going to the ſacra- 
ment proceeds from a real icruple, or from 
the corruption of a deceitful heart, He 
who is not concerned to remove his ſcruples, 
is ſurely not much afflicted with them. 

Q. Tius ſacrament being fo divine and 
comfortable a thing to them that reccive it 
worthily, I pray give ſome ſho:t and plain 
directions, ſuch as may inſtruct and quick- 


en me in io neceſſary a duty. | 
A, Re- 
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188 Inſtructions for ſuch as have 


A. Remember then, that a ſober and z 
Chriſtian life, is the beſt preparation for 
the ſacrament. 

That it is much better to judge and 
condemn yourſeif here, than that God 
ſhould conJemn you hereafter. 
Whenever et! 1 YOu perceive your. 
I ſelf to have oFended in thought word, or 
. deed, delay not to 3 your {in unto 
» | God, ard to beg his pardon, and then go 

155 to the ſacrament, that you may have your 
pardon ſcaled in heaven. 
Never be aſhamed to ſubmit yourſelf to 
thoſe you have wronged; and be ready to 
Wi forgive ſuch as have offended you. 
3 With theſe diſpoſitions go to the Lord's 
= Supper as often as you have a fit oppor- 
runityz and look upon that ſacrament as 
a lure pledge of the love of God, and de- 
pend upon his promiſe of pardon and 
grace to ſuch as deſire to ſerve him with 
all their hearts. 

And though you ſhould not have the; 300 
and comfort you may deſire, yet faithfully 
rely upon the goodneſs of God, who 
maketh even our tears and ſorrows to help 
„is forward in our way to heaven. 

And above all things conſider, that as 

N often as you partake of this holy ſacrament, 
1 you devote yourſelf to God's ſervice, and are 
i under new obligations to lead an holy life. 


1 1 
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The PRAYER, 


 Lmighty God, who gaveſt thine on 
Son Feſus Chriſt to ſuffer death upon 


the croſs for cur redemption, give us 


grace lo keep up the remembrance of this 


great mercy, until his coming again. Grant 
that we may never be aſhamed to confeſs the 
faith of Chriſt crucified; that we may never 
aeſpiſe the bleſſings he hath purchaſed for us, 


or the means of grace which he hath or- 
aired; which we moſt humbly beg for 
| the fake of the fame Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen, 
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By the Right Reverend Father in GOD, 3 


THOMAS, Ld. Bp. of Sodor and Man. 
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| Orning Prayer for a perſon in private, 

| | Page 197 
Evening Prayer for a perſon in private, 199 
Morning Prayer for a Family, 201 
Evening Prayer for a Family, 1 
Short Inſtruction for Sunday Morning, 206 
Short Inſtru#ion for Sunday Evening, 211 
Plain Inſtruction for the worthy Receiving of 
the Lord's Supper, 215 
Short directions for ſuch as have been con- 
. firmed, or at the Lord's Supper, 219 
Short and plain inſtruftions for ſuch as are 
Sick, or under any Affliction, 223 
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T is for want of conſideration, that 

any perſon or Chriſtian family negle& 
to pray daily to God; the moſt unlearned 
ſee that they depend e his providence; 
that they cannot proſper without his bleſ- 
ſing; that they can do no good thing 
without his grace or aſſiſtance; that they 
can live no longer than he pleaſeth; and 
that when they die, they muſt be miſerable 
or happy, juſt as he ſhall judge they de- 
ferve W Be... 

Theſe are the reaſons which ſhould pre- 
vail with every perſon to pray conſtantly 
for pardon and peace; for grace to do the 
will of God; for his bleſſing and protec- 
tion; for a happy death, and for a joyful 
reſurrection. 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
hand that feeds him; hunger and cold 
jeatons make the very beaſts ſeek to you 
for ſhelter ; and will not the loving: Kind- 
neſs of the lord, nor his corrections, make 
vou look up to him, by whom we live, and 
tom whom we expect all god ? G 


God 
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God forbid it ſhould be ſo with any of 


vl, after you know the great danger of 
living without God in the world ; ; and the 
great happineſs of being under his protec- 
tion. 

Men may think to thrive by their own 
induſtry, the help of friends, or what their 


forefathers have left them; but all theſe 


will not do without God's bleſſing : for ex- 
cept the Lord build the houſe, they. labour i 
vain that build it. 

We may hope that good advice, our own 
reaſon, the fear of the laws, the care of 
our reputation, will keep us, that fin and 
hell ſhall not get the dominion over us; 
but then we do not conſider that many, 
who have had all theſe helps, are now for 
ever undone, becaule they did not beg God's 
grace, without which nothing can fave us 
from ruin. | 

For there is no wickedneſs, which any 
other perſon hath fallen into: there is no 

misfortune, no miſery, but we are all liable 
to the ſame; and it is God's goodneſs that 


any of us ate delivered, And therefore 


it 1s neceſſary above all things, that we 
ſhould ſecure the favour of God. 

And they that do ſo, by worſhipping 
him daily, will find great comfort here, 
and an unſpeakable reward hereafter. Far 
Cod will give his angels charge concerning them. 


He 


=. 
He will deliver them from evil, He will 
give them new hearts, and direct them in 
the way they ſhould go, and bring them 
to everlaſting life. And in the mean time, 
whatever befalleth them ſhall be for their 
good at the laſt, and in this belief they 
ſhall all always be eaſy. | 
Now all ſuch as will not ſerve God to the 
beſt of their knowledge, and the means af- 
forded them, will be left without excuſe. 
Here are plain and ſhort inſtructions and 
prayers in your own language, put into your 
hands. Such as may be uſed where any one 
in the family can read; ſuch as may be learn- 
ed by heart in a few days by them that can- 
not read; and yet ſuch as by God's bleſſing 
may help to make you a religious people, 
and keep you in his favour. 
That, therefore, which I do earneſtly beg 
of all perſons within my dioceſe, into whoſe 
hands this ſmall book ſhall come, is this 
that they would learn to ſay diſtinctly the 
two firſt prayers for morning and evening 
in private, and uſe them daily. This is what 
I ſhall expreſly require of all that come tobe 
confirmed; for howſcan they promiſe to walk 
in the commandments of God, who will not 
learn to aſk his grace by diligent prayer, 
without which we can do no good thing ? 
Inevery family where there is one that can 


read, I do hope that the two famuly Py 
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will be conſtantly uſed. And I make no. 
queſtion but the clergy, who are truly con- 
cerned for the ſouls of their people, will 
bring many well-diſpoſed perſons, that 
cannot read, to learn and to uſe them; for 
they will conſider the terrible words of the 
prophet, pour out thy wrath upon the families 
that have not called upon thy name, Jer. x. 25. 

The reſt of the inſtructions and devot ions 
are ſo neceſſary, and yet ſo ſhort and plain, 
that I perſuade myſelf they will be made 
uſe of by moſt that can read, and that many 
good people will read them to thoſe that 
cannot read themſelves. Remembring their 
own proverb, when one poor man helps 
another, God 1s exceedingly pleaſed. 

Remember that all men may be happy, 
if it is not their own fault; for ſo ſaith the 
wiſe man: J/bether a man be rich or poer, 
if. be have a good heart toward the Lord, he 
ſhall at all times rejoice with a chearful coun- 
tenance, Fecleſ. xxvi. 4 

And God Almighty grant, that what ! 
have here prepared for y ou may be for your 
preſent inſtruction, ind; future welfare; and 
that you may never want that meaſure of 
knowledge which is neceſſary to ſave your 


- fouls. 


Tho. Sodor and Man, 
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Directions and Prayers. 


Prayers for particular Perſons. _ 
182 ONSID E R the danger of going 


into an evil world without God's 
bleſſing, and then you will not neglect to 


pray for his grace and protection every 
morning. | 
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Morning P, 7 ayer. 


Lord, my Maker and Redeemer, 1 

thank thee for all thy mercies, and 
W cipecially that I am a Chriſtian, and in the 
way of ſalvation; Lord, ſuffer me not to 
go aſtray, or bring me back by ſuch means 
as to thee ſhall ſeem meet. 

Let thy grace, which is ſufficient, ſecure 
me from the temptations of the world, the 
Heſh, and the devil; that I may not follow, 
nor de led by them. Z 3535 

| 8 1 


6 

Let wy belief of thy infinite power, and 
juſtice, and goodneſs, make me to fear, 
and to love, _ to put my whole truſt in thee, 

Let the goodneſs of thy commands in- 
cline me in all things to obey thy bleſſed 
will, that 1 may love my neighbour as my- 
ſelf; and forgive, and live in Charity with 
all the world. 

That I may obey ach as have the rule 
over me; be juſt in all my dealings; true 
and faithful in my words and promiſes. 

That I may be temperate, ſober, and 
chaſte; lead an honeſt and a godly lite; 
be content with my condition, and never 
deſire to better it by unjuſt ways. 

The lord preſerve me from all evil; 
from pride, and malice, and idleneſs, and 
uncleanneſs; from deceit and worldly-mind- 
edneſs, and from lying and ſlandering. 

I beſeech God, that his grace may ever 
be with me, to keep me from all thoughts, 
words, and actions, that I ſhould have 
cauſe to repent of. 

Defend me in all dangers, comfort me in Nc 

I afflictions, direct me when Ik now not what p 
to do, and bring me in his good time to his n 
heavenly kingdom, tor Jeſus Chriſt's fake, tl 

O Lord hear me, not according to my 
weak uncerſtanding, but according to the th 
tull meaning of that form of words, which th 
Jelus Chriſt hath taught us: OUR 
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UR Father, which art in heaven; 

hallowed be thy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
- againſt us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation ; but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


1— * 


Prayers for particular Perfohs. 


W Hoever goeth to ſleep without God's 
bleſſing, hath much reaſon to fear 


his own ſafety. And therefore every wiſe 
man will put himſelf under God's protection. 


E vening Prayers. 


L.eſſed be God for all his favours from 

day to day beſtowed upon me. 
Lord, make me ſenſible, that I wholly 
| depend upon thee for life, and health; arid 
proſper:ty, and comfort; that it may be 
my delight,as well as my duty, to ſerve 
thee faithfully. 

Continue to me thy bleſſings, I beſeech 
thee, and give me grace neyer to abule 


them. | 
O God, 


( 200. ) 


O God, be merciful unto me, for I have 
walked contrary to thy holy laws; Lord, 
forgive me, and deliver me from thok 
judgments which my fins deſerve. 

Give me grace never to conſent to any 
known wickedneſs, nor ever to grieve thy 
Holy Spirit, by which I am ſanctified. 

Let me ſee the danger of fin, that I may 
flee from it, that I may ſtrive againſt it, 
that it may never be my ruin. 

Enlighten my ſoul with ſaving truth, 
correct me in mercy when I row care- 
leſs of my ſalvation. Make me ever 
mindful of my latter end. From ſudden, 
and from eternal death, good Lord, de- 
MEET MC... 

Preſerve me from the power ad ma- 
lice of the devil: Grant me a quiet ſleep, 
a happy death, and a joyful reſurrection, 
tor Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

O Lord, hear me, not according to my 
weak underſtanding, but according to the 
full meaning of that form of words which 
Jeſus Chriſt Hatth taught us : 


UR Father, which art in heaven, 
Se. 
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Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Let one read or ſay devoutly what followeth; 
the reſt of the Family attending. 


HE Lord hath brought us ſafe to 
the beginning of this day; let us 
therefore give thanks for this, and for all 
his mercies. | 


Let us pray that we may live in the fear 


of God, and continue in love and charity 
with our neighbours. 

T hat his Holy Spirit may direct and rule 
our hearts, teaching us what we ought iO 


do, and what to avoid. 
That the grace of God may ever be 


with us, to ſupport us in all dangers, and 


carry us through all temptations. 
{hat the Lord may bleſs all our honeſt 


endeavours, and make us content with 


what his providence ſhall order for us. 
And that we may continue his faithſul 


ſervants unto our lives end. 
For all which bleſſings let us dg 


Ni 


T beg, all Sroarh kneeling, 2 one fay, 


God, by whom the whole world is 
governed and preſerved, we give 
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($8 
thee humble thanks for thy fatherly care 


over us; beſeeching thee to make us truly 
ſenſible of thy mercies, and thankful for 
them. 

Give us grace, that we may walk as in 
thy ſight, making a conſcience of our ways, 
and fearing to offend-thee, may never tall 

into the fins we have repented of. 

Enable us to reſiſt the temptations of 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil; to fol- 
low the motions of thy good ſpirit ; to be 
ſerious and holy in our lives, true and juſt 
in our dealings, watchfulover our thoughts, 
words, and actions, diligent in our buſineſs 
and temperate in all things. 

And becauſe we cannot be ſafe without 
thy ſuccour, defend us, we beſceech thee, 
from all dangers both of body and foul, 

Make us ever ſenſible that we depend 
upon thee, that in all our neceſſities we 
may look up to thee for help. And the 
gracious God give us what is needful for 
us, and withal give us contented minds, 

Give us the bleſſings of this lite, and 
grace not to abuſe them; but above all 
things, give us the bleſſings of the world 
to come, tor Jeſus Chriſt's fake. 

Hear us, O God, not according to our 
weak underſtanding, but according to the 
full meaning of that form of words, Which 


Je clus Chriſt hath taught us: 
OUR 
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UR Father, which art in heuw¾en; 
hall owed be thy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy. will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into temptation ; bur de- 
liver us from evil : For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, tor 
ever and ever.. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of 
the holy: ghoſt, be with us all cvermore. 
Amen. 


Evening Prayer for @ Family. 


Let ene read or ſay devoutly what followeth, 
the reſt of the family attending. 


Y the favour of God, we are come 
$ to the evening 0: this day; and we 
are ſo much nearer our latter end. 

E Let us feriouſly conſider this, and pray 
God to fit us for the hour of death. | 

b Let us with penitent hearts beſeech him 
to pardon our ſins; and to deliver us from 


che evils which we have juſtly deſerved. 
g a 
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Let us reſolve to amend where we have 
_” amiſs, and pray God that his wo 

ay ever be with us. 

ng that we may be ſafe under his pro- 
tection, who alone can defend us | from the 
powers of darknels. 

For all which bleſſings let us devoutly 


ay: 
Then all devouily rneeling, let one ſay, 


Lord, and heavenly father, we ac- 
knowledge thy great goodneſs to us, 
in {paring us when we deſerve puniſhment; 
in giving us the neceſſaries of this life, 
and in ſetting before us the happineſs of a 
better. 

Thou merciful God pardon our offences; 
correct and amend what is amiſs in us, that 
as we grow in years we may grow in grace, 
and the nearer we come to our latter end, 
the better we may be prepared for it. 

In the midſt of life we are in death. 
Lord, grant that theſe thoughts may make 
us careful how we live, that we may 5 
the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Take from us all ignorance, hardnef N 
of heart, and too much carefulneſs for the 
things of this life. 
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Make us an houſhold fearing God, ſub- 


mitting ourſelves to his good pleaſure; 
and putting our whole truſt in his mercy. 

Grant that all ſuch as are in authority 
may govern with truth and juſtice, and 
that they, whoſe duty it is to obey, may 
do it for conſcience-ſake. Continue to us 
the means of grace, and the bleſſings of 
peace and unity, which by thy goodneſs 
we enjoy. We commend uato the tender 
mercy of God all that ſincerely ſeek the 
truth, or are deſtitute of neceſſary means 
of inſtruction ; all that labour under trials 
and afflictions; all ſick and dying perſons; 
all that have been inſtrumental to our good, 
by their aſſiſtance, advice, example or - 
writings ; and all that never pray for them- 
ſelves. 

Let thy bleſſing, O Lord, be with us, to 
defend us in all dangers, and comfort us in 
all adverſities: And when we depart this 
life, grant that we may dwell with thee in 
lite everlaſting, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 

Hear us, O merciful God, not according 
to our weak underſtanding, but according 
to the tull meaning of that form of words 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us: 


UR F ather, which art in Heaven, 


1, 
The 
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The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all evermore, 
Amen. | 


A fhort and neceſſary inſtruction for Sunday 
Morning. 


H E Lord, who hath bleſſed one day 

in ſeven, bleſſeth all thoſe that keep 
it holy; and very terrible have been. his 
judgments upon them that have profaned 
it 


day, to lay aſide, as much as poflible, all 
worldly buſineſs, all. worldly thoughts, 
all worldly pleaſures, that you may honour 
your creator to the beſt of your power: 
By owing your dependance upon him ; by 
hearing his word and his commands; by 


aſking his bleſſings, and giving him thanks 


for his favours. 1 

If then it is our intereſt and our hap- 
pineſs to ſerve God, it is our duty to be at 
his houſe before his ſervice begins; to 
| thew, that we fear his majeſty, and dare 
not offer him a lame ſacrifice : to ſhew, 
that we do indeed defire his blefling, and. 
take delight in ſerving him. | 
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When therefore you come into the houſe 
of God, and firit kneel down, ſay ſecretly 
this ſhort prayer. 


* 


A ſhort Prayer at your coming into Church, 


M AY the good Spirit of God diſpoſe 


me unto, and aliiit me in his ſer- 


vice; the Lord give us all a true and lively 


ſenſe of our wants, and of his mercy and 
preſence amongſt us, that we may ſerye him 
with our hearts, as well as with our bodies, 
and that our prayers may be heard for the 
ſake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

After this, attend diligently to what is 
ſaid and prayed for; remembring that they 
are your prayers which are offered up to 
God, but that you have no ſhare in them, 
if you do not mind what is aſked 1 in your 
name, 

That your heart may go along with 
your prayers, ſay ſoftly, Amen, 10 be it, to 


cvery petition. This is what the moſt un- 


learned may do, and it may be the moſt 
learned cannot do better, to keep their 


minds intent upon what they are about. 


When you confefs your fins, do it with 
great {eriouſnels and concern, remembring 
that you are for ever undone, if you are 


not forgiven, And then hear with com- 


tort 
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fort upon what conditions God will pardon 


you; if you repent and believe the goſpel 


you are ſure to be forgiven; for you have 


it declared by one who hath this commic. 


ſion from Chriſt himſelf, John xx. 23. 
Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and wheſe ſcever fins ye retain, 
they are retained. 


When the word of God is read or preach- 


ed, be careful to mind it, that you may 
know your duty, and the reward of doing 
it; that you may obſerve the way of God's 
dealing with mankind, in puniſhing the 
wicked, and in protecting and rewarding 
the righteous ; ; that you may know the 
manner of our redemption, and the great 
love of God in bringing it to pals; that 
you may ſee the dangers you are liable to, 
and the bleſſedneſs that is ſet before you, 
ever remembring, that faith, without which 


we cannot pleaſe God, cometh by hearing, and 


hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. 
And be ſure to behave yourſelf with 
great reverence and devotion, while you 
are in the houſe and preſence of God; for 
if, when you ſhould be on your knees, aſk- 
ing God's pardon and bleſſings, or ſtanding 
to prag h creator of heaven and earth; it, 
inſtench of doing ſo you fit and ſleep away 


the time, or careleſly gaze and think of 


other matters, then will you return from 
God's 
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God's houſe with a curſe, and not with a 
bleſſing. 

And yet the very beſt of us, after all our 
care, have cauſe to beg pardon even for 
the faults of our devotions. I herefore, 
before you riſe from your knees, ſay pri- 
vately this ſhort prayer: | 


A ſhort prayer before you leave the church. 


T HE good lord accept of our duty 
and ſervice; pardon our tins and 
infirmities; give us what is needful for our 
Souls and for our bodies, and keep us 
cvermore under thy protection, for the fake 
ot jelus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 


And now, God forbid that you ſhould 
ſpend the remainder of this good day, fo 
well begun, in fin and vanity : Rather 
think how you may do molt honour to 
your Creator and Redeemer. 

it you can read, you can both inſtruct 
yourſelf, and them that will hear you. 

If you have children and ſervants, you 
can Wee, them how to fear, and to love, 
and to pray to God. 

And, if you are unlearned, vou can think 
of what you have heard at chene and re- 
lolve to do, to the beſt of your knowledge, 
as you have been taught. 

Then 


E 


Then will the Lord be with you, to bleſs 
you in the way you go, to preſerve and to 
proſper you. For this is what he hath de- 
clared, Them that honour me, I will honour ; 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lighth 
e/teemed, 1 Sam. 11, 30. 


A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


LORD, who haſt conſecrated this 

good day to thy ſervice, give us 
grace 1o to obſerve i it, that it may be the 
beginning of a happy week to us; and 
that none of thy judgments may fall upon 
us for profaning it. Fix in our hearts this 
great truth, that here we have no abiding 
place, that we may ſeriouſly and timely 
proyide for another life; and grant, that 
this great concern may make us very de- 
ſirous to learn our duty, and to do what 
thou requireſt of us. And bleſſed be God, 
that we have churches to go to, that we have 
time to ſerve our Creator, that we have 
paltors to teach us. The Lord proſper their 
labours, and give us grace to profit by 
them, that they and we may enjoy an ever- 
latting Sabbath with thy ſaints in heaven, 
for. jeſus Chriſt's lake, Amen. 
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A plain and uſeful inftrution for Sunday 


event Ag. 


Concerning the Providence of God; or his 
Wiſdom and goodneſs in governing te 


world 


* HAT God is great, and to begreat- 
ly feared, we know by the world 
he hath made: and from his dreadful 
judgments. 

That God is good, and to be loved and 
worſhipped, we are convinced from his 
care of the whole creation; : 

For his tender mercies are over all his 
works, Pl. cxlv. 9. Therefore have his 
creatures the comfort of the rain and ſun, 

of food and ſhelter; the earth yields in- 
creaſe, and the ſeas are ſtored with creatures 
innumerable. _ 

In the hand of God are thefe and all 
other bleſſings, which he with-holds or 

giveth according to his good pleaſure, to 
each us, that we wholly depend on him 
that man liveth not by bread alone, nor by 
Eis own induſtry, but by the providence of 
God, who ordereth all conditions of life 
for the beſt, for thoſe that cannot chooſe 
tor themſelves. 


And 
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K. And, if he ſuffers ſome to be poor, it is 

q becauſe that condition is beſt for them 

15 now; but he will make them agreat amends 

7 in the next world for what they want in this, 

4 if they will be content and honeſt, neither 

* murmur at their own lot, nor envy that of 

77 others. 

5 hen God giveth riches, itisnot tomake 

Ne] them an occaſion of our ruin, but to try 

7 our virtue; for, if we are not high-minded 

1. if we truſt not in uncertain riches, but in the 

"of living Ged ,, if we do good with them, and 

* 1 eaaily diſtribute to the neceſſities of otbers ; 

i then are fickes a real bleſſing, and help 10 

il. eving us 10 eternal life, 1 1 1m. vi. 17. 

. hie bringeth us into affliction, it is not 

8. that he is pleaſed with the mileries of his 

9 4 creatures, but be is ſhewing them their 

1 tranſgrefſion, he is opening their ear to diſ- 

” 7 cipline, that they may return from iniquity, 

4 and ſave their ſouls from death eternal 

. Job xxxv1. 9. 

I! if If he ſuffers us to be tempted, it is not 

= that we might fall, but ro make vs more 

Wl jenſible of our own weakneſs, that we | 
0 may come to him tor help, on whom we | 
i depend, who will not ſuffer us to be tempted 

= above what we are able to bear; and who 

by will reward our poor endeavours with un- 
1 ſpeakable happinels. 1 
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Tf we have friends, it 1s the favour of 
God to us; and, if we have enemies, they 
are rods in his hand, either: to correct, or 
to make us careful of our ways. 

The devil himſelf, that powerful ſpirit, - 
is under God's command, to execute his 
judgments upon wicked men, while they 

that truſt in the Lord have nothing to fear, 

for he hath no power to hurt them. 

Happy are we who know: theſe things 
now; and we ſhall be tor ever happy, if 
we live according to this belief. 

For then we ſhall truſt in the Lord with 
all our heart, and not lean unto our oon 
underſtanding ä 

We ſhall call upon him for what we. 
want, and thankfully receive what he 1s 
pleaſed to ſend. For fhall we receive good 
at the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 
evil? Job ii. 10. 

We ſhall hope for his favour when we 
mean well, and never expect his bleſſing 
when our deſigns arc evil. 5 

We ſhall look upon God's time as the 
beit, and not grow impatient when our de- 
ſires are not anſwered. 

We ſhall acknowledge his hand in every 
thing chat befalleth us, and hope for his 
mercy even when he is angry, Knowing, 
twat all things ſball work together for good to 
5 them 


„ 


them that love God, Rom. viii. 28. Thus 
ſhall we dwell under the defence of the miſt 
High, and ſhall be ſecure from fear of evil, 


A Prayer for Sunday Evening. 


Lavighwy God, by whom all things 
were made, and are preſerved, glwe 
us hearts to know, and grace to conſider 
this, that we may chearfully commit our- 
telves, and all that belongs to us, to thy 
merciful care; that we may ever look up 
to thee for what we want, be thankful for 
thy favours, never reſiſt thy dealings with 
us, nor neglect the means of grace which 
9. | thy providence affords us. And bleſſed 
„ be God, who giveth us what is ever beſt 
for us, who keepeth us from dangers, and 
hath provided for us better than all our 
works can deſerve. The good Lord 
make us mindful of our duty, that, as we 
often hear how we ought to walic and to 
pleaſe God, we may continue to do ſo un- 
10 our lives end, through Jetus Chirſt our 
Lord. Amen. | 
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Short and Plain Directions for the worthy 
receiving of the Lord's Supper. 


W HEN notice is given that the 
Lord's Supper isto be adminiſtered, 


retolve not to turn your back upon it. 

Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath commanded 
us, Thus to keep up the remembrance of his 
death, Luke xxii. 19. 

And becauſe this is the only comfort of 
ſinners. For, threugb faith in his blood, wwe 
obtain the pardon of our fins, and are made 
. partakers of the kingdom of heaven. 
But then you mult conſider how you 
may receive this ſacrament worthily, 

And, becauſe it may be you have no 
other helps, beſides the direction given 
when you have notice of the ſacrament, 
you ſhould hearken diligently to that ex- 
1ortation, by which you are fully taught 
the way and means of preparing yourſelf 
for the Lord's table. 

And then ſeriouſly conſider with your- 
felt ; | 

1. Whether in truth you deſire, and will 
do your beſt, to fave your ſoul. 

2, Whether you reſolve not to do any 
thing which your own conſcience, or 
God's word, forbids you. 
| : 3. Whe- 


. 


3. Whether you will ſtrive againſt thoſe 
fins which you are moſt. apt to fall! into, 
by avoiding temptations, and praying for 


grace to overcome them. 
4. Whether you will make what ſatisfac- 


tion you can to ſuch as have reaſon to com- 
plain of you, or have been injured by you, 

5. Whether you are ready to forgive, 
and love, and do good to others, ſince 
God is ſo good and kind to you. 

6. And laſtly, . whether you wholly de- 
pend upon the mercy of God, for the ſake 
of Chriſt's death, and are thankful for it. 

Now, if you find your heart thus dil- 
poled, then 1n God's name go to the Sa- 
crament. 

But be ſure to mind all that is faid and 
done there; and that will teach you your 
duty, and help to make you devour. 

When therefore you are exhorted to re- 
member the poor, and a collection is made 
for them, hear what great promiſes God 
hath made to ſuch as are charitable; and 
reſolve to give ſomething according to your 
ability, and be contident it will not be loſt. 

Let your heart go along with all the 
prayers, and ſoftly lay Amen to every pe- 
tition; and then they are i =—T your pray- 
ers, and this will Keep you! thoughts from 
wandering. When you hear how divine 
and Fomtortable a thing it is to re e thi 


BE 
ſacrament worthily, and how dangerous 
it is to receive unworthily ; lift up your 
heart, and pray God to pardon your infir- 
mities, and what is wanting in your pre- 
parations. | | | 

When you are called upon to make 
your humble confeſſion to Almighty God, 
be ſure to let your whole heart go along 
with the minifter ; and humbly pray, that 


you may have a ſhare in that pardon 


which 1s then pronounced. 

When the comfortable words of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, fo ſuch as truly turn unto 
God, are read, think what a mercy it is, 
that God will forgive and receive us into 
favour upon ſuch gracious terms, that the 
greateſt ſinner needs not deſpair of favour. 

When you deelare, that you do not 
preſume to come to the Lord's table, 
truſting in your own righteouſneſs, but in 
God's great mercy; ſay this with much 
ſeriouſneſs, and your deep humility will 
make amends for many imperfections. 

When God's miniſter breaketh the 
bread, and poureth out the wine, and 
bleſſeth them, let them put you in re- 
membrance of Chriſt's body broken, and 
his blood ſhed upon the croſs for our re- 


demption; and pray, that they may be a 


means of conveying unto your ſoul all the 
benefits of his precious death. hs 
And, 


| mi8-T 
And. when you receive the bread and 
wine, be ſure to mind what is ſaid to you, 
and ſay Amen to it. And pray God to 
enable you to renounce the devil and all 
his works, conſtantly to believe God's 
holy word, and obediently to keep his. 
commandments; which, at your baptiſm, 
you vowed to do. When all have re. 
ceived, and you have offered your ſoul 
and body to God, as your reaſonable ſa- 
crifice, then remember that you are bought 
with the price of Chriſt's blood; and God 
forbid, that you ſhould forſake the ſervice 
of * who hath ſo dearly purchaſed you. 
And now you may return home with 
God's bleſſing, and this comfortable 
truth, that he who ſpared not his own Sqn, 
but gave him up for us all; how will he not 
with bim. alſo freely give us all ea ? 
Rom. viii. 32. 
And remember, that if a man deb 
truly ſet his heart to ſeek the Lord, and 
doth what he can to pleaſe him, God will 
| pardon a great many imperfections be- 
ſides, 2 Chron. XXE. 16. 


A Thankſsiving to be ſaid after the Sacra» 
rent, and at other Times. 
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LORD and heavenly Father, I 
am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 


zercics which thou haſt ſhewed thy ſer- 
vant, 
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vant, for Iwholly depend upon thee; thete- 
tore I do moſt humbly thank thee for all 
thy favours, thy continual care over me, 
thy patience towards me, thy fatherly 
corrections, thy merciful deliverances: 
But, above all, for the unſpeakable benefits 
of the death of Chriſt. O Lord, preſerve in ' 
my ſoul a lively ſenſe and renembrance of 
a:l thy bleſfings, that I may think of thy 
goodneſs, that I may (till taſte of thy kind- 
neſs, and that I may continue in thy fa- 
vour, and under the direction of thy good 
Spirit, unto my life's end. Amen. 


Plain and ſhort Inſtructions for ſuch as have 
been Confirm'd, and for ſuch as have 
been at the Lord's Supper. 


AVING given up yourſelf to God 
and his ſervice, you are now under 
the government of his Holy Spirit, which 
will direct you in the way you ſhould go, 
enlighten your underſtanding, aſſiſt you 
when you want help, awaken you when 
you grow Carelets, correct you when you 
forget your duty, and will never forfake 
you until you come to heaven, if it is not 

pour own fault. 
But, if you ſhall at any time hereafter 
g grieve this good Spirit, by going wilfully 
g 2gainſt your conſcience, and becoming the 
. ſervant 
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ſervant of fin ; then will he leave you, and 


an evil ſpirit will take the government of 
you, and will lead you from one wicked- 
neſs to another, until he bring you to de- 
ſtruction both of body and ſoul. 

That you may clcape this danger, it 
muſt be your great care. 
Firſt, To live in the fear of God, that 
you may not conſent to known iniquity. 

This was David's rule, P/al. xix. 9. J 
have ſet Gd always before me, therefore 1 
Shall not fall that is, he ever had it in his 
mind, that God was ſtill preſent with him, 
ſaw all his actions, heard all his words: 
and knew the very thoughts of his heart. 

Now this is what you muſt do, and often 
think thus with yourſelf? Is not this action 
againſt the laws of God? Will not this diſ- 
pleaſe him, who ſeeth all I do; and who 
will call me to an account, if 1 do amis ? 
Will not this injure my neighbour? Isthis 
a lite fit for aChriſtian to lead? Is this com- 


pany fit for a good Chriſtian to keep? &c. 


And this is to live in the fear of God. 
Secondly, But if, © notwithſtanding this 
care, you fall into fin, your next concern 
muſt be, to repent of it immediately. 
And do not put off your repentance, in 
hopes that you have time enough to leave 


pour ſins, and to make your peace with 
| God; | 


1 221 J 
God; for this has been the ruin of moſt 
of ſuch as have periſhed in their ſins, 
But know for a truth, that it is the 
mere favour of God, that any man living 
repents and forſakes his fins; that you 


longer you continue in fin, the more deſ- 


hardened you'll grow, and more unfit for 
God's favour. This therefore was Da- 
vid's practice, J made haſte, and delayed not 
to keep thy commandments, Plal. cxix. 60. 

3 Thirdly, Be careful at all times to 
W own your dependence upon God, by pray- 
W ing to him for what you want, and giving 

him thanks for what you receive. 

| And do not think that want of learning 
will excuſe you from doing this. There is 
no man, who can lift up his heart to God, 
but can pray him to forgive this lin ; to 
bleſs this undertaking ; to bleſs his chil- 
| dren and his labours ; to deliver him from 
ſuch an evil or temptation. And every 
man, who knoweth when he receiveth a 
WT mercy, can own it is God's goodneſs to him, 
Wand thank him as well as he can; and God, 
who well underſtands his childrens mean- 
Wing, will pity their infirmities, accept of 
J their ſervice, and anſwer their prayers. 

8 Laiily, When the Spirit of God puts 
Into your mind good thoughts and de- 
| _ tires, 


>- 


can only do ſo when he pleaſeth; and the 


erate, the more careleſs, and the more 
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t van. } 
ſires, do not ſtrive to divert, but cheriſh 
them; and remember, that all opportuni- 
ties of knowing or doing your duty, the ad. 
vice of friends, the reproofs of enemies, 

the afflictions of this life, and the hopes and 
tears of the next, are all deſigned, by the 
providence of God, to help forward your 
ſalvation, and to keep you in the ways of 
holineſs, which you have choſen. 

Be mindful therefore of the words of 
the apoltle of Jeſus Chriſt: It had been 
better for you not to have known the way if 
righteouſneſs, than afterwards to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto you, 


2 Per. ii. 21. 


A Prayer for Divine Grace. 


PREefed ſpirit of grace, by which I have 
been called to this ſtate of ſalvation; 
be thou the guide of my life, and lead me 
in the way that I ſhould go, that I may 
continually mortity my corrupt affect ions, 
and daily increaſe in virtue and godlineh, 
May the ſenſe of my infirmities and back. 
flidings make me ſerious, and careful to 
avoid all temptations to fin, to look up to 
thee for help, to uſe all the means o 
grace which thy goodneſs ſhall afford me, 


that I may N the fulneſs of thy gract 
and 
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and ever remain in the number of thy 
taichful ſervants unto my life's end. Amen. 


Plain and. ſhort Directions for ſuch as are 
Sick, os under any other Affliction. 


HEN you are viſited with ſickneſs, 

or any other affliction, you ſhould 
preſently conclude, This is the hand of 
God : for nothing can befal us without 
his ſpecial leave, Matth. x. 20: 

Then think with. yourſelf, God cannot 
be pleaſed with the miſcries of his poor 
creatures; therefore this affliction muſt be 
deſigned for my good. 

I' will therefore hear what the Lord 
will ſay to me; what he meaneth by this 
viſitation. 

And your firſt care muſt be, to ſee 
wherein you have offended God, that. you 
may aſk his pardon, and obtain his fa- 
vour, without which, whether you. live or 
die, you will be miſerable. 

For conſider what a fearful thing it is 
to fall into the hands of the living God, 
who can deſtroy both body and ſoul in 
hell, where the worm. dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched, 

You may indeed ſtrive to put theſe 
thoughts out of your mind; but death 
will come, and a judgment will follow, 


and you will. be for ever miſerable, whe- 
_ - 
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ther you think of theſe things or not, if 
you die in your fins unrepented of. 

And therefore, for your ſoul's fake, be 
adviſed to conſider your ways, while you 
have life and breath; and, if ever you 
have been guilty of adultery, . or . fornica- 
tion, or uncleanneſs, or hatred, or wrath, 
or ſtrife, or ſedition, or drunkenneſs, re- 
member what the ſcripture ſaith, 7 hey who 
do ſuch things, ſhall not mnberit the kingdom 
of God, Gal. v. 19. 

Judge therefore yourſelf, that you may not 
be condemned of the Lord : Cry to God for 


pardon, reſolve to amend where you have 


done amiſs, to live more carefully, to 
avoid temptations, and to pray conſtantly 
to God for grace to overcome them. 

And, if you have wronged any man by 
deceit, wy hard bargains, by force, or 
taking advantage of the neceſſities of your 
poor brother, this 1s the time to make him 
amends, if it is in your power; or elſe hope 
for no favour from God, 1 Thef|. iv. 3. 

And, as you expect favour trom him, be 
ready to forgive all that have injured you. 

It you have tempted others to ſin, do 
what you can to perſuade them to repen- 
tance; tell them how much you are afflicted 
for your ſins, and that this will be their 
own cafe, unleſs they die ſuddenly, or are 
hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin; 


both which are dreadful judgments — 
t 


If you have neglected the means of grace, 
by not going conſtantly to God's houſe to 
hear his word, to receive the holy ſacra- 
ment, to pray for his bleſſing, and to give 
him thanks for his mercies ; confeſs your 
offences, and reſolve, if you live, to be- 
come a new man. 

But whether you live or die, endeavour 
by all means to make your peace with God, 
and conſider what a mercy it is that you 
have time and warning to do ſo; and 
this will help you. to take your affliction 
patiently; for the ſevereſt pains are not ſo 
terrible to a ſinner, as a ſudden death. 
Leet neither the greatneſs nor the num- 
ber of your offences make you deſpair of 
merey; for if you turn to God with all 
your heart he will receive you, Job. vi. 37. 
Conſider, that no man on earth can ex- 
pect pardon for his own ſake, but only for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriit, who came into the 
world to ſave ſinners ; even the greateſt of 
ſinners. And there is Foy in the preſence of 
God over one ſinner that repenteth. So that 
you may ſay with Fob, T he kill me, yet. 
will I truft in him, Job. xiii. 18. 

Only be very careful that you do not truſt 
in God's mercy without a true ſorrow for 
your fins, and a ſincere purpoſe of am end- 
ment. And do not think chat you are ſafe, 


becaule the world knoweth no ill of you; 
for 
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for God knowethyour heart. Pray thereſbre 
to him to give you a true ſenſe of your 
errors, and grace to repent of them, and 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, that for his ſake your 
fins may be forgiven, and your pardon 
fealed in heaven, before you go hence 
and be no more ſeen, 

Pray for yourſelf, and remember the 
promiſe of God, Call upon me in the day of 
Trouble, and I will deliver thee,. and thou 
joalt glorify me, Pfal. L 155. 

And be ſure to ſend for the miniſter: of 
God, that he may pray for and inſtruct you. 
This is the apoſtle's advice; and you may 
look for a bleſſing upon his prayers. 

If God hath bleſſed you with goods ho- 
neſtly gotten, ſhew your thankfulneſs to 
him, by giving chearfully, and according 
to your ability, to the poor. 
When you make your will, let the laws 
and a good conſcience direct you, that af- 
ter your death there may be as little ſtrife 
as poſſible amongſt your relations. 

If you are poor, and leave a poor family 
behind you, let not that afflièt you; but 
remember, that altho'y ou die, yet the gocd- 
neſs of God er dureth for ever. Only pray 
both for yourſelf and them, that God may 
give you the bleſſings of the next life, tho? 
he thinks fit to deny you the good things 
of this. 


( 427 3 
Tf your affliction ſhould continge lo 
do not however ſend to the devil for help, 
that is, to ſuch as make uſe of charms. Ra- 
ther think with yourſelf, that God knoweth 
beſt how long to chaſten you; and that it 
is good that a man ſhould both hope and quietly. 
wait for the ſalvation of theLord, Lam. iii. 26. 
If God ſhall think fit to reſtore you to 
health, do not grow careleſs as you begin 
to recover; do not forget the terrors of 
your fick bed, nor the good purpoſe you 
then made: But remember, that it was 
God that afflicted you; and he can in one 
moment bring you into the ſame condition, 
or to the graye, without the gracious 
warnings you have had before. 
Therefore be moſt earneſt with God for 
grace, that you may for the time to come 
live a ſober, a righteous, and a godly life. 
To this end, put on holy reſolutions of, 
praying daily for grace and ſtrength ; of 
oblerving the Lord's day; of obeying the 
good motions of God's ſpirit ;” of never 
going againſt your conſcience, or the known 
laws of God ; of ſtriving againſt thoſe ſins 
which you have formerly been guilty of; 
and of repenting ſpeedily of thoſe ſinswhich 
through frailty you ſhall fall into. 
And then, whenever God ſhall call for 
you, you may hope for a happy death, and 
expect with aſſurance a bleſled reſurection. 


A Prayer 


Ro 


- 


8 in time of Affigion, 


Lmighty God, the author of life and 
death, I do ſubmit my will to thine, 
ſtedfaſtly believing that all thy corrections 
are the effects of thy love, by which we 
are convinced, that nothing in heaven or 
on earth can ſave us belides thee. Grant, 
O Lord, that what I now ſuffer tnay help 
forward my falvation. Help me to know 
mine offences, to confeſs my fins unto - 
thee, to abhor the evil of my ways, and to 
Ive upon a new life, that thou mayſt 
have mercy upon me, and ſave my ſoul, 
Lord, increaſe my faith, that I may be- 
lieve thy promiſe of pardon and peace to 
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penitent ſinners; confirm my love to thee, 
and to all mankind, that, when I die, 
may die in perfect charity; deal with me 
in this mine affliction as to thee ſeems moſt. 
meet, only deliver me not into the bitter 
pains of eternal —_ for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake. Amen, | 

ia e. Amen, 3 DFO 
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